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STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 21st DECEMBER 2009, AT THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON, COMMENCED AT 8.00pm.  
	Councillors Present:
	Ken Norman (Chair), Janice Dyer, Andrea Gardner, Deanna Gardner, John Hanks, Andrew Henderson, David Weighell, Jeremy Needle.


	Present:
	0

	Public:
	1

	Clerk:
	Claire Poulton



As the Chairman felt that item 16g on the agenda was likely to take some time to discuss, he requested that some items on the agenda should be transferred to the agenda for January 2010.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Mr. Williams of Hillside Road, raised the following issues:
1. With the ice and snow on the ground at the present time, Mr. Williams asked why no salt had been placed in the salt bins by WODC, ready for use.  The Chair pointed out that salt had been placed in the bins on Kiddington Hill and Church Lane.  Mr. Williams said that no salt had been put in the bins in Hollier’s Crescent, Marshall Crescent/ Hillside Road junction and by the Playing Fields. 
 RESOLVED:

 THAT, the clerk will contact the Highways Department at WODC and ask for salt to be placed in the bins, in anticipation for the next bad weather event.
RESOLVED:

 THAT, the Clerk will contact the Highways Department at WODC and ask them to replace the salt bin at the junction of North Street and Kiddington Road.
2. The condition of the Ballard Close walkway means it is very difficult to negotiate with a wheel chair.  The concrete surface needs attention and there is a hedge over the path.  

Cllr. Henderson informed the PC that they owned the walkway between Bollard Close and Worton Road.  He said that it had been unadopted land and the PC had had the opportunity to make the path wider, when the path was going through the adoption process, but had not taken the opportunity at the time, and the land had been adopted by the neighbouring house.  The PC should now consider asking to buy the land off the neighbour to make this path wider and therefore wheelchair accessible.
RESOLVED:

THAT, the Parish Council will consider action to be taken with respect to the concrete path surface and the Clerk will organize for the hedge to be cut.
RESOLVED:

 THAT, the Parish Council will raise the issue about wheelchair access on pathways around the village, on the walkabout with Paul Wilson in March.

RESOLVED:

 THAT, the Parish Council will talk to Paul Wilson about the option of purchasing some land to make the walkway from Ballards Close to Worton Road wheelchair accessible.
3. The hedge at the Turnpike crossroads is still obscuring the signs.  The police cut the hedge after a serious accident.  
The Chair informed Mr. Williams that the PC had contacted the Highways department about the hedge on previous occasions and but that the hedge had still not been cut.  

4. Stables have been placed at the back of the cottage on the Turnpike, with an entrance onto the B4030.  Mr. Williams felt that bringing horse boxes and horses out of the gateway and onto the main road was a serious hazard, and was not sure how planning permission had been granted.
5. Dashwood House.  Mr. Williams asked whether anybody had gone back to the original deeds to see if there was a clause stating that the site should be used for social housing. 

Mr. Williams expressed concern that a resident, aged 86, had lived in the village all her life, and could now be moved anywhere in Oxfordshire.  

The Chair informed Mr. Williams that the PC was in a difficult situation, because people presently living in Dashwood House were able to drive cars and were therefore not the category of people for which Dashwood House had initially been built.  Also the present building does not meet current standards required for accommodation of this type.
Cllr. Henderson had in the previous month contacted Cllr. Goffe and had raised the issue with him.  Cllr. Goffe informed Cllr. Henderson that he was dealing with the matter.

The Chair has on previous occasions raised the issue with Cllr. Biles and Cllr. Hudspeth of WODC and neither were willing to take the matter further. 

RESOLVED:

 THAT, Mr. Williams will contact Cllrs. Goffe and Hudspeth and raise the matter with them.
6. Road sweeping.  Mr. Williams felt that sometimes Hillside Road was missed off the route, taken by the road sweeper.  The road sweeper vehicle comes to the village every 12 weeks.
7. Kidlington Airport.  Mr. Williams felt that planes were flying low over the village and asked if an agreement could be reached where the planes avoid the village.

RESOLVED:

THAT, Mr. Williams will contact Cllr. Hudspeth and raise the matter with him.
8. Cars park on the pavement in South Street.  The blind man in the village, has a dog which will not take him off the pavement to go around the cars.  Mr. Williams therefore requested that the police stop cars parking on the pavement in South Street.  Cllrs. Dyer and Norman, who live in South Street, informed Mr. Williams that it was not possible for cars to park anywhere else, and it was important for other vehicles to be able to travel up and down the road.
	AGENDA ITEM
	ISSUES DISCUSSED

	111.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Belcher (work commitments) and Ian Travers Smith, Business Continuity Manager, Oxfordshire County Council Emergency Planning Unit for item 114. (Inclement weather).   

	112.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
The Clerk declared a personal interest in item 16g on the agenda.

	113.
	MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING OF THE LAST MEETING.

The minutes of the last meeting were presented and approved. 
Matters arising:
No matters were raised.
RESOLVED: 
That, the minutes of the meeting held on 16th November 09 are agreed and signed as an accurate record. 


	114. 
	EMERGENCY PLANNING.
Ian Travers Smith, Business Continuity Manager, Oxfordshire County Council Emergency Planning Unit was unable to attend due to snow conditions and this agenda item was delayed until January 2010.
The Chair informed the PC that ambulance services were only succeeding 50% of the time, to reach their target of an 8 minute response time in rural areas.  
As a result of this he had placed a request for volunteer in the bulletin, who would be prepared to undertake training in the use of defibrillators and if the result was positive he would seek approval to purchase a number for the Parish Council.

RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will add Emergency Planning to the January agenda.


	115.
	SCHOOL MATTERS AFFECTING THE COMMUNITY.

The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the Chairman of Governors had withdrawn the offer to attend the PC meeting on a quarterly basis to answer questions.  
The PC expressed disappointment, as they had a number of questions to ask.  

The Chair asked Cllr. Henderson why the school had 16 governors. This appeared to be above the correct ratio in respect of co-opted (community governors).

The Chair informed the PC that he had been approached by a mother looking to move her children to an alternative school.  The PC knew of 5 other parents that were looking to move their children at this point.  If the school keeps a pupil until January, they will keep the funding for the whole year.

Cllr. Henderson said that the staff issue had come to an end, but that parents were presently unhappy because of an issue about a job share, about which they had not been told.



	116.
	STORAGE OF COUNCIL PAPERS.

An invoice has been received from Sue Lawrie for the storage of papers at her house, subsequent to her resignation as Parish Clerk.
Cllr. Hanks and Cllr. Norman said that they were opposed to paying the invoice as clerks had not charged for storage of papers at their house in the last 30 years.

Cllr. Norman informed the PC that Sue Lawrie, in his opinion, did not work out her 3 months notice period and that this invoice covered the period that should have been worked out.  He also informed the PC that Sue Lawrie had not completed the audit return as promised and that many costs had been incurred as a result.

Cllr. Needle said that there was a moral side to this.

A vote was taken and 5 councillors voted to pay the invoice; 2 were opposed and there was one abstention.
RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will pay the invoice submitted by Sue Lawrie. 


	117.
	HEALTH AND SAFETY AND RISK ASSESSMENTS OF ASSETS.

The Chairman asked that this agenda point should be moved to January, due to the lengthy discussion likely for agenda point 16g.

RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will add this to the January agenda.


	118.
	CREATIVE OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE ARTS, SPORT AND LEISURE IN THE BARTON’S. 

Cllr. Henderson reported to the committee that a very positive meeting was held by the working party of the Parish Council with Hannah Cervenka and Heather McCullock, the Development Managers, in the Arts and Leisure and Tourism Dept. at WODC. 
In the past WODC has arranged activities and asked people to attend.  They are now taking a new approach and are approaching our community, offering help and support and funding and asking the community to lead on providing opportunities for sports, arts and leisure.

The parish of Steeple Barton is being used as the pilot to this approach.

RESOLVED:
 THAT, Heather and Hannah will put together some draft terms of reference for the group and will then approach the Clerk for the councillors response.

RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will work with Heather and Hannah to write an article for the Dorn Free Press, which asks for members of the community to join a working group, which will initially provide activities for the younger community, but which will ultimately provide activities for the whole community.


	119.
	HEDGE AND COUNCIL LAND AT 6, HOLLIERS CRESCENT.

Cllr. Henderson informed the PC that when Mr. And Mrs. Beale initially asked to plant the hedge to prevent balls reaching their house, they were told when they that they would have to become responsible for maintenance of the grass if the hedge was planted.  This they agreed to do.
RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will contact Mr. And Mrs. Beale and inform them that if they would like the PC to take on maintenance of the area again, the PC will remove the hedge and then cut the grass on a regular basis.


	120.
	HORSE CHESTNUT TREE. KIRBY CLOSE.

Cllr. Henderson informed the PC that the Horse Chestnut tree is a long way from Mr. and Mrs. Shorey’s house.  Therefore the PC wishes to maintain their stance.


	121.
	VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGN (VAS) AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE VILLAGE.

1. The Chair informed the PC that the permanent VAS by the Carpenters Arms, will be positioned in the new year.

2. The Clerk informed the PC that the one off payment of £400 would pay for the ground screw for the temporary VAS.  The sign would then be placed in the village for a couple of weeks, two or three times a year.  

RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will approach Steve Wood, Team Leader, Speed Management (Ops), Road Safety & Travel Plans Group, Oxfordshire County Council and inform him that the PC would like to place a temporary VAS next to the rectory.



	122.
	COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE PARISH COUNCIL.
The Chairman asked that this agenda point should be moved to January, due to the lengthy discussion likely for agenda point 16g.

RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will add this to the January agenda.


	123.
	TENDERS FOR GRASS CUTTING AND PLANTERS AT THE EDGE OF THE VILLAGE. 
The Chair informed the PC that Mark Probbitts of M. And D. Gardening Services, had been awarded the grass cutting tender and that we are awaiting the contracts from WODC, so that the PC can sign a contract with WODC to provide grass cutting services, back to back with signing a contract with Mark Probbitts.
RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will contact Steve Stewart and inform him that we no longer require his services for grass cutting.



	124.
	REPORTS

I. HIGHWAYS, PAVEMENTS AND VERGES - Cllr Henderson.
Cllr. Henderson informed the committee that WODC have not repaired the hole in North Street.

Cllr. Deanna Gardener informed the PC about a pot hole at the junction of North Street and Worton Road.  
RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will contact WODC and ask them to repair the pot hole at the junction of North Street and Worton Road.

II. TRANSPORT- Cllr Dyer.
Cllr. Dyer informed the PC that the timetables for the Heyfordian buses, at the bus stops, had still not arrived.  

Cllr. Dyer informed the PC that she is awaiting the survey results from Transport for Oxford, so that she can access how it will affect the village.


	125.
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
· Cllr. Henderson, as representative of the Planning Sub Committee, reported that there were no planning applications for this month.
· He reported the granting of planning permission to 

· Erection of single storey side extension and conversion of integral garage to form additional living accommodation at 46, Hollier’s Crescent, Middle Barton.

· Erection of two storey and first floor side extension at 58, Hollier’s Crescent, Middle Barton. 



	126.
	FINANCE 

I. DONATIONS.  The PC discussed and considered applications received from youth organisations in the village for donations of £100. There was a feeling that all the tasks/activities were church based and that the church should sponsor these tasks.  There was a feeling that these tasks would not benefit the community as a whole.
Cllr. Hanks informed the PC, that in the past, if donations were requested, the organizations requesting the donation should submit audited accounts.

Cllr. Weighell felt that this was not getting into the community sprit and the aim was to try to create activities within the village.
RESOLVED:
 THAT, the PC will pay these donations of £100 on this occasion, but that next year, they will be more specific about what they want and will tell groups that they need to submit an application for approval before they carry out the task.
II. AUDIT.  The Chair informed the PC that the external auditors had talked to David Monk, the internal auditor, and that they were now awaiting the final return from the Clerk.
III. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS.  The Chair requested that the Financial Regulations return to the Finance Committee for further review, before full approval is sought from the full Parish Council meeting.
IV. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.  
The Chair presented the Accounts for Payment, as presented in Appendix A.  The following points were discussed and considered by the PC.
i. Steve Stewart.  Grass cutting.  Cllr. Henderson informed the PC that Steve Stewart was asked to do three cuts in the year.  He has submitted invoices for six cuts.  It was decided that the council will pay on this occasion, but then inform Steve Stewart that his services are no longer required.

ii. The Chair questioned whether the Clerks salary; expenses and gratuity were in budget and therefore should be approved, as the hours were higher than in the contract. The PC voted that the Clerk’s salary, expenses and gratuity should be approved.
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the Accounts for Payment as presented in Appendix A totalling £1025.7p are noted and accepted. 

V. The Chair presented the Accounts for Payment for the Allotment Account, as presented in Appendix A.  
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the Accounts for Payment as presented in Appendix A for the Allotment Account totalling £407.84p are noted and accepted. 
VI. FINANCE SUB COMMITTEE.
The committee were to receive an update from the Finance sub committee on the following agenda point:
i. The final precept budget and application.
. RESOLVED:
 THAT, the clerk will add this to the January agenda.

The Clerk left the meeting at 9.15pm.
VII. The Parish Council received, discussed and considered a paper from the Chairman on the terms and conditions of the Parish Clerk, following a National Agreement negotiated by the NALC and the SLCC. This agreement, referring to the terms and conditions of employment for clerks and other officers of town, parish and community councils, replaced the agreement established in 1996, and was implemented on January 1 2005 following its formal adoption by both organisations. 
Following a detailed discussion on this it was agreed that the Chairman would write to the clerk with their response.

	109.
	REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS.
No district or county councillors were present.


	110.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.

The items not discussed at this meeting will be added to the January 2010 agenda.


	
	DATE AND LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was confirmed as Monday 18th January 2010 at the Alice Marshall Hall starting at 8pm. There being no further business the meeting closed at 10 pm. 
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