STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 16 APRIL 2012
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, Andrea Gardner, Deanna Gardner, John Bews, Richard Leonard


	Public:
	5 members of the public, one of which was co-opted into the council


	Clerk:
	Abigail Beale



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
One member of the public asked what the Guides were doing to benefit the village following the donation they recently received from the PC.  Apparently a motion was passed a few years ago during a PC meeting that said all youth groups were to do something for the village in return for a donation.  The member of the public asked whether this motion still stood.  It was agreed that this motion would be checked and an agenda point would be put onto the agenda for May to discuss whether this motion still stood or whether it would be revoked.  
The same member of the public also asked why the Parish Council had decided to increase the precept which in turn meant an increase in council tax for 2012/13.  Cllr Dyer explained that the precept was based on a budget that had been drawn up for the year.  The Finance Chairman had also looked into the proposed increase in precept and it was a decided by the finance committee  and backed by the full Council to increase the precept  given the proposed budget  has  a number of variables that had to be taken into consideration, including the local community plan and the new planning process.  It is also likely that precepts will be capped in the near future.  It was felt that the increase was very small and the PC had not received any other queries relating to the increase.

527
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr Cyster and Cllr Hudspeth.
528
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


Cllr Bews declared his interest in Middle Barton Sports & Social 
Club as the newly appointed 
secretary for the Middle Barton Victory Memorial War Hall and Playing Fields Fund 
Committee. 
529
Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes from the meeting held on 19th March were approved and signed as an accurate 
record.

Matters arising – The clerk raised the issue of additional costs associated with the dog 
fouling bins that had been agreed to be purchased.  This included additional costs for the 
delivery of the bins at £16.00 and also having the two bins emptied by WODC at a cost of 
£3.10 (including VAT) per bin.

RESOLVED


THAT, all agreed to the delivery costs for the bins and the costs for the bins to be emptied once a month.  


THAT, the clerk would contact WODC to organise the bins to be emptied.
530
School Report


The Chair of Governors was present and provided an update.   

He reported that the perspective parent meeting that recently took place was well attended 
and very positive.  A recent Mother’s Day assembly had taken place along with parent’s 
evening and a recent visit from Cllr Ian Hudspeth.  He had also met with Oxfordshire County 
Council to try and build relationships.  Mr Silvester also reported that a couple of new 
children had started at the school. 


Coming
up was a curriculum meeting to move/change the curriculum and as previously 
mentioned the school are keen to purchase a minibus and therefore, the Governors will be 
approaching the Parish Council for assistance.    

Cllr Bews asked a question about whether the pre-school numbers were increasing, as these 
have fallen over the last year.  Mr Silvester was unable to respond to this question.

A question was raised about whether the swimming pool was going to be kept.  Mr Silvester 
was unsure at present, and Cllr Henderson commented further by saying that there are 
Health and Safety issues surrounding this and the running costs are extremely high. 


A member of the public asked how long the leadership team were likely to continue because 
the last letter that was sent out to parents implied it might only be for the next two terms.  
Mr Silvester confirmed that the Leadership team are committed to taking the school out of 
special measures.  The member of the public also asked about the school being turned into
 academy status.  Mr Silvester confirmed that nothing more had been decided, however, he 
would commit to giving regular updates on the academy status.
531
Reports from County or District Councillors (Appendix A)

Nothing further to report.
532
Localism Act

The clerk gave an update on the Localism Act.  This included:  

· Abolition of the Standards Board – Councils are required to adopt a new/different code of conduct from July 1st.  Should the timetable of 1st July continue to apply it is anticipated the need for a special meeting of your council to adopt a new code of conduct during the second half of June.  Training will be put in place once it is known what is expected from the code.
· General power of competence – Brought into force on 28th March 2012, however, to become eligible to use the power of competence a council must have a qualified clerk.  This therefore will not be applicable for SBPC.
· National Planning Policy Framework – Published 27th March 2012.  
533
Co-option of new Councillor to replace Cllr Giles who resigned in February

Perry Knight was co-opted to council and all appropriate paperwork was duly signed. 
534
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

After  the last meeting a member of the public had complained about loud bangs going 
off 
regularly and early in the morning.  It was reported that the farmer had received other 
complaints and as a result had adjusted the times in which the bangs go off to within the 
law.     

The clerk had received correspondence about a free Skate Park Workshop that was taking 
place on the 19th May at Chalgrove Village Hall for anyone who was upgrading or looking to 
develop a skate park.


Correspondence had been received from WODC about the litter blitz, asking PC to 
provide a likely date for this to happen.  

RESOLVED


THAT, the litter blitz would take place on the 29th April and the clerk would contact WODC 
to inform them and arrange equipment. 
535 
Circulation Folder 


Correspondence had been received asking for a contribution of £350 towards the cost of 
maintaining the churchyard at St. Mary’s, Steeple Barton.

RESOLVED



THAT, all agreed to the contribution.
536
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a) 
Youth Groups 


Cllr Leonard confirmed that they had received a few more completed occupancy 
surveys and coin registrations during their attendance of the Parish Council “Your 
Village, Your Say” at the Easter Fayre at the S&SC.  

Attendance at other local events is planned to raise awareness and to get people’s 
views on the community and what they want.   

(b)
Affordable Housing

Nothing further to report at time.  

(c)
Parish Plan

This would be incorporated into the Community Led Plan.  


“Your Village, Your Say” would be visible during the Jubilee Celebrations at the S&SC 
and would be attended by Cllr Henderson and Cllr Dyer.

Cllr Leonard agreed to look into the cost of producing leaflets for distribution around 
the parish.

(d)
Diamond Jubilee

It was confirmed that 200 coins had been ordered.  This number would cover all 
those that had registered and a few extras which would be given to volunteers on 
the day.  

 
A discussion was had about how the coins would be distributed and it was agreed 
that they would be given out on the day where possible.
537

Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson



Cllr Henderson had nothing further to add following the update from the Chair of 

Governors.





(b)
Highways, pavements and verges



The poor state of Mill Lane and Worton Road was raised.  Cllr Henderson stated that 

OCC were going to assess Worton Road but as far as he was aware it had not been 

done. 
 




RESOLVED




THAT, the clerk would contact OCC and ask whether an assessment of Worton 


Road had been carried out.




Correspondence had been received from a concerned resident about someone 


intending to drive their summer car down a private footpath to their property which 

runs down between No. 110 & 112 North Street.  The resident felt the act was 


illegal and also highly dangerous to all who use this footpath.  


Cllr Henderson reported that he had asked OCC to confirm whether this was 


actually a footpath but had not received a response at this point.  After further 


discussions, it appeared that there was some confusion over the actual area of 


complaint.  Cllr Henderson was under the impression it concerned the 



footpath/road that went from Mill Lane into Jacob Yards but this was not the case.  

It was agreed that further investigation was necessary.   


(c)
Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields


Cllr Bews reported that discussions had been had about the possibility of showing 

children’s movies at the club.
(d)
Arts and Leisure



Correspondence had been received from OCC about available funding from a young

person led fund called the Positive Activities Fund (PAF).  The fund is granted to 


groups which increase positive activities for young people across Oxfordshire.   



The clerk confirmed that the correspondence had been forwarded on to all known 

youth groups in the village.
(e)
Emergency Plan (General & Winter) 


To be included as part of the Local Community Plan.  
538
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson

(i)
30 South Street, erection of single storey side extension to form self contained 


annexe – no objection raised.

(ii)
12 Church Lane, amendment to approved planning to lower floor level of garage for 

Plot 2.  Amendment to approved planning to reposition the garage on Plot 1 and 

to change the garage facia materials and doors. 



Cllr Henderson could not recall seeing this application, therefore the clerk to pass 

on.
539
Finances 

(a) 
Accounts for Payment



i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix B to agenda 
     


April 2012)


ii) 
Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 16 April 2012





RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.  
540
To receive items for next agenda

Youth Group Donations

Jubilee Wood Carving 
541
AOB

No other business raised.
542
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 21st May 2012 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.

4



  Signed .............................................


