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Physiotherapy | Sports Massage | Pilates Classes

Visit the website for more information
or call to speak to a member of the team

www.chippingnortonphysio.com
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"} THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL

The newly refurbished Alice Marshall Hall 5 now
available for use and we are looking forward to hiring out
this beautiful, historic building for your special family
occasion,  Bithday parthes, anniversary  paries,
christenings and small wedding receptions etc, can be
accommodated, There is capacity for up to 70 people
seabed or 100 people standing.

We have a fully equipped modern kitchen which has
been rated a5 a (5) by the Food Standards Agency. We
also hawve up-to-date conveniences, including disabled
facilities, which will ensure inclushity.
To book, please telephone Jackie Hinton on
07780 6B02T4 to confirrn availlabdlity,

|2 Pam's Pins and Patches

CLOTHING REPAIRS &
ALTERATIONS IN ENSTONE

Fitness £. Seniors

FALLS PREVENTION BY LOUISE BARNES

Strength, Stability, Flexibility
[vaerca-baned faily mariagemand [FaMl| woprcises. and fun mgwsmandy bo mups

‘Buifd Batance confidance and strength 1o engage in pour ovoryday
aclivities, saf'y and indopanciently, withaut pelfing wunduly thed.

' good way o meel cdhers.'

A.M. Hall, Middle Barton
Mondays, 9.45 am (1 hr)

4= nlasslﬂd with this voucher
07879 685579

louisebamespliEgmall.com
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DFP CLOSURE

Sadly, we have had to make the difficult
decision to close the Dorn Free Press.

We have always been an independent
magazine, supported entirely by our
wonderful local businesses and volunteers.
However, a combination of spiralling
printing costs and a number of unfilled
vacancies arising on the team mean that,
regrettably, the DFP is no longer viable in
its present format.

After much discussion among the DFP
team we have agreed we must cease
production after the March/April 2023
edition.

The Dorn Free Press team

DREN FREE FPRESS

01869 343 600

cridlands.co.ulk

We're not in the business of trying to sell
thousands of homes; we just do all we can to sell
yvours, To discuss your property, give us a call,

www.dornfreepress.com
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Pre-School Update

Elle Frost writes:

H appy New to you all! We hope that you enjoyed
exceedingly fabulous festive celebrations! But

before we sweep 2022 under the rug completely, we

should like to let you in on how we finished up the

year.

Our themes for the last
term included Traditional
Fairy Tales. Here we
focused upon one
traditional tale a week
and incorporated crafts |
and activities to really
bring the tale to life. With
Little Red Riding Hood,
the children enjoyed a § %
spot of sewing as they
stitched a border around
a Red Riding Hood
picture. With the Gingerbread Man we had them
mixing and baking again to create their own
personalised tasty treat!

With all of the delicious treats available in the run
up to Christmas and beyond, we felt it prudent to
discuss the topic of good dental hygiene with the
little ones. They have been learning about good
brushing technique, and the difference between
good healthy foods, and treat time not-so-good
foods.

We had a
wonderfully busy
December

supplying mulled
| wine, hot dogs,
and more at the
main Village tree

lighting, the
Social Club tree
lighting, and

accompanying Santa on his merry sleigh trail
around the village. Many thanks indeed to all who
attended. It was a pleasure to share in the festive
cheer with you all.

Last year was the first since Covid struck, that we
were able to let parents in to attend the Pre-School
Christmas assembly. It was such a joy to be able to
see the children singing again, and we hope that the
parents and children enjoyed it as much as we did.

With the years closure, we bid an emotional
goodbye to Linda and Karen. Enormous thanks for
their tireless dedication, and best wishes to them

both. Rising up to fill the void, Sally has become the
new Manager, and Keryl the new Deputy. In
addition, as 2023 dawns, we are also thrilled to
have Wendy join our little family. We have enjoyed
welcoming her and our delightful new starters this
January.

Save the date: Saturday the 28" of January -
Jacket Potato night is back! In the darkest midst of
a gloomy shivery January evening, we shall be
delivering steaming hot jacket potatoes to your door
in celebration of Burns Night. Details for ordering
will appear around the village nearer the time "Do
dheagh shlainte!"

If you would like ™= B LTI TR
to register your . -

child for pre- . 1- ?
school, then do 2 {} i!q, ‘1
please contact [« J N W

us so that we
can send you a

registration form. - P
E‘- » | ‘

Registering your » 4 - 1

child in advance f‘ 3 ‘

helps us navigate staffing requirements throughout
the year.

We take children from the age of 2, and accept
government funding for 15-30 hours (if eligible).

Tel: 01869 347968
Email: middlebartonpreschool@gmail.com

Web: www.middlebartonpreschool.co.uk

‘,. = _II r..‘.d.- '-.. b
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Recipe for a favourite treat -
Lebanons

Rebecca White writes:

hese are really good to make and take on a
long walk, or cycle ride.

You will need:

225g (1/2 Ib) butter or marge

1 cup sugar

1 egg

225g (1/2 Ib) dates

225g (1/2 Ib) shredded/desiccated coconut
1 small packet of plain tea biscuits

Melt the butter and sugar in a large pan. Add the
chopped dates and boil for 2 minutes. Remove from
the heat.

In a bowl, add crushed biscuits, half the coconut
and the egg (beaten), mix them together well.

Put the date mixture into a big bowl and add the
biscuit mixture to that - don’t put too much biscuit in
there or they will be dry.

Do not grease the tray. Sprinkle half the remaining
coconut at the bottom of a square baking tray, and
then spread the mixture 3/4 inch thick. Cover with
the rest of the coconut. Set in the fridge and then
cut into fingers.

7
- N7
4: ”?.La:ﬁ fﬂff}?’“’/&"”’*bﬁ/
e ﬁ'ﬁi DIOOM
"'\q\
YOur IoCal inQeoaencert NS
L .'.-"1'._? Q vari rl'-,- of handcrafted

bougquets and other amangaments

o e
| LN

on €
0/498 224 182

FREE d

Spot the difference

Wﬁ/o/@w New Year!

Wﬁ{afoy New Year!

e hope that during the festive season you are managing to find some time to put your feet up and
do some puzzles and crosswords. Here is a pretty tricky spot the difference to test you. Can you

find 10 differences between these two pictures?

www.dornfreepress.com
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Middle Barton School
Be Curious — Believe —

Kim Griffin writes:

MIDDLE BARTON
SCHOOL UPDATE:

e have certainly

been busy at Middle
Barton School. All classes
have been continuing with
their curriculum lessons
but there has also been a
huge number of events happening outside of or in
addition to the school day.

We have recently had an Ofsted inspection. The
children were fantastic and they always make us so
proud. All outcomes are confidential at the moment
but we should receive the final report very soon, |
can then share it with all of the staff and parents and
it will be published on the Ofsted website as well as
our school one.

Building work in school

As you may have noticed we have had a number of
building projects taking place in school recently.
Firstly, we had part of the flat roof replaced and a
number of toilets were refurbished. We still have
one project which is on-going - The Old School
House. Unfortunately, the building has been
neglected for many years and come into substantial
disrepair, so it is now having a full overhaul. They
have come across many issues along the way but
once complete it will create a fantastic usable
space. The works are due to be completed by the
end of February and we hope to show everyone the
finished product. All of these projects only happen
as we are part of the River Learning Trust, who have
fully funded them all.

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Thank you to all of those that came or donated to
the charity. It is always a pleasure to hold such
worthwhile events at school and get the children
involved in charity work. Willow class were
absolutely brilliant and | think they are now prepared
for their first jobs. We raised just over £200 and it
was so lovely to have members of the community
visiting school too.

Under 11s Football Tournament

Both girls and boys from Year 4 and 5 represented
the school. They played with determination and
showed great integrity and sportsmanship.

Challenge — Achieve
Swimming

So far this year all of Key Stage 2 (Year 3-6) have
attended swimming lessons. They have learnt or
are learning to become confident swimmers in a
range of strokes and to develop a good
understanding of water safety.

Open Afternoon

We held a successful 'Open Afternoon' for parents
and carers in October where the children were able
to share all the things they have learnt. It was very
well attended and the children were so proud to
share all of the knowledge and skills they have
learnt from their lessons.

Under 11 Hockey Tournament at Chipping
Norton

This event was attended by a team of boys and girls
from Year 5 and 6. They played with great
enthusiasm and showed all the school's values of
'‘Compassion, Integrity and Respect'.

Halloween School Disco

All the children from Preschool age to Year 7 were
invited to a Halloween disco organised by FOMBS.
It was a very well attended event and enjoyed by
all.

Christmas Tree Village Poster Competition

We had a huge amount of entries this year and
some amazing designs. Well done to Phoebe for
winning and having her poster created into a banner
advertising the Village Christmas Tree light switch
on.

Firework Display

Yet again FOMBS did an amazing job of organising
the firework display this year. The display itself was
fantastic and it was so lovely to have the whole
school and community at the event.

Boccia event at Chipping Norton School

Theo, Jane and Archie had a lovely time playing
Boccia against other schools in the Chipping Norton
Partnership. It was great fun!

Here is a report from Theo,

During PE Mrs Griffin told me | needed to go to
Chipping Norton school to do bowling skills. We
travelled in Mrs Griffin's car and when we got there




we needed to have a drink of water. Then we
practiced bowling with bean bags. We needed to
throw the bean bags to land in hoops. After our
practice, we got 2 big balls which we had to roll
and see if we could get it to touch the white ball
(target ball). | went with Jane and Archie and we
played against 5 different schools. After that we
sat down, had some water, then shook the other
team's hands and got our medal.

Sports Hall Athletics at Chipping Norton
School

Percy, Harrie, Riley, Lily and Poppy all attended
the Sport Hall Athletics event at Chipping Norton
School. It was enjoyed by all and | have never
seen such amazing determination on their faces
as they tackled the obstacle courses.

Children in Need

The whole school supported Children in Need this
year. The children and staff were allowed to wear
their own clothes for the day. We raised over
£230, which is such a great amount for the
charity.

THE FINISHING TOUCH

UNISEX HAIR SALON

Senving our strong customer base in the heart o
Oxfordshire for over 30 years, The Finishing Towch are
known in the hairdressing industry and being well known
tor colowr corrections, weddings, barbering, international
publications and high end fashion catwalks! Our highly
qualitied leading award winning stylists have many years
experience within the industry. They compliment our
customer care commitment of using only the finest
brands and quality products for the senices we offier

-

With a strong focus on your complete satisfaction, we
promise to meet, surpass and exceed your expectations
Our passion is from start to...The Finishing Touch!

HUDSOM STREET, DEDDINGTOMN, OX16 DS
TELEPHONE: 01869 337833
Email; info@banburyhair.co.uk

www.thefinishingtouchhair.com
@H‘I.h:ﬁmﬂuﬂgluuchh.m ﬂ-i't.h:flni:hingjlﬂmlthmu‘luunhair:mdl:-|.~u'.|u|::|I
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At
Middle
Barton
School

Black History
Month 2022

Acorn class

The class has learnt about Dame Floella Benjamin
and Alma Thomas. They explored Floella Benjamin's
journey to England and recreated some amazing
artwork based on Alma Thomas.

i,
wlllnnedill; ~

Sycamore class

The class has learnt about
Catherine Johnson, the famous
Mathematician. They heard all
about the fact she wasn't allowed
to attend her local Secondary (i '
school and that she was famous P"i"... '
for figuring out the paths for the
spacecraft to orbit (go around) Earth and to land on the
Moon. They all said 'she was very good at hard maths!'

. | Maple class

=

/=

&

‘1 The class has written a biography
about the life of Mary Seacole.
They have learnt about how
determined she was to help
others.

Willow class

The class has learnt all about
Benjamin Zephaniah. They
have completed artwork and
written poems based on
Benjamin's work. They have
used Benjamin's poems;
'Poetics' and 'For Words' to inspire their own work.

: Oak class

The children have been
learning about David Adjaye.
He has an OBE and is an
award winning Ghanaian-
British architect.
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BVMHF - Sports & Social Club

Trevor Payne wries:
Lighting Up Ceremony For The Playing Fields
Live Christmas Tree

The lighting up
ceremony, which was
well attended, took place on
Friday 2nd December.
Although cold, it did remain
dry. There was a fairground
organ, children’s fair ride,
Christmas Carols, the
‘Christmas’ tractor, festive
stalls, and miniature traction
engine rides. There were a
lot of happy children there
and the rides behind the traction engine seemed
to be a particular favourite. Santa Claus used the

traction engine for his arrival and after carols had
been sung, he performed the formal switch on. We
would like to thank Jane and the choir for the
carols, the stall holders, everyone who contributed
to the evening, and of course, Santa. A very big
thank you is also due to Chris Raworth who was
the main organiser of the event. After the formal
switch on there was live entertainment in the
Jubilee Room by Sapphire Duo.

Childrens Playground

Thanks are due to Steeple Barton Parish Council
for their contribution of £2000 to the cost of the
replacement bonded surfacing under the swings
and zip wire.

Damage On The Playing Fields Car Park

Significant damage has been done to the wall of
the Bowls Club Building by a vehicle, or several
vehicles, reversing into it. A claim has been made
on the Funds insurance policy but there will be a
£500 excess to pay and we will need to erect
barriers to prevent a reoccurrence. This is
expenditure that the Fund could well do without.

Residents are reminded that, with the exception
of one nights parking after attending the Club or
an event in the Jubilee Room, overnight parking
is only permitted for permit holders (for which
there is a charge). A penalty charge applies to all
other cases.

The Bartons Memorial Sports And Social Club

The club has had a very difficult year financially
and at the time of writing, especially considering
the current rate of inflation, its future looks very
uncertain. If the Club were to fold then the
functioning of the Jubilee Room, the availability of
the changing rooms and the operation of the
public toilets would all be in jeopardy. Two things
are needed: a) volunteers to organise profitable
events and help run the club thus reducing wages
and b) much more support from residents.

The Jubilee Room

When not in use for events this is available to hire
with or without a bar, it has seating for up to 120,
a dance floor, stage and a large kitchen. Enquiries
to Helen Pauling: hpauling@live.co.uk.

Forthcoming Events At The War Memorial
Playing Fields

At the time of writing the pop-up café was still
running every Tuesday and Thursday mornings in
the Jubilee Room.

= Bingo in the Jubilee Room: Wednesdays
January 4th and February 1st.

* Quiz Night in the lounge: Tuesdays January
17th and February 21st.

= Country and Western in the Jubilee Room:
Saturdays January 21st and February 18th.

» Football: over 50’s matches on Sundays
January 22nd and February 19th, Easington Clans
play home matches on Saturdays.

Up to date information on events is generally
displayed on the boards by the pedestrian
entrance to the Playing Fields.

FINALLY, on behalf of the Trustees and
Management Committee | would like to wish all
the residents of the Bartons a very Happy New
Year.

Trevor Payne, Secretary BVMHF

(bvmhfsec@gmail.com)




Karen Brown writes:

s | write this, in late November, we are still

finalising details of our first meeting/play-
reading in our new club format. This will have been
on December 8" at 91 Holliers Crescent.

By the time you read this, we will have had that
meeting (hope it was fun!), read a few scenes from
plays, and are eagerly awaiting our next one. We
have provisionally decided on January 12" for this
next meeting. So, you are cordially invited to an
informal evening of playreading. We'll read extracts
from a variety of plays, comedic and dramatic, in a
convivial and relaxed atmosphere, with no
commitment to perform, learn lines etc.

It would be lovely if you could join us. We are not
sure of the venue yet, but | will post it on the Middle
Barton Local Facebook site nearer the time. If you
would like me to message you with details, please
text or emalil me (07872 012615/
brown@jpandkbrown.plus.com), or collar any
member of the group for details.

Meanwhile, we wish everybody a happy,
prosperous and healthy New Year. | think we all
need a bit of that!

POSTSCRIPT - Our first play-reading meeting
was a happy, sociable affair. We read ‘Murder can
be Deadly’ by our own Ken Lusted (as zany as it
sounds!) and an excerpt from Hi de Hi. All are
welcome to join our next meeting, on 12" January,
probably at the same venue, 91 Holliers Crescent.
We are aiming for the 2" Thursday of every
month, but will post on the village Facebook site if
any different.

Congratulations to Middle
Barton School!

Rebecca White writes:

t the beginning of November Middle Barton

School had their Ofsted inspection. It has felt
like a long wait to hear of the results, but they
finally came through in the second week of
December - and the school has done so well,
being rated ‘good’.

Mrs Griffin, Head Teacher, writes,

“I am so proud of the children and the staff and it
makes me so thankful to be the Headteacher of
Middle Barton School.”

Here are a few quotes from the report: ‘This is the
best school in the world.” Adults have high
expectations for behaviour and pupils rise to
these. At this school pupils are free to choose who
they want to be. One pupil who recently joined the
school told an inspector, ‘I feel so welcomed
here.” Pupils told

‘4% inspectors  how

much they enjoy

8 the practical
&% elements of
& learning as this
& brings the
@ curriculum alive
|8 for them. They
B especially enjoy
i learning in the

" Al outdoor classroom
% | and their walks

‘g around the village
| to learn about road
safety, or to spot a
waterfall or a
Victorian house.

Haircuts for all of the family

al a time to suat you!

Owver 30 years experience!
Frices start from £12 for children
E14 for adulls

Please feel free to messages
what's app on 07743 344678
or message my fb page The Barton Barber

SMITHS NEWSAGENTS

Wi deliver {I:Iil:. newspapers

and magazines to the village

Any combination of
days per week caterced for
Ring us on 01295 268499
or e=mail infoar smithsnewsagents.couuk

www.dornfreepress.com
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Church News

Clare Harper writes:

H appy New Year!

There will be a short New Year’s Eve service in
Westcote Barton Church at 4pm on 31st December,
followed by refreshments at the Rectory. All are
welcome.

On New Year’s Day, our service is on zoom at 11am.
The website (www.bartonbenefice.org.uk) has login
details and the service sheet.

A Christmas Thank You

Before looking ahead to what lies in store for 2023,
we'd like to say a huge thank you to everyone
involved in the Christmas services and events, and
how good it was to see
all those who attended.
Thank you too for the
generosity shown in
supporting our various
charitable collections
over this period.

Sunday Services

&+ As a New Year begins,
here is a reminder of
the usual pattern of
services in our
i churches. These may
change at special
e seasons like Easter
and Christmas, but the website has updated details.
When there is no service in your own parish, we
hope you enjoy attending elsewhere in the benefice.
If transport is a problem, email
frances@bartonbenefice.org.uk or ring Jane
01869 340510 so we can help with lift sharing.

We aim to livestream two services a month. Login
details for these and service sheets will be posted on
the website, or you can request them by emailing
zoom@bartonbenefice.org.uk.

Family@Church continues on the first Sunday of the
Month in Westcote Barton and the fourth Sunday in
Duns Tew. Both services start at 9.30 with a breakfast
and activity at 9.00.

Barton Benefice Services Overview

Week 1

9.30 WB Family@Church + Eucharist
11.00 NW Eucharist

5.00 SSM Evening prayer

Week 2
9.30 SB Eucharist
11.00 DT Eucharist +on zoom

Week 3
9.30 OW Eucharist
11.00 SSM Eucharist

5.00 Benefice Alice Marshall Hall hosted by Bartons
Churches Together + on zoom

Week 4

9.30 DT Family@Church
11.00 SB Eucharist

5.00 WB Evening prayer

Week 5

11.00 Benefice: round the parishes Live streamed if
possible

Special Services

On 29 January, a Benefice Service with choir
celebrates Candlemas at 11am in Westcote Barton.

On Ash Wednesday, 22 February, there will be a
benefice service in Duns Tew at 12noon.

Making Music!

If you are interested in joining our choir please email
choir@bartonbenefice.org.uk.

Adults and children of ALL musical abilities welcome.
Rehearsals are in Ardley on alternate Fridays at
7.30pm as follows:

= Cantate Domino - four part anthem choir - 1st
Friday in each month

= Dorn Chorus - worship & children's choir +
instruments - 3rd Friday in each month

Lift sharing available!




Events in January and February

“Call My Bluff” Wine Tasting: Enjoy a fun filled
evening pitting your wits against our “resident” team
on Saturday, 14 January. Tickets will be available
from Clare Burgess 347382 or email
dunstewpcc@gmail.com.

As part of the Warm Hub scheme: During the colder
months every Wednesday, The Wednesday Lunch
Club, 11am-4pm, Alice Marshall Hall. A two-course
meal for £6, open to all.

Every Saturday: The Destiny Breakfast Café 9.30am-
12, Alice Marshall Hall. Drop in for food and chat at this
breakfast cafe offering a warm, friendly space for all.

Seasonal Feature - Shrove Tuesday and Ash
Wednesday: Will you have pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday, 21st February? Many of us enjoy these
before Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. (‘Ash’
because last year’s palm crosses are burnt and the
ash used to make the sign of the cross on those
attending services.) The word ‘shrove’ broadly
means forgiven. Traditionally, Christians would make
their confession before Lent and once “shriven”,
begin a fast for the weeks leading up to Easter, giving
up meat or sugary foods. Pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday provided a last chance to indulge, and to
use up household supplies.

Nowadays, for Lent we still give up something we
like, such as sweets or favourite drinks. Alternatively,
we may do something extra to help other people.
Will you do something different this Lent?

Stay up to date with news of services and events - if
you would like to be added to our Notice Sheet email
list please contact: enquiries@bartonbenefice.org.uk

Please get in touch at any time if we can be of help.
Wishing you a Happy New Year.

The Rev'd Jane Wright, Rector of the Barton
Benefice

Tel: 01869 340510 or
clergy@bartonbenefice.org.uk
www.bartonbenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/bartonbenefice/

www.dornfreepress.com

CURTAINS = BLINDS * FABRICS

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS,
BESPOKE BLINDS, SOFT
FURNISHINGS, FABRICS, HANGING
ACCOUTREMENT, SHUTTERS,
LIPHOLSTERY
www.biscayinteriors.co.uk
enquinies@biscayinteriors.co.uk
07958 224272 ~ 01608 683097

DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the
hour

Unbeatable results, removes
almost all spots & slains

call

GRIMEBUSTERS

01993 868924 01865726983
WWW.grimebusters.co.uk

4 FABABS Body Control Pilates Trained

Onkne and faceMaco srol Group MAT clescs and row pral
REFORMER Plati= sesvong enables 5 relicsd and personal spprasch with

Classes held in Ledwell
Various Cladiss svailable mornengs, afternoons Bnd svenings.

How oftfering Pre and Post Pregrancy Clatses.

Dnualiy exerpise maads, hoad cuihiany snd aquipmsest all presrided

For booking enguiries and further

information plese conlact
michelle@&Zfababs-pilates. com
07985 142 475 / 01608 683 029

wiww fababs-pilates.com
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Scouts, Beavers and Cubs
1st Bartons Scout Group

Beavers
| Jill Elliot writes:
he Beavers
joined the
Cubs for the
sleepover at
| Youlbury and all
those who
attended for the
day or night
gained their Explore Badge and had a go at crate
stacking. This term they have visited Sandford St
Martin church and had a go at bellringing and
decorated a tree as part of the Steeple Barton
Tree Festival.

If you would like to find out more about joining
Beavers please contact Sarah Elliot on . We do
have spaces for boys and girls aged 6 years old

Cubs
Anne Barras writes,
As usual the cubs have been working towards
a number of badges this term. Thanks to Matt
for teaching us all some plumbing skills and
wiring an electric plug. We had a joint sleepover
at Youlbury with the Beavers on the weekend of
5/6 November which was brilliant. On the evening
of the 5rh, after a damp campfire (but spirits were
not dampened by the rain), we went on a night
hike and were treated to magnificent firework
displays. Part way round we also came across the
“legendary” Jaffa cake tree. The theme for the
weekend for the cubs was the chef’s badge,
everyone was involved and the cubs even made

cubs

bread to accompany the vegetable soup -
declared by some cubs as the best ever!

Sunday 13th November saw the scout group
return to church for the Remembrance Sunday
service and it was so good for us all to be
together and take part in the service. The
behaviour of all the group was exemplary and well
done to all those who took part in the service.

Finally the scout group once again cleared the
leaves from the Westcote Barton church, thank
you to all our volunteers.

Once again if you would like to get involved
please get in touch email

anne.scouts@gmail.com

JLDA

E-'E‘S-'-i_]l‘"' Feomin g Apphcalions, Lstad E-l.ll'ﬂll""g
Cantents L Bulding Regulalians Applications

A complete service lor ol your building neads.

including Mew Builds, all iypas of Exfendond ai
well s Lot and Gorage Conversions
DA hom gone J desiang for pg. The 1F one hos
frantformed oo Fees. 1 wos o ground’ oo exiension
A voived rede iy our bilchen of wel e work
wiel o e At sl Quolly and e eved of 1ennice
e Lt & & &

; Q18467 347825
Call now to discuss the

design@jlda.co.uk

project you have inmnd Ly lda.co.uk

Middle Barton
Stores

25 Worlon Road, Middle Barton, OXT TEE
Phome: 01869 340340 Fax: 01869 349731

Your local Comvenience Store and Post Office

STORE HOURS
Monday to Saturday Tam to Gpm

FREE CASH WITHDRAWALS
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Richard Wilkens Architect

Dz ok v’ FVER

Local Kutharity applications ke Planning,

Listed Building conent + Building Requlations for

Mew (Buikdang, Bam Cosversiond, Houwe Extention, + Alterationd,
Lofit Conversions, Garage Coowversions + (onsermiories.

Professional advice on how 1o adapt your home Bod the expanding
family thiough to retirement.

Tel: 01869 349120
Mob: 07740 439160
Email: richardwilkensarchitect@qgmail.com

John Gubbins

Complete Household Maintenance
Painting & Decorating work
Interior and Exterior

Wall Papering, Tiling

Free Quotations

Call: 01869 347438
or: 07990 780599

[COMPUTERPRO]

Local, friendly, fast & flexible experts
Computer Repair & IT Support

Helping Homes & Small Businesses for 20 years

@
b
A
®
U
B

Apple/Mac, Microsoft/Windows & Android
At your hame/business or in our warkshop

Computer slow to start or load?

Poor wifi or slow internet connection?
Broken soreen, liquid or other damage?
SUSPICIOUS activily, Vifus oF hacked!
Are your mobile devices out of sync?

Are your important files backed up?

Call the team on;

01869 352002

heliEcormpubir-paoucn. i WA, COM PLUDE T PRoLC0. Uk
Thee CHd Forge Buildeng, Norh Green, Kirtlington, O)X5 318

www.dornfreepress.com

Julia and the Shark
Book Review

Rose Dale, age 9, writes:

like Julia and the Shark - by Kiran
Millwood Hargrave - because, it's a story
about a lonely givl who makes a friend and
saves a loved one. It’s easy to like because it
has a message that if you dream something
hard enough you can always make it come
true.

Julia and her family move to Shetland for
her Mum’s marine work on the Greenland
Shark and how they live so long. | think Julia
s a great character because she brings a
bully to have a heart and to realise the
worth of kindness.

[ think that this book is for those aged 7+ as
it (s upsetting at some points and may
distress younger ones. Kiran Millwood
Hargrave has also written The Girl of Ink and
Stars, and also Leila and the Blue Fox.

Mobile replacement and Fiing of Car Tyres,
Agricultural Tyres, Commercial Tyres, Planl Tyres
Fitting of Brakes, Exhoust and Wheel alignment

Karl Probbitts 07805 464347
Unit 4, Duns Tew Road, Middle Bardon, OX7 7DG
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District Councilor Update

Dave Jackson writes,

In May a new administration
comprising an alliance of three
different parties took control of
WODC. | am very proud to be a
member of the largest group, the
Liberal Democrats, even though it
i has increased my workload
.| somewhat!

It was my intention, in this article, to mention some of
the changes (and hopefully improvements) that have
happened in the first six months of this alliance.

However, | have recently been told that the future of
the DFP is in some doubt, so | have decided instead
to express my thoughts about the contribution that this
magnificent publication has given our community.

Ever since Jenny and | moved into Middle Barton in
2010, | have always looked forward to reading the DFP.
Not only did it publicise some of the activities that |
enjoy like Beavers and the Drama Group, but it also
brought to my attention things | was completely
unaware of, like The Sustainable Bartons, that | joined.

The DFP has also been a vital outlet to publicise
appeals for projects in the villages. The wonderful
refurbishment of the Alice Marshall Hall is a good
example. On a fundraising point, | am making enquires
about a possible WODC Community grant to help the
playing field committee replace the grotty bark
chippings under the play equipment with a more
permanent rubberised surface (similar to the school
running track). They have already been promised a
couple of significant donations, but more is needed,
so extra contributions would be appreciated.

Since | became your councillor in 2018, the DFP has
been a godsend in terms of letting you know what
WODC has to offer, and what | have been up to. This
was emphasised when | was canvassing for my re-
election in May. | called at every house in The Bartons
Ward to introduce myself, and in some of the outlying
areas like Ledwell and Over Worton a few folk said
words like, "Oh | know who you are. | have seen you
in the DFP ". It is not unreasonable to surmise that my
significantly increased majority was assisted by this
publication, for which | am most grateful.

| do hope that anyone reading this article who has
more time than | have to help the DFP will offer their
services. It's demise will be a huge loss.

Dave Jackson

07407 443944 or skellgilldave@yahoo.co.uk

Congratulations!

xcellent news for Kevin McRobie (left in picture

below), founder and Director of
McRobieAdams, and inhabitant of South Street,
Middle Barton. His firm - a mortgage, protection and
insurance advice firm - received the Gold award in
the Mortgage Adviser Awards at the prestigious
ESTAS Customer Service Awards for 2022. These
are the biggest awards in the UK property industry.

_- ....'p-15 | H J_

i W W

ESTMD

oW w3

e iyl )

The awards are powered by ESTAS’ customer
review platform, and recognise the mortgage
brokers for customer service based on ratings from
clients who have been through the whole moving
experience. This year’s results were calculated from
over 200,000 customer review ratings.

Kevin McRobie said “We are absolutely thrilled to
be recognised in this year’s ESTAS. It means so
much to us as we know it’s our customers who have
judged our performance. We take our levels of
customer service very seriously because we know
clients have a choice. We have always been very
proud of the personal service and this proves we
are delivering what we promise.”

COLLAR & COMB

Professional Dog Grooming
pMicdle Borfon - Oxlondshing

ofe Ve S

8.30am - 5.30pm
Tel: OFFQ0570088
aimod; collarandcamiuka gl Corm
insfzgram: colarandcomb_dag
lacebook.com/oruaityiresandvegonuk




From the Bartons History
Group

any people, who "1:.-_-“,%':“_‘" .
have lived in the | = & .
Bartons for some time, .1'-“ 3 . ™~
will remember Audrey '

Martin as she cycled
around the village that
she was so involved in, it
was partly her inspiration
that began the Dorn Free
Press! And one of her
principle lasting legacies
is the huge collection of
local historical
documents and
photographs which form the bulk of the Bartons’
History Group archive. This store is the bedrock of
the Bartons’ History Group which Audrey founded
some 40 or so years ago, and which recently had
its first meeting since the end of Covid restrictions,
keen as it is not to become history!

The group has produced a number of publications
over the years, many by Audrey herself, and which
are still available, though some are now in short
supply. “Bygones Bartons” is a periodical produced
by the group which began in 2011 and has so far
published 9 booklets in the series. All copies of
Bygone Bartons are available for free by digital
download from the Bartons’ History Group website
at this address
https://bartonshistorygroup.org.uk/bygone-
bartons-and-the-dorn-freen-press.

At the last meeting we commissioned work to begin
for our nest issue - volume 9 - and which we hope
will be posted through every household in the
Bartons sometime in the first half of 2023.

If you are interested in
local history and would
like to become
involved, we are a
friendly and informal
group, who would
welcome you to come
along and get involved.
Please get in contact
via

enquiries@bartonshistorygroup.org.uk and our
website is: www.bartonshistorygroup.org.uk.

www.dornfreepress.com

ﬂ( PAUL KAY HAIR SALON m

Artistic stylists, Experienced colour technicians
Hee consultation, Aftercare advice. Modern culling
technigues, Varied price ranges to suit your hudget

Professional High guality styling
for Ladies and Gentlemen

413 oxford sireel
Woodsiock, Dxon
01993 810810
paulkayhairsalon.co.uk
paulkayhairsalon@blconnecl.com

onling appoinimeants sailable
hitips-fovaku. comdsites/paul-kay-hair-salon/ 3525
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PASTURE-FED
SHORTHORN BEEF

For sale direct froem cwr farm a1 Mesher Worton
Hivme=bred, amed for 35 0ays [or Exira flavour and
terclermiess, butchened and vacuurm packed
Avalable in theee sinsd bowoes of assorted jomis,
sheaks and olbher cuts
F250 Boarknd bow | £TES Tharng bor | £700 Cook s B

O sodd &4 indnadwal joerits, steaks and other cuty

LLANAWENDG LAME BOXES AVAILABLE AUG-NOV
Fehole amb Butchened £150
For more information
Email: joanna@briarland.co.uk
Telephone: 01869 337636
Website: www.briarland.co.uk

L
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WI Update

Ali Mawer writes:

We started our Autumn
calendar  with a

visually interesting talk on

miniatures which | think

inspired some members to
have a go!

We crafted and made cards |
together in October and in [
November Ken Lusted | =
spoke on his ‘experience’ of =
‘The Iranian Embassy’, a fascinating account
leaving us with some emotional feelings.

WI also hosted a group meeting inviting

neighbouring WI’s, food, music, and entertainment
filled an enjoyable evening.

Our festive crafting started in
November with an open
evening of Christmas creations
with some excellent skills being
shared and some productive
pieces being taken home. We
also enjoyed mince pies and
mulled wine as we crafted!

In December we are looking forward to our WI
Christmas evening, including a three-course dinner,
some festive fun and celebrations!

It has been a busy year, and we welcome

newcomers!

Contact for
(President)

membership is Jenny Jackson

Email skellgill_jenny@yahoo.co.uk or telephone
01869 340759

Dates for the diary

10/1/23 — Curling

14/2/23 — Community Constable Ben Hallam
14/3/23 — AGM and supper

11/4/23 — Hedgehogs Hugh Warwick
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Horners SMR

For Sernaee, Maintenance and Repair of

garden veachinery and equipmen

{eorilon Hoaner

2 Naswsr Farmmy Caoltage, Cliveley
Ernstoaee, (adordddare. OXT 1D

Telephone: O1G08 677298
Maolbsile Text: OFS2A4707045

LFeminl: ghornerE= HomersS MR com

‘ Elt:ti: .HEECUE&I

We have lots of beautiful cats and
kittens in need of loving homes

ke 1o adopt, cheCk oul our website

1T WOl ol
SUunSRiNgCairgsSCun. org. uk
ar amail Lou: loutyack @yahoo.com
You can o heip us by spansoning one of cur special needs
cals lor |J5| £3 a month, & purrect present ior cat lovers®

T

-[LAI.-'H.‘-L ou .th. :..:l.!uwt&,

VEHICLE REPAIRS

JIM STEWART
PROPRIETOR

27 Warton Road
MIDDLE BARTORM
i huruj'.-lnq Morton

ONNEeC.OOm

Surw:ingmepnhsm OT/Tyres ete.




Chess Problem 45

Trevor Daniels writes

What should White play in this position?

Answers on Page 19!

KJ Millard Ltd
All Sizes

Fast, Friendly and
Efficient Service

COMPETITIVE RATES

Thie number of passEngery Ring The Sernce has
dropped. Why ret Tole @ rde?

Come B0 Chipping Morton Merket on Wiedneddoy, o Bieite”
an & Fridey Deddnglon Farmer's macket - 4™ Saburday of
the mosth - parkng i mock cadeer of 8 Bud becasss we da it

o el

VOLURTEER DRIVERS - ALWAY S MEERED
Cominch Marhn Reberts
TIBES J4TIES

F

-

A"

01608 641361

wiwnw Kjmillard.co. uk

www.dornfreepress.com

N

SAFE IN OUR HANDS
When someone you love dies . _ | its reassuring
to know there's someone you can trust,

Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors

Serwing families in Oxfordshiire for oper 50 years
ard zeith a Fureral Director liring in Middle Barton
available for home visifs

wiaw, jerramshrod hers.co.nk
WODSTOCK 019493 511401 KIDLINGTON G1865 374444
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Garden Update

Darren Bullock writes:

ith  our yuletide

festivities well and
truly over and with the
Christmas tree being either
packed away or put out for
recycling, and the smell of
brussel sprouts finally
being eradicated from our
homes, there may be just
one reminder of festive
merriment left inside. How
many of us are still clinging
onto that Christmas
favourite pot plant the good
old Poinsettia?

It may be looking very sad now, missing a lot of
leaves but is it's life destined for the great compost
bin in the sky or is a Poinsettia for life and not just
for Christmas?

In the UK we buy an estimated eight million plants
every festive period in shades of red, pink and
cream.

So how do we keep these plants growing from
year to year. Here are just a few tips for this very
difficult plant:

1: Ideal temperature 16-28c they hate the cold and
drafts.

2: Keep the compost damp but never wet.

3: As soon as the coloured bracts fade reduce all
branches by half their length. Be careful of the sap
as it can - like all other members of the Euphorbia
family - cause irritation.

4: Keep the plant on the dry side now, this is it's
dormant period.

5: Repot in your preferred potting compost in
June, avoid over potting.

6: When growth restarts select five shoots to
retain, the remainder can be removed and used
for cuttings

7: Place plants outside in a sheltered area from
August and bring back inside in mid September.
Avoid extreme sunny spots.
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8: From August
onwards feed with a
I liquid feed. Tomato feed
is perfect.

9: Bract formation is the
tricky part. Poinsettias
require short days and
long nights to initiate
bract formation
(photoperiodism) and a
slight drop in
temperature
(vernilisation).

10: If you have a spare warm room (who does
these days!!) put your plant in there and restrict
day light after eight hours. Avoid switching the light
on as one minute of light will reset the plant’s
internal clock.

11: Another alternative is to cover it with a large
cardboard box after eight hours of light. Do not
use a plastic bag.

12: Once your plant has hopefully developed it's
bracts, just care for it in the same way.

It is a lengthy process but even if you just repeat
steps one to eight you will be rewarded with a very
nice foliage pot plant which is helping Poinsettias
to become a more sustainable crop.

Wishing you all a very happy New year and here's
to a great gardening year.

J B H CARPENTRY

Experienced in:

All types of Carpentry, Kitchen Fitting
Tiling (foors and walls) ok Sy

Bathroom Refurbishment (-] Eg‘g
e ¥
-

General Property Maintenance %
ol fodday frar T iy aavioe g 'u."'l.l.ﬂ [
Tel/Fax: 01869 347 457 Mobile: 07860 180 892
Emanl: Jbhenderson20 ] 9w outlook.com
Middles Barion

enquiries@dornfreepress.com




Answer to Chess Puzzle:

White can mate in two moves with a Rook
sacrifice:

1.Re5+ dxe (d Pawn takes the Rook - the only
move)

2.f5# (f Pawn on, check, and the Black King
can't move - mate!)

A little harder than usual. Well done if you saw
this!

Save your postage
stamps!

Carol and Kay would like to thank you all §.
for saving your used postage stamps that =¥

¢ B raise much needed funds for our local
4 Hospice Katherine House in Adderbury.

Please continue to save and ask your [k

I friends and neighbours to chip in too.
Please hand them to Diane in Middle
Barton shop for collection.

Spot the Difference
Answers

f;{ﬁ/,/? Y New Year!

www.dornfreepress.com
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conventional Jﬂﬁw syeteme in both
i and aateral gag, fo fold dathrooms
and Servicing.

There ds ma job tov big o smal,

LiberHouse Garden Buildings

For the Business of Warking from Home

With internal loor arneas siarting from & sgm (S8 sg tup B
Ul 0 of 1he Rarngs Shudio Ml & 20 84 /m (215 84 i), o
S Hanga ofars mamy posubiklias

Stating with a Sudio One homa office, you can add a
separa SIcrags space for garden [ools, Of yOu can add an
edarnal open space, of hawe bath

Thia Do Mull with 8 shder room and 8 Kichen can Do &
granry fial o guest room and also b used b
Facliiiy Mir il bols

With a cholce of & 920 rool, piichad rool o Iean-to rool our
busldirga can ba beastandng of can GO D ajared & wall ol
thy hpusg i form an gxdersion

Al o garden bulldings carmy & 10 pear guaraniss

Call now to find out mare

01869 349825
design@liberhouse.co.uk  www. libarhouss.co.uk
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5th Thurs.

10th Tues.

12th Thurs.

14th Sat.

14th Sat.

16th Mon.

28th Sat.

Dates for the Diary

January 2023

Middle Barton School
Start of term for Children

W.I Duns Tew Village Hall,7.30pm
Event: Curling

Contact: Jenny Jackson:

01869 340759

The Barton’s and Woodstock
Walking Group

Meet at 10am. Various venues
Contact: David Wharton:
david@thistledome.net

Abilene Country Music Club -
featuring: Dave Anderson
Sports and Social Club, 8.00pm

Call by bluff wine tasting -
Clare Burgess 347382 or email
dunstewpcc@gmail.com.

Steeple Barton Parish Council
Meeting. Alice Marshall Hall, 8.00pm

Jacket Potato Night - Pre-School
Fundraiser

Farm Shops
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9th Thurs.

14th Tues.

18th Sat.

20th Mon.

February 2023

The Barton’s and Woodstock
Walking Group Meet at 10am.
Various venues

Contact: David Wharton:
david@thistledome.net

W.L

Duns Tew Village Hall, 7.30pm
Event: A Community Constable -
Ben Hallam.

Contact:

Jenny Jackson: 01869 340759

Abilene Country Music Club -
featuring: Daniel Beard
Sports and Social Club, 8.00pm

Steeple Barton Parish Council
Meeting. Alice Marshall Hall, 8.00pm

DORM FREE PRESS

Farmers’ Markets

1.30pm

12.30pm

1.00pm

Banbury: 1 Fri of the month, 8.30—1.30pm
Bicester: every Fri, 9.00—4.30pm
Chipping Norton: 3 Sat of the month, 8.30—

Deddington: 4™ Sat of the month, 9:00—

Kidlington: every Fri and Sat, 9.00—4.30pm
Summertown: every Sun, 10.00-2.00pm
Woodstock: 15t and 3 Sat of the month, 8.30—

For more information visit: www.tvfm.org.uk
Tel: 01235 227266

enquiries@dornfreepress.com




