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April seemed to be all about elections, I’m standing for the District Council in Woodstock & Bladon on 3rd May. This involves delivering leaflets and knocking on doors to meet as many residents as possible. I always enjoy this as it’s a real opportunity to meet people of all political persuasions especially those that say they won’t vote or are not interested. A few minutes talking to them helps them to understand the important job local government is and hopefully they will vote. I must admit it was disappointing that neither Labour nor the Green party put up candidates meaning their traditional voter can not vote and on the doorstep they have told me they feel disenfranchised. 
There was also the election of a new leader of the Conservative group at the County Council on 26th April. I am honoured that my fellow councillors elected me as leader of the group and my name will go forward to the Full Council Meeting on 15th May. It will mean additional responsibilities and work however I am committed to representing my electors at all levels. It does mean that Woodstock has a strong voice; I will use it when appropriate and necessary.
I would like to thank everybody who has sent me an email or text; I’ve tried to reply to them all but I may have missed some. Please accept my apologies if I have failed to reply.
There was the welcome news that after 4 years of work Cllr Colin Dingwall was pleased to announce that he may have found a solution to the parking problem at Hanborough station. It will depend on funding from Network Rail and he is still pursuing another option involving building a new car park on the west side of the line. Full details can be found at:

http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/9663570.Grant_bid_for_car_park_plan/
The weather has continued to be very wet and dismal, not the sort we would want at this time of year. If you are worried about flooding then there is advice on the WODC website with daily updates on areas that may be affected.
Ian Hudspeth
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