Steeple Barton parish council annual report May 2011 to April 2012
Affordable Housing : Of three sites offered by land owners only land east of Carpenters  became the only option after land north of Holliers Crescent was rejected by WODC planners as unsuitable and land  north along Worton Road was withdrawn by the landowner  as under the rural exception scheme no private houses could be built. Cottsway drew up plans for 8 dwellings on the land east of carpenter’s arms site for consultation with the residents of the Village. The neighbours to this site raised a petition against the use of this site for affordable housing stating several reasons. WODC planners and OCC highways and cottsway have answered these questions.  The land has yet not gone forward to planning. The rules have changed allowing private housing on affordable housing rural exception sites and the PC are waiting to see if land north on Worton Road will become again available.
Bus Services: The ending of the Friday bus to Bicester is a great loss to the regular users. The Thursday bus to Banbury has been saved from the chop and complements the S4 Oxford/ Banbury service. The Wednesday bus to Chipping Norton is now under review and every effort is being made to keep this service for the next 14 months.
Community First Responders: We are lucky to have 3 first responders in the Village and recently they have had a six monthly update on their training. The Parish Council during the year paid for signs to in the back of their cars to show when they are on call. The Parish Council will continue to support them.
Donations: The Parish Council bought extra play equipment for the Play builder Project on the Playing Fields then gifted the equipment to the Bartons Victory Memorial Hall and Playing Fields.   Donations of £1000 to the Bowls club, £500 to Scouts, £500 to Girl Guides and £500 to the citizens Advice Bureau were the major recipients of the Parish funds.
Emergency plan: The Parish council have been trying to put together a plan for the village this came about due to a couple of bad winters and from the past threat of Flu pandemic. Will Gimsom came forward to give insight how a plan could formed and Parish Council asked for volunteers to form a committee to take ideas forward. For the winter emergency plan the PC asked for volunteers to help with snow clearance and made provision in the budget to cover potential costs but the problem of interpreting the insurance cover halted plans. The decision was made to consult the residents about the emergency plan through the Community led plan Your Village Your Say. 
Your Village Your Say:  Residents will be asked to say their opinion on future planning, how to make emergency plans work, how to get more people to use the villages public transport etc... This will allow the Parish Council  to pass on to WODC,OCC  how the  residents see the village evolving  on  issues of planning  and to show residents have been consulted on the need for public transport is needed in the village.
Roads: South Street had a complete resurface during the school October half term and has made a big difference to the road and Highways was complimented on how well they went about the job and its great result and now the Parish Council will press for Worton Road to have the same treatment. 
Village School: From concern with the number of parents taken their children out of the school to the school being put in special measures. The Parish Council is delighted the way Chris Woodward (Executive Head teacher), Phil Goldsworthy (Associate Head teacher) have taken the school forward.
