STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 19 JULY 2010 - 8PM

THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Deanna Gardner, Andrew Henderson, Andrea Gardner, Ken Giles, Trish Cyster, John Bews, Tim Burtsal



	Present:
	

	Public:
	3


	Clerk:
	Jo Ross




PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 


A member of the public asked whether the brambles in Mill Lane could be cut back.
RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would check with M & D Gardening Services if the site was part of the 
mowing plan and if so could they undertake the work.
216. 
To receive apologies for absence. 


No apologies received

217.
Declarations of Interest.  

To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


No declarations of interest were made at this time.
218.
AOB May 2010

RESOLVED


THAT, the motion put forward under AOB in May 2010 in respect of the public being able 
to speak to agenda items subject to approval of the chair be agreed.  This agreed 
unanimously by the council.
219.
Election of new councillor to replace Cllr Hanks who resigned on 21 June 2010.


Discussion in respect of the correct procedure as put forward by the returning officer, Keith 
Butler, at WODC.  The policy was outlined by all and although felt to be a nonsence peace of 
bureaucracy by all was agreed to be adhered to.  The subject also raised a discussion about 
the number of councillors on the council at any one time.  Although the returning officer had 
indicated that this was the decision of WODC and couldn’t be amended at the earliest until 
2014 the council agreed to ask for clarity on this subject due to their being more willing 
volunteers than positions and again it would add new dimension to the council, bring on 
stream new abilities and spread the load.
RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would follow the correct procedure to allow Cllr Hanks vacant seat to be 
replaced and would contact Keith Butler to ask for written confirmation in respect of the 
number of councillors allowed on the PC.
220.
Minutes of the last meeting. 


The minutes of the last meeting were approved.  

RESOLVED


THAT, the minutes of the meeting held on 20 June 10 are agreed and signed as an accurate 
record. 
221.
Correspondence

The council had received a letter from Claire Poulton in respect of accepting the final offer of 
£276.86 holiday pay, which was to be paid by return.    Due to the unavailability of the RBC 
and current council signatories on the date the letter was received 16th July 2010 this was 
not able to be achieved.

RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would add the payment to the July payment run for the Chair to deliver 
when Mrs Poulton was available to sign receipt.


A letter had also been received from Ken Lusted in his position as a trustee of the Alice 
Marshall Hall stating that a recent Health & Safety check had not felt that the pothole on 
the land outside the hall was a risk.  He did indicate though that the area would be part of 
the refurbishment plans currently being considered.
222.
Election of a vice chair

The council had considered whether there was a requirement for the position of vice chair.

RESOLVED


THAT, the issue would be raised again in October once the new council had settled into its 
role.

223.
Election of a committee to deal with urgent business

The council had considered whether there was a requirement for a committee to be in palce 
to deal with urgent business.

RESOLVED


THAT, the Finance Committee would take on this role.
224.
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the Agenda 


The chair informed the council that she had put a document into the circulation file in 
respect of the new waste collections commencing in the autumn in West Oxon.

(a) To receive an update on storage of council papers. 

The clerk informed the council that the fire proof safe was now installed.
(b) Parish Plan

         Correspondence in circulation file
(c) Emergency Plan



Trish Cyster reported that she had now contacted three other local council for site of 

their emergency plans which she would be reviewing shortly.
(d) Youth Groups 


Tim Burtsal reported that he had now spoken with Nick Davies, Scouts etc and 
Rachel Lawman, Guides etc to ask that they deliver some ideas about how their 
groups could undertake an activity which would benefit the village.  He would be 
contacting other groups shortly.  Groups willing and able to undertake an activity 
would again be given a contribution of £100 each.
(e) Allotments 


The clerk reported from her SBAS committee role that the accounts were still in the  
process of being set up by Claire Poulton and Carl Gross and she was now in a 
position to undertake a proper bank reconciliation. 
(f)
Bulletin Accounts  
RESOLVED


THAT, the accounts were agreed and an additional fund of £300 was to be 
allocated immediately. A further sum would be looked at shortly in respect of 
Christmas bonuses once all the figures had been received from Cllr Henderson.
(f) 
Affordable Housing 


Meeting to discuss this postponed until the autumn. 

RESOLVED

THAT, the clerk would chase WODC for the date.
225.
Reports
a) School Governors report - Cllr Henderson.

Questions were raised by the public as to usage of the school pool.  Cllr Henderson informed them that at a recent meeting the governors had been informed that the pool had been fully operational this summer and all the sessions timetable had taken place.  Parents at the meeting clearly felt this not to be the case.
RESOLVED
Due to the misinformation received by the governors in this respect and the other on-going problems perceived in respect of the school and that the earlier support plan requested by the previous council had still not been implemented  the council took a vote of no confidence in the management of the school and agreed to write to Cllr Hudspeth in this respect.
b) Highways, pavements and verges

The chair had been looking into three areas with WODC:
Vegetation in the dock

A tree root in Woodway/Farriers

Kiddington Road vegetation.

WODC had agreed to undertake work in the dock within 28 days but had deemed the other two areas not a risk at this present time but they would continue to monitor.

The bridge on the dock would be looked at by September and if not an email should be sent to Paul Wilson.

The Horse Chestnut Tree had been looked at and a search was being instigated to establish ownership.

c) Transport

Heyfordian Timetables should now be on display.
d) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields

John Bews reported that he had now spoken to David Monk and would be attending their next meeting in September.  Litter was still perceived to be an issue alongside the wasted usage of the Sports and Social Club facilties.
e) Reports from County of District Councillors

Ian Hudspeth report (Appendix C) 

Arthur Goffe supplied a hand written report to the meeting, in brief:
He reports that he has spoken to the Chief Planning Officer about affordable housing and the CPO is waiting for a meeting with the PC.
Arthur has reported many potholes to Highways.

He has attended a meeting on the new waste system.

He has worries about what effect the Government cuts will have on the village.

216.
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson

(i) Alterations and erection of two storey front extension.  68 Holliers Crescent, Middle Barton.   
The planning committee would meet to consider.
Objections to the brick type being used at number 46 Holliers Crescent were raised.  The brick type did not match the exiting brickwork in colour or even come close.  

RESOLVED

THAT, the clerk would bring this to the attention of Planning and Building Control at WODC and ask them to respond.

227.
 Finances 

The Year End and External Audit procedures were discussed and agreed in full. 
RESOLVED

THAT, clerk would now submit the Annual Return to the external auditors
a. Accounts for Payment 

i. To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix A to agenda July 2010)  
228.  
To receive items for next agenda. 


Arts and Leisure to be included.
229.
 AOB


The ex chair mentioned to the council that the Community First Response team in Middle 
Barton would be live from 20 July 2010.
230.
 Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 16 August 2010 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.
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  Signed .............................................


