STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 21 MARCH 2011
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, John Bews, Robert Gough, Deanna Gardner, Ian Hudspeth, Richard Leonard, Ken Giles, Trish Cyster


	Public:
	4


	Clerk:
	Jo Ross




PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

No issues were raised
334
To receive apologies for absence. 


Apologies from Cllr Gardner
335
Declarations of Interest.  

To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


No declarations were received

336
Minutes of the last meeting. 


The minutes were amended due to a place naming error, approved and signed relating to 21 
February 2011 meeting  
337
Play Builder Toddler Equipment Donation

Background re the grant was again discussed.  John Bews confirmed that one of the reasons 
for siting the new equipment at the Play Builder site was due to the installation of a security 
camera at that site and reiterated again that the current equipment at the top of the field 
would in time be decommissioned when it required replacing.  The reasons for undertaking 
the work at the same time as the Play Builder project was in order to use only one 
contractor and prepare the ground works once.


A motion to purchase the equipment requested in its entirety was proposed by John Bews 
and seconded by Richard Leonard.  Other councillors present agreed with the motion with 
the exception of Cllr Gough and Cllr Giles who abstained as he had been absent from the 
meeting where the donation request was discussed in detail.

RESOLVED


THAT, the parish council would purchase both bits of equipment namely:

Toddler Unit £5,244 plus VAT and Cradle Swings £1900 plus VAT from the reserve account.  

338
Affordable Housing Update including Housing Needs Survey Update 

Cllr Leonard reported that there had been a strong indication of need for Affordable Housing in the village with Worton Road being the most popular site.  Chas Taylor was in touch with Tom McCulloch re this site.
339
Notice of Referendum

A notice of the referendum due to take place on 5 May 2011 regarding the future of the 
electoral system in the United Kingdom had been received and would be posted on the 
Notice Board in Worton Road at the appropriate time.
340
Community Governance Review

Further representation had been requested by 28 April 2011 in respect of SBPC’s suggestion 
to have one all incorporating parish council which encompassed Westcote Barton.  It was 
 that Westcote Barton  PC were opposed to this but SPBC still felt that due to planning and 
funding logistics they would like to make further representation along these lines.
RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Cyster would take responsibility for this.

341
Compulsory Purchase Orders – Update and Explanations

Cllr Cyster felt that she needed more time to investigate this and would report back in April. 
342
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the agenda.

An email had been received regarding the state of the path between where the path from  
Holliers Crescent adjoins the Playing Fields.  This area was under the jurisdiction of the 
Sports and Social Club and they had been informed.
343
Circulation Folder


No matters arising. 

344
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a) 
Emergency Plan


2 high calibre volunteers had offered to form a committee with Trish Cyster and 


Richard Leonard to look at plans.
(b)
Youth Groups 


Disappointing response to Young Person of the Year Award but two good candidates 
were being awarded 1st and 2nd place and trophies were currently being engraved.  
David Cameron would write a letter to each congratulating them on their 
contribution/achievements. 

Cllr Gough was also looking into setting up a Duke Of Edinburgh Scheme and would 
be investigating the mechanics shortly.


There still had been no response from the Scouts regarding their donation request 
for their Brownsea Island Trip and Cllr Gough was asked to chase this up.

(c)
Diamond Jubilee Celebration 2012


The response to date for suggestions was so far disappointing but it had been 
suggested that the village document the reminisces of some of the elderly residents 
of The Queen’s reign to date.
345

Reports
a) School Governors report - Cllr Henderson.
School numbers now stood at 108.  A question was raised about the recent Ofsted Inspection but Cllr Henderson was unable to comment due to the new confidentiality contract that the governors had been asked to abide by.  A public question was raised about the number of teachers due to the falling heads but again Cllr Henderson was unable to comment at this time.
b) Highways, pavements and verges
Bridge on the Dock work to had commenced and due to Parish Council pressure the Gas Board and revisited the application to jointly fund the work and had agreed to do this with OCC.
The current dock steps could not be improved but Cllr Henderson was looking at costings for replacing the steps or part thereof with a railed slope.

Locality funding to be investigated

Potholes still being reported and a member of the public pointed out that the fabric of Worton Road had gone and needed desperate attention.  Lack of funding was an issue raised during the August 2010 walkabout and this had not improved.

Street Lighting between Dorn Close and Kirby Close was faulty.

RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would investigate locality funding and Cllr Gardner would report the faulty street light to OCC.
c) Transport- The Chair. 
Meeting with ABN was well received and ABN had offered their premises for a meeting of all companies, Westcote Barton PC and SBPC chaired by Cllr Hudspeth was in process of being arranged.
RESOLVED


THAT, the Cllr Dyer would follow this up.
It was reiterated that to avoid future problems routing agreements should be put in place at the planning stage.

d) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields
Nothing to report
e) Arts and Leisure

Gardening competition only one response to date so likely that this wouldn’t go ahead. 
f) Reports from County of District Councillors
Cllr Hudspeth (Appendix B)
Cllr Hudspeth also mentioned the current consultation regarding Waste Recycling. Deans Pit would be closing and due to lack of capital funding this would not be replaced.  A new facility in Kidlington had been approved and Ardley was still in action until 2014.
346
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson



(i)
2 Orchard Way - Insertion of rear window and door – No objections raised
347
 Finances 

a. Accounts for Payment 

i. To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix C to agenda March 2011)
ii. Additional donation considered and approved for the upkeep of St Mary’s Churchyard of £350 approved
iii. Request for donation towards Play Rangers
RESOLVED

All payment listed agreed. However Cllr Dyer to investigate the usage and cost of the Play 
Rangers scheme before committing a donation.
b.    Cllr Dyer to investigate whether there was any additional funding from the  WODC Grant 
      Fund which funded the Barton Bash
348
To receive items for next agenda. 


Compulsory Purchase Orders to be investigated
349
 AOB


A member of the public raised a question about the state of the hedges on Worton Road 
abutting the narrow pavements and at 76 Holliers Crescent

RESOLVED

The clerk would investigate and if necessary contact OCC.
350
 Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 18 April 2011 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.

5



  Signed .............................................


