STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 25 July 2011
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, John Bews, Ken Giles, Deanna Gardner, Ian Hudspeth, Richard Leonard


	Public:
	

	Clerk:
	Jo Ross




PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

7 Members of the public present
The question of how children from the South Street side of the village accessing the new Playbuilder area safely was brought up by a member of the public.   This issue was not resolved.

The condition of the road at Hillside which has failed was brought to the council’s attention. 

RESOLVED


THAT, Cllrs Dyer and Henderson would arrange a walk about with OCC Highways 
Department with immediate effect.
Many members of the public present were there to represent their concern over the proposed Affordable House site on North Street, adjacent to the Carpenters Arms.  Concerns were raised about the safety of this site in relation to traffic. It was reiterated that Worton Road was the favoured site from the recent Housing Survey and Brian and Jackie Woods also confirmed that they have now offered land In Holliers Crescent.
Bins for new residents was another issue discussed and Cllr Gardner confirmed she would take this up directly with WODC to insure that the new resident had the correct rubbish disposal mechanisms at his disposal.

403
To receive apologies for absence. 


Apologies from Cllr Gardner, Cllr Cyster
404
Declarations of Interest.  

To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


No declarations of Interest
405
Minutes of the last meeting. 


The minutes were approved for 20 June 2011 meeting  

Matters arising – None
406
Reports from County or District Councillors

Cllr Hudspeth submitted a report and this was briefly discussed. Cllr Hudspeth stated that 
the traffic management plan for the recent CLA Game Fair at Blenheim Palace worked well 
and the District Council were still revisiting the current recycling plan.
407
Middle Barton School Action Plan 

Cllrs Dyer and Leonard were unable to attend the recent school governors meeting due to objections to this effect by the Chair of Governors.  The PC believe the issues they have raised in respect of the action plan and the effect the school’s current management was having on the village is still not being taken seriously and the letter sent in June which was not circulated to all the governors was to be revisited and sent to all individually prior to the start  of the school year.  The revised letter was also to be sent to Melinda Tilley, Cabinet Minister for Schools at OCC.

The councillors present  wished it to be minuted that Cllr Henderson who has the dual role of being both a parish councillor and a school governor acted throughout this discussion with full integrity and maintaining school confidentiality at all times.

 RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Giles would review the letter for the clerk to send to all.
408
Community First Responder – request for a donation

The donation amount of £57.96 was agreed for the purchase of signage to be placed in the 
responders cars when on call.
409
Movies on the Move

Ken Norman represented this organisation at the meeting and put forward the case for the 
Parish Council to underwrite the venture during 2011/12.
RESOLVED


THAT, the council would underwrite any losses sustained by the organisation to the 
maximum amount of £500 during the given financial year.
410
Low flying helicopter 

Cllr Leonard had looked into this and contacted RAF Benson who confirmed they were 
undertaking low level flying exercises in the area and the time of these are published on 
their website.  Due to security reasons where is not published but the Barton’s fall in area 
4.
RESOLVED


THAT, a detailed note held by Cllr Leonard would be attached to the minutes.
411
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the agenda.

Foliage outside Quaker Cottage, Jacobs Yard – The footpath is not managed by the PC and 
the complainant would need to contact OCC.

RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would notify the respondent to this effect.


The Heyfordian Banbury Bus was up for review from September.  Concerns were raised at whether the 59A  Stage Coach service had any plans to be reviewed/cut back

RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Dyer would look into this

412 
Circulation Folder 


Donation requests from Citizens Advice and Oxford Carers Forum. Both to be agreed. £500 for Citizens Advice and OCF amount to be agreed at the September Finance Meeting.
RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would get the check for Citizens Advice and OCF signed and agreed at the 
September Finance Meeting.

Landfill Communities Fund/Viridor Credits – Invite to the PC to send a representative to sit 
on the steering group.
RESOLVED


THAT, Cllrs Dyer and Leonard would be put forward – clerk to contact Viridor Credits to 
this effect.
413
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a) 
Youth Groups 


Nothing to report. 
(b) 
Recycling 


Information in box from May Gurney

(c) 
Vacancy for the position of clerk to SBPC

Due to the current clerk’s resignation from the post effective no later than 18 
October 2011 the council needed to advertise for a new clerk.


The current clerk was congratulated on the job she had done over the past year for 
the council by Cllr Giles and all Cllrs reiterated this.

RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Dyer would place an advert in the village shop immediately and in the 
September edition of the bulletin.  The clerk would advertise the post on the website and noticeboard.
414

Reports
a) School Governors report - Cllr Henderson.
Cllr Henderson reported on the success of the recent sports day.  The minutes from the last governors meeting had not yet been received so these could not be discussed as a public document.
b) Highways, pavements and verges
The storm drain in Kiddington Road damaged in April has again been reported. Tree roots are apparently causing the problem and Gordon Calman is now looking into.
RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Dyer would continue to monitor this.
South Street resurfacing was due to start in September according to OCC website.  
M & D Gardening now getting complimented on the work they are doing round the village.  They are currently clearing the footpath from North Street to Kirby Close and ensuring it is left in a mowable condition.

Rayford Lane to Carpenters Arms footpath in a poor state

RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would contact Highways to this effect.
Steps in the Dock – nothing yet happened

RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Henderson would chase Ian Clarke
c) Transport- The Chair. 
Nothing to report
d) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields
Noted by the council that the project had still not been completed and register disappointment to this effect, especially with the start of the school holidays.
e) Arts and Leisure

Nothing to report
415
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson



(i)87 Holliers Crescent – The council still felt that the retrospective planning for the 


fence at the front of the property would set a dangerous precedent.
RESOLVED


THAT, the Cllr Bews would contact planning to this effect

(ii)
Mill Lane application for changing the existing barn to a two bedroom dwelling – The 

council totally oppose this application based on all the reasons why the land would 

never be built on set out in a letter by Planner Daniel Metcalfe in September 2010 

and suggesting that should planning be granted such a dramatic U turn by WODC 

would call for a public enquiry.

RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would contact planning with a copy of this letter opposing the application.
416
 Finances 

a. Accounts for Payment 

i. To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix B to agenda July 2011)
RESOLVED

All payments listed agreed. 
417
To receive items for next agenda. 


No items received
418
 AOB


None
419
 Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 12 September  2011 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.
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  Signed .............................................


