STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2011
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON

Councillors Present:
Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, John Bews, Richard Leonard, Ken 


Giles, Andrea Gardner, Deanna Gardner, Cllr Hudspeth, Cllr Goffe
 Public:


17


Clerk:


Jo Ross

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

The majority of the public present were there to raise concerns over the proposed Affordable Housing site on North Street.  Cllr Dyer asked that any concerns/comments about Affordable Housing should be raised following the presentation. 

A member of the public present raised their concern over the number of Lorries passing through the village and the speed at which they come through.  They wanted to know if there was anything that could be done to restrict the number of Lorries passing through.  

Cllr Dyer explained that an action group which included Westcote Barton Parish Council had already been formed and the concerns had been raised with local companies.  Routing agreements had been agreed with Enstone Airfield Companies and a sign put up to re-direct Lorries right to Enstone, however, the issue is on-going.  Cllr Dyer to pass on concern to Steve Ferrelly, Chair of Westcote Barton and Joanna Cooke-Yarborough who led the action group.
Cllr Henderson raised concerns on behalf of members of the public that were not present, regarding the poor state of repair of the property at 18 Farriers Road.  The property has been empty for over 5 years and has fallen into disrepair.  Neighbours have taken it upon themselves to maintain the garden but they want to know how long the property has to be empty before the WODC does anything.  Can the PC do anything about it?  Various correspondence and notes were put in the circulation box for consideration at the next meeting.
437
To receive apologies for absence. 

Apologies from Cllr Cyster.
438
Declaration of Interest.

To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and 
section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).

No declarations of interest were received.
439
Minutes of the last meeting.

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2011 were approved.

 
Matters arising – None
440
Affordable Housing Presentation

Representatives from ORCC - Tom McCulloch, WODC - Abbey Fettes, Cottsway Homes - Phil 
Cringle and Marissa Yeoman and Frankham Consultancy (Project Architect) - Michael 
Simpson were present to confirm the current status of the Affordable Housing. 

Tom McCulloch from ORCC started the presentation by giving an overview of what affordable housing was, the need for affordable housing and how the housing would be for local connections only.   He went on to explain that affordable housing was re-visited back in September 2010 during a PC meeting whereby two landowners were to be approached and from this two sites were put forward.  A housing need survey was conducted whereby 27% of the parish replied.  Part of this survey included a question about potential sites and also any landowners that would be interested in putting land forward. From this, land offered   by landowner of a site on the field side of Holliers Crescent was put forward.  Following on from this it was deemed that 8 units would be proposed to be built on the site considered the best by WODC.  Status to date was that Cottsway were in contact with the landowner of the North Street site and the other site approached by SBPC had been temporarily withdrawn by the landowner.
Several questions were raised at this point by members of the public that were present:-
1. Q
What is affordable?
A
Rental properties would be subsidised and there would be shared ownership on 
               properties to buy.  It was confirmed that at this early stage 2 properties were     
               proposed for shared ownership and the remaining properties were for rental.  
               However, this would try and be matched to the level of demand from the survey.
2. Q
The size of the proposed site was queried.  The ½ hector site seems to be a lot of  
               land for just 8 dwellings.  Will the site be expanded on?

A
It was confirmed that the site would not be this big but would be approximately 3000 square metres. (Third of a hectare)

Abbey Fettes from WODC Planning explained that at the last meeting two sites had been 
discussed; North Street and Worton Road (right hand side of road).   At the last PC meeting it 
was agreed that the landowners of these sites would be approached.   There had been 
several other sites put forward but these had been deemed unsuitable.  These sites were:-


Corner of Fox Lane/Kiddington Lane – this was found to have access issues.

Church Lane – Highways had overruled this site due to the narrowness of the road and other 
access issues.

Worton Road (left hand side of the road) – this site was after the 30mph sign and was not 
considered acceptable.

Holliers Crescent – this was found to have access issues.


The landowner of the Holliers Crescent site queried why the site was unsuitable.  They had 
been told that it was due to the site being intrusive to the landscape.   Abbey Fettes 
confirmed that the landscape assessment showed that the site was on rising ground and so 
the decision was made not to proceed with it.
 

At this point, several more questions were raised by members of the public that were 
present.  These were:-


3. Q
Will there be any subsidised rentals?
A
Yes, at stage there are likely to be 6 affordable rental properties.

4. Q
Will the rental costs be affordable?

A
Yes, the costs will be 80% of the market value, a level set by the government.   Rental properties will always stay affordable as will those properties to buy which will always be part owned.

5. Q
I live near the North Street site and when I consulted County Planning about cutting 
               my hedges I was told that by cutting the trees down it would affect visual impact.  
               Why is this not the case for houses being built?
A
Due to the fact this is a rural exception site.
6. Q
Has the traffic and hazardous part of the road where a number of cars have gone 
               through the hedge near the North Street site been taken into consideration?

A
 WODC confirmed that advice had been taken on this.
7. Q
The ‘set back’ was queried on the proposed drawings.  The drawing showed a 2 ½ 
               metre by 90 metre set back but shouldn’t this be 4 metres?

A
 Highways have looked at this and are happy with it; however, there would 
               be enough room to increase this.
8. Q
Has the drainage been looked at as part of the feasibility study for the North Street  
               site?

A
No, at this stage this has not been looked at.

9. Q
How much would these developments cost to rent?

A
Approximately £500 for a 3 bedroom property.

10. Q
Why can’t the site in the middle of the village, currently Dashwood House, be used 
               for affordable housing?

A
It has already been agreed that 4 affordable houses will be built on this site and would not necessarily be allocated for local use.   The results of the housing need survey actually showed that 24 people in need of dwellings were required for local use only. 
11. Q
It would appear that there are a number of other sites available of which have not 
               been considered.  Why is the North Street site still being pushed?

A
WODC said that other sites would be considered if put forward. 

12. Q
Shouldn’t we wait for until other sites have been put forward before making a 
               decision, particularly if the National Planning Policy is likely to change in the future?

A
Cllr Henderson commented that the original survey for affordable housing was done some 10 years ago.  People then said that their children needed houses, so the Parish Council have acted upon this.
13. Q
15,000 houses are being built in Bicester and another possible 15,000 in Heyford.  
               Had alternative options such as these been considered?

A
Key reason to build in local villages is to keep people in the village, not to move people to towns.


One member of the public had obtained 75 signatures from people who did not want 
affordable housing built on the proposed site at North Street.

The Chair explained that the Parish Council has never objected to the Worton Road site and 
if the North Street site goes to planning then any objections will be heard at this stage. 


The Chair thanked Tom McCulloch for the survey and all speakers for their time.

Cllr Giles stated that the Parish Council had agreed to pass affordable housing but had not 
agreed on the proposed site.  He himself did not agree with the proposed site at North 
Street.


A member of the public asked if enough people were opposed to the site would it be 
disregarded.  The Chair confirmed that if the site goes to planning, then it is down to the 
WODC to listen to the objections.  The Chair went on to say that they were unlikely to get a 
site that would satisfy everyone; however, they have tried to get everyone’s opinion by 
completing two surveys. 

The Chair questioned what the next stage is and was told that Cottsway would determine 
the next steps.
441
Reports from County or District Councillors (Appendix A)

Arthur Goffe (District Councillor) reported that planning had been given the go ahead for 
conversion of The Barn, Mill Lane to a two bedroom bungalow.  Council disappointed and 
concerned that the site would be bigger than agreed with the owner then seeking 
retrospective planning.  Cllr Goffe was asked to note the council’s objections to this should it 
come up at a future planning committee.




No further report from Cllr Hudspeth (County Councillor).
442
Change of meeting date, appointment of new clerk and handover from current clerk

Cllr Dyer proposed moving the day for meetings from Monday to Tuesday for which there 
were no objections.  Cllr Dyer also stated that the Alice Marshall Hall would no longer be 
available for meetings if the meeting was not held on a Monday and therefore an alternative 
venue would need to be found.  Possible options include: Sports and Social Club, Bowls Club 
(Bowls club would not available from May to October.) 
RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Henderson would find out if the school would be available to use as a venue on 
Tuesdays.

443
Appointment of new clerk and handover


The appointment of the new clerk had not been confirmed therefore the clerk raised the 
issue of cover in the meantime.  Storage of the laptop and filing cabinet would be required 
and e-mails would need to be checked on a regular basis.  Change of address for all postal 
correspondence also needed to be considered. 

Cllr Dyer thanked the outgoing clerk on behalf of the council for all her hard work and efforts 
over the last year and presented her with a bouquet of flowers. 
444
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

No correspondence.
445
Circulation Folder

No matters arising.
446
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

(a) Youth Groups 

No report
447
Reports

(a) School Governors report – Cllr Henderson.
No reports
(b) Highways, pavements and verges

Cllr Henderson reported that the resident at Quakers Cottage, Jacobs Yard had been given 28 days to cut bushes back instead of 15 days.

Walk about had taken place and various trimming and potholes had been noted.

Work on South Street to commence w/c 24th October, to include road resurfacing and kerbs being relayed/re-aligned.  Pavements are not being reworked.  Cllr Bews confirmed that residents having trouble parking in South Street during this time could use the car park at the Sport and Social Club.

Steps in the Dock – no further correspondence
RESOLVED



THAT, Cllr Henderson would follow this up.


Snow Day – Cllr Dyer said this was useful.  All salt bins would be filled by 31 October 
2011.


Salt Bin in Holliers Crescent – Broken salt bin had not been resolved.  The clerk has 
chased OCC but this is still outstanding.

Storm drain in Kiddington Road still flowed out rather than in during heavy rain.  
RESOLVED



THAT, Cllr Henderson would arrange for photographs to be taken during 

next rainy period.

(c) 
Transport – The Chair.
Nothing to report
(d) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields
Nothing to report

(e) Arts and Leisure
Nothing to report
448
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson
(a) Erection of single storey front extension – 29 South Street
No objection raised.
(b) Erection of two dwellings, two detached garages, one with workshop and study over.  Alterations to existing access – 12 Church Lane
No objection raised.
449
Accounts for Payment

(a) To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix  B to agenda October 2011)
(b) Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm 17 October 2011.
RESOLVED

THAT, all payments listed agreed.
450
To receive items for next agenda.


Parish Plan

Movies on the Move

Bowls Club – Dave Robey to send details in for consideration  
451
AOB


None
452
Date and location of next meeting

Monday 21 November 2011, at the Alice Marshall Hall.
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