STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2012
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, John Bews, Richard Leonard, Ian Hudspeth


	Public:
	3


	Clerk:
	Abigail Beale



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
During this time Mr Silvester introduced himself to the council as the new Chair of Governors at Middle Barton School.  

Another member of the public raised a further concern about the poor state of Worton Road.  Cllr Hudspeth confirmed he had asked for the road to be re-assessed following the last Parish Council meeting when the issue was previously raised.

497
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr Cyster, Cllr Andrea Gardner and Cllr Deanna Gardner.
498
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


No declarations of interest were made at this time.
499
Minutes of the last meeting 

An amendment was requested by Cllr Henderson in relation to minute 491 (b) Reports – the clerk to get in touch with OCC not WODC.  

RESOLVED

THAT, the minutes of the meeting would be amended and submitted to the chair for 
signing as an accurate record.



Matters arising – None.
500
Reports from County or District Councillors (Appendix A)

Cllr Hudspeth referred to his report and confirmed that both OCC and WODC will not be increasing council tax charges thanks to the help of government funding.  He also reported a boundary review of electoral divisions within OCC.  He confirmed that Steeple Barton Parish Council was to remain in the Woodstock Division.

Arthur Goffe (District Councillor) reported that there had been two more car accidents on the bend on Kiddington Road.  He has reported to this to Highways but has not yet received a response.   He has also informed Waste Environment about waste blowing off their wagons and littering the roadside of the B4030.  
501
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

Worton Road Bus Shelter Complaint - a passenger has sent a complaint about there being no light and a missing/broken window at this bus shelter, making the shelter unusable.  Cllr Dyer confirmed that this issue had been discussed in full at the recent finance meeting and it was agreed that no investment would be made.  It was noted however, that there were tiles missing from the roof of the shelter.



RESOLVED


THAT, Steve Rogers would be contacted to replace the tiles.

Girl Guide Donation Request – moved for discussion under Finances.


Cllr Dyer reported receiving a complaint about mud on Church Lane as a result of building 
work at 12 Church Lane.   Cllr Dyer confirmed that she had contacted the owner of the 
property about the complaint, had checked the site herself and was happy that no further 
action was required at this time.

Litter blitz – the clerk has registered interest in the community litter blitz and is waiting to 
hear back from WODC about next steps.
502 
Circulation Folder 


No matters arising.
503
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a) 
Youth Groups 


Cllr Leonard reported that he had received 34 responses so far for the 2012 
Household Occupancy Survey.  He would compare against the electoral roll and 
chase missing households.  




RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Dyer would put a reminder in the bulletin for residents to complete the 
survey and also explain that the information would be used to help identify the 
number of children who would qualify for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
commemorative coin.  
(b)
Affordable Housing

Cllr Dyer gave a brief overview of the reply that had been received from 
Cottsways 
in response to feedback from residents about the proposed plans for 8 dwellings on 
the North Street site.  


RESOLVED


THAT, a copy of the letter would be made available in the shop and on the 
Parish Council website.
(c)
Parish Plan

Cllr Bews and Cllr Leonard confirmed that they had met with Cllr Cyster but had not 
taken the plan any further.  Cllr Leonard and Cllr Bews agreed to meet prior to the 
next council meeting to put an outline together.   

(d)
Diamond Jubilee

Cllr Dyer confirmed that the celebrations would consist of a parade, church service 
and lighting of the beacon and that the next committee meeting was on 23rd 
February.
(e)
Tree Survey


Cllr Henderson confirmed that two quotes for the tree work had been received; one 
at a cost of £1,680 and one at £1,800.  Cllr Henderson proposed going with the 
lowest quote as they are fully qualified and provided copies of insurance.  Cllr Bews 
seconded this. 

RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would contact the successful contractor and ask for work to be carried out as soon as possible.

(f)
Status update – 18 Farriers Road
The clerk reported that the land registry did not return an updated address for the owner of the property.  As a result the clerk contacted WODC to see if they could help and they came back to confirm that they might be able to issue a Section 215 Notice to take steps requiring the land (inc. buildings) to be cleaned up where its condition adversely affects the amenity of the area.  However, following a site visit they confirmed that they do not consider that there is significant harm to public amenity and therefore no further action would be taken but they would monitor the condition of the site.  Cllr Hudspeth recommended contacting the Chief Planning Officer to ask them to issue a pre-legal application to the owner.

RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would contact Jon Westerman at WODC.

504

Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson



The new Chair of Governors gave the council an update.  He confirmed that an 


action plan has been put in place and training was currently being undertaken.  The 

Governing Body have put together a newsletter that will be going onto the school 

website (under the School Governors link and under Minutes) that will outline their 

role and remit and detail their strategic plan which is to increase the number of 


pupils at the school.  Fundraising activity is taking place to raise money for a new 

mini bus.  Mr Silvester also informed the council that there was a new Vice Chair of 

Governors, Mr McStocker.




Mr Silvester raised the recent statement about the possibility of the school turning 

into an academy status.  He openly said that he knew little about the status and 


further discussions were needed before he could comment on the matter.




Cllr Henderson asked Mr Silvester whether the minutes from the Governing Bodies 

meetings could be made available earlier, so they would be available in time for the 

Parish Council meetings. 


(b)
Highways, pavements and verges



Cllr Henderson reported that he had spoken to WODC about the state of Worton 

Road but had been told that budget restraints had limited what could be done.




An accident had been reported of someone falling over outside the chapel due to 

the poor state of the footpath.  





RESOLVED






THAT, Cllr Henderson would speak to Dan Weeks about the footpath.






It was reported that the tree roots were damaging the footpath between Farriers 

Road and Woodway.




RESOLVED 



THAT, the clerk would contact Ian Clarke at OCC.






Further reports of cars parking along Fleming Drive, near to the junction onto North 

Street.



RESOLVED



THAT, the clerk would contact Chris Jones to raise concern.



Discussions were held about purchasing a dog fouling bin for Worton Road.




RESOLVED




THAT, the clerk would look at the cost of bins and bring along for discussion at the 

next meeting.


(c)
Transport - The Chair


Cllr Dyer reported that the green travel tokens will be invalid from April 2012.


(d)
Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields


Cllr Bews reported that the AGM was now to take place in March and not February 

and that there was still no interest in the vacant Club Secretary position.


It was also reported that the committee had to reapply for the grant 



application for the MUGA.






At this point in the meeting, Cllr Bews declared an interest as a committee member 

of the Sports & Social Club.



The council discussed giving the play builder toddler equipment to the Sports & 


Social Club/Playing Field Committee as a gift.

 


RESOLVED


THAT, Cllr Dyer proposed giving the equipment as a gift and Cllr Henderson 


seconded it.
(e)
Arts and Leisure



Nothing to report.
(f)
Emergency Plan (General & Winter) 


Cllr Dyer reported that she was still waiting for confirmation of whether the 1 ton of 

salt had been delivered.  Discussions were had as to how the salt would be 


transferred to the salt bins.  Cllr Henderson volunteered transporting the salt to the 

bins.





After a full discussion it was decided that the council would not go ahead with using 

volunteers to clear snow and spread salt due to the complications associated with 

insurance.  It was confirmed that the salt spreaders the council own could be used 

by anyone but would do so at their own risk.



Cllr Dyer raised the need for a salt bin at the Kiddington Road end of South Street;

however, it would need to be situated within the Westcote Barton Parish. 



RESOLVED



THAT, the clerk would contact Westcote Barton Parish Council to double check 

that it would be ok to position the bin in Westcote Barton Parish.


505
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson


(i)
20-22 South Street, erection of single front extension – no objection raised.

(ii)
15 Hillside Road, erection of single storey side extension – no objection raised.
506
Finances 

(a) 
Accounts for Payment



i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix B to agenda 
     


February 2012)


ii) 
Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 20 February 2012





RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.  

Cllr Dyer confirmed the current signatories for the current and reserve account.


Current account: - Deanna Gardner, John Bews, Janice Dyer and Patricia Cyster


Reserve account: - Andrea Gardner, Patricia Cyster, Deanna Gardner and John Bews


Girl Guide Donation Request – it was proposed at the recent finance meeting that £500 
would be donated to the Girl Guides.  This was seconded by Cllr Leonard.
507
To receive items for next agenda

Planning Committee Course – 12 March

Localism Act

Co-option of Councillor
508
AOB

No other business raised.
509
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 19th March 2012 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.

4



  Signed .............................................


