STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 21 JUNE 2010 - 8PM

THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Deanna Gardner, John Hanks, Andrew Henderson, Andrea Gardner, Ken Giles, Trish Cyster, John Bews, Tim Burtsal



	Present:
	Ian Hudspeth (OCC), Chris Jones (TVPCLO)

	Public:
	1



	Clerk:
	Jo Ross




REPORT FROM CHRIS JONES, THAMES VALLEY POLICE COMMUNITY LIASON OFFICER

Chris Jones gave an updated on the stabbing rumour and reassured the council that the channels of communication between TVP and the villages were wide open.  He also reported on 5 recent incidents of anti social behaviour in the village were currently being dealt with by him.  John Hanks asked for a distinction to be made between reported crime and actual crime and Chris Jones confirmed that many incidents of this nature (anti social behaviour) were now dealt with in the manner of the old fashioned beat bobby which meant that statistics had become slightly blurred in this area.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

No questions were received

206. 
To receive apologies for absence. 


No apologies received

207. 
Declarations of Interest.  

To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


No declarations of interest were made at this time.

208.
Minutes of the last meeting. 


The minutes of the last meeting were approved.  

RESOLVED


THAT, the minutes of the meeting held on 17 May 10 is agreed and signed as an accurate 
record. 
209.
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the Agenda 
(a) To receive an update on storage of council papers. 

The clerk indicated that at the present time she had not been in touch with the school regarding current storage nor had purchased a fire proof cabinet to store the minutes.  This would be addressed.

(b) Parish Plan


The chair addressed the meeting with regard to the content of the Parish Plan which 
she had discussed with Chris Jones (History Group) and Robin Roberts-Gant.  The 
previous plan needed to be reviewed as to what areas had been addressed and 
which 
hadn’t and it was suggested that the final outcome of how the plan should 
be put together to show e.g.-more comments less statistics and to achieve this  
should be determined prior to the new plan being written.  New councillors asked to 
see sight of the previous plan so they could bring new ideas to the 2010 plan. A 
committee still 
needed to be formed to take the plan forward.


The chair also said that there was a view that the next plan should be for Steeple 
Barton 
only and not include Westcote Barton or Sandford St Martin. To make the 
results easier to be correlated. 
RESOLVED


THAT, previous copies of the plan would be distributed to all councillors by Cllr Dyer and that feedback would be given at the September public meeting.
(c) Emergency Plan



Trish Cyster reported that no action had been taken at this time but she would 


report back in July. However she had been given two names by Ken Norman who 

may be willing to take part in developing the plan

(d) Youth Groups 


Tim Burtsal reported that no action had been taken at this time but he would 
report back in July.  He was referred to the Council’s web site for details of the youth 
organisations in the village

(e) Allotments 


The clerk reported from her SBAS committee role that the accounts were in the 
process of being set up by Claire Poulton and Carl Gross but until she had received 
the bank statements belonging to SBPC for these accounts and had done a proper 
reconciliation she was not in a position to assign the monies.  Change of details were 
currently being undertaken by NatWest so she would hopefully be receiving 
statements shortly.

(f)  Bulletin Accounts 


The accounts were added to the circulation box

RESOLVED


THAT, the accounts would be discussed at the July meeting

(g) August Meeting 

RESOLVED

THAT, a full public meeting would be held in August, proposed by John Hanks and seconded by Andrea Gardner.

(h) 
Bus shelter - North Street


A thank you note had been sent to Alistair Lester for repainting the shelter with an 
offer of reimbursement.  No invoice to date.

(i) 
Affordable Housing 


Discussion on current status of need for affordable housing in village.  Cllr 
Henderson put forward that 29 people were in need of Affordable Housing in the 
village from a recent study.  Various sites had been suggested and turned down due 
to OCC policy on mixed development or transport issues. District Cllr Goffe had in 
the past offered land by the Carpenters Arms but no further action had been taken. 
Ian Hudspeth updated the council on the Rural Exception Sites policy.  Cottsway 
Housing was also discussed following an email from Robert Dale questioning the 
Affordable Housing situation. Again Ian Hudspeth updated the council on the points 
system that was used by housing Homes which meant that vacant housing was 
necessarily allocated to villagers.  If a Rural Exception Site however was chosen as 
the mean to provide Affordable Housing in the village then residents would have 
priority.  

RESOLVED

THAT, the matter would be addressed again when WODC made a presentation to the council at the July meeting and Bob Dale would be invited to attend.  In the meantime Cllr Dyer would try and establish where the offer from District Cllr Goffe had got to.
210.
Reports
a) School Governors report - Cllr Henderson.

Minutes not approved from last Governors meeting so Cllr Henderson could not report back.  He did however comment that the on-going complaint at the school had been withdrawn and that there were currently 119 children on the role.  Cllr Henderson also reported on the monies being spent at the school at present to accommodate the disabled child who would be starting at the school in September.
  He also commented that the support plan had not as yet moved forward which was reiterated by Cllr Hudspeth but this would still be actioned.

b) Highways, pavements and verges

Correspondence was addressed at this point from 2A/2B Woodway and 4 Enstone Road in connection with the Horse Chestnut tree.  Cllr Giles registered an interest at this point due to his property being adjacent to the complainants. Previously the owner of 2A/2B Woodway had claimed ownership of the land on which the tree stands so the council were not in a position to action the report from the tree surgeon.  The owner is now refuting ownership.

RESOLVED

THAT, ownership was to be established via the Environment & 
Economy - Arboriculture Team at OCC.  Ian Hudspeth to contact them.  In the meantime Cllr Cyster would get a Tree Surgeon to deliver a report on the tree and the clerk would write a letter responding to the two complainants to keep them abreast of the council’s decision.


Also discussed was the condition of the roads in and around the 
village with regards 
to potholes. Cllr Henderson said he was still waiting on a Walk Around with Paul 
Wilson at OCC. Ian Hudspeth explained the current policy of the council in light of 
the unprecedented winter. A further 1.4million had been allocated to the particular 
problem of potholing and a new fix and find policy was due to come into operation 
shortly. A number had been allocated to reporting issues 0845 310111 and Cllr 
Hudspeth encouraged everybody to use this.

RESOLVED


THAT, Ian Hudspeth would chase up Paul Wilson to contact Cllr Henderson.




A further issue was discussed with regards to the hole by the Alice Marshall 


Hall which was on their land.
RESOLVED 



THAT, Cllr Dyer would write to the AMH committee.
Also discussed the Bridge on the Dock which was a concern because of the feeling it was unsafe and that the handrail contains a gas pipe.
RESOLVED
 



THAT, Cllr Dyer would contact Paul Wilson.

c) Transport

The chair reported on the recent email from Encon with regard to Enstone Quarry being a potential site for the new Waste and Recycling Centre once Dean Pit closed in September 2011.  WODC have made it clear that no site had yet been decided and each would be looked at with best practiced and due diligence.
 Ian Hudspeth commented at this time that from October 10 there would be a change in waste policy for WODC. This would involve a weekly food waste and recycling collection with an alternate week collection for green waste and residual waste.

RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Dyer would write to David Norris asking him to bear this in mind 
and the traffic implications for the village.


Cllr Dyer also reported that Joanne Cooke-Yarborough had written to her 
commenting on the seemed increase of Lorries through the village on the 
B4030. A recent survey carried out by the Department of Transport showed 
that on a given day in 2009 83 Lorries of which 4 were 4 axles ridged passed 
through the village.  On the same day on 2010 237 passed through the 

village of which 120 were 4 axle ridged but this was an anomaly due to a 
convoy of lorries carrying soil to a local site. Therefore the 120 didn’t count 
but there was still a considerable increase on that day. Cllr Hanks said that 
the statistics showed that 237 lorries passed through the village regardless 
of the anomaly.
RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Dyer would write to Joanne Cooke-Yarborough with the facts 
and figures.



Cllr Dyer also put a consultation plan for local transport into the 
circulation 

box.

d) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields

John Bews reported that he had not yet spoken to the Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields associations but intended to do so shortly.

e) Reports from County of District Councillors

Ian Hudspeth reported the OCC Budget Update (Appendix D) 

211.
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson

(i) Alterations and erection of two storey front extension.  60 Holliers Crescent, Middle Barton.   
No objections by the council.  

212.
 Finances 

a. To report on the current status of the Year End and External Audit 
The clerk reported that this was all being carried out to timescale and she was waiting on the Internal Audit Report.
RESOLVED

THAT, the Finance Committee would be required to have a meeting to discuss the year end accounts on receipt of the internal auditors report in order to sign off the accounts at the full council meeting in July.

b. To discuss and consider a revised and simplified  Budget Tracker to be submitted at the next Financial Committee for consideration
John Hanks questioned the need for a budget tracker but this is now part of the Year End and External Audit process so must be kept. 

RESOLVED

THAT, the council would only see a simplified version of the tracker which would be agreed at the next Finance Committee Meeting.

c. To discuss and consider a request from Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance in respect of a donation towards their work in Oxfordshire. (Appendix C)

RESOLVED

THAT, the council would make a donation due to the Air Ambulance being called out to the village recently.  The amount to be determined by the Finance Committee

d. To discuss the discrepancies discovered in the accounts under the former Clerk’s watch with regard to amounts agreed and those actually paid and reconciled with the bank statement during the current year end process.  The amounts are not huge but have caused difficulties in reconciling the minuted accounts with the bank statements.

RESOLVED

THAT, these would only become an issue following and External Audit Investigation but had been reconciled for the previous financial year with the accounts.

e. To discuss the financial situation with regard to the outgoing Clerk’s claim for holiday pay and settlement of final payment.

Cllr Hanks withdrew from the meeting at this point due to a disagreement with how the matter should be handled.

RESOLVED

THAT, Cllr Dyer would write to Mrs Poulton.

f. To discuss the deferred pay of the current clerk who commenced her appointment on 24 May 2010 and is suggesting the 6.5 hours undertaken in May are added to the June invoice from LRM Consultancy. 

RESOLVED

THAT, this was allowed, proposed by Andrew Henderson and seconded by Ken Giles.

g. Accounts for Payment 

i. To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix A to agenda June 2010)  
213.  
To receive items for next agenda. 


AOB from May 2010 meeting to be an agenda item for July meeting.


Correspondence to be included

214.
 AOB


No other business was received.

215.
 Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 19 July 2010 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.
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  Signed .............................................


