Paper 3   Steeple Barton Parish Council meeting 19th October 2009.

Use of the word ‘summons’.


At the September 09 meeting of the Steeple Barton Parish Council, objection was used to the word summons in the agenda.

The following is the quote from 

Arnold Baker 
Local Council Administration.

‘A similar period before the meeting a summons signed by the clerk must be left at or sent by post to the usual residence of every member of the council’.  
Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12 paras 10 (2) (b) This must specify the business which it is proposed to transact in such a way that the member who receives it can identify the matters which he will be expected to discuss.  A council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not specified in the summons.  

Some agendas conclude with the item ‘any other business’.  Since this conceals rather than specifies the business, if any, to which it relates no decisions may lawfully be made on business brought up for discussion under it, unless the council has at a previous meeting passed a standing order which permits business left over from a previous meeting to be discussed under this head.  There is however, no objection to matters being discussed under the heading of ‘Any other business’ which involve no more than an exchange of information’.
