Parish Report September 2013

BROADBAND

On Monday 5 August, we announced that BT will be the provider for a multi-million pound investment in the county’s broadband network and infrastructure. Faster broadband is vital to Oxfordshire’s economy and the aim of the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme is to extend the reach of superfast broadband to an additional 65,000 homes and businesses by the end of 2015. 

The contract we agreed was based on achieving the maximum coverage for the county for the funding available. Those communities that find themselves in the 2-24Mbps areas on the map are those where it is currently most challenging to extend broadband infrastructure. 

The map published on our website is indicative, giving preliminary coverage. From now through to December 2013, BT will send crews out across Oxfordshire to assess the situation on the ground. It may be the case that where conditions differ from contract assumptions, the coverage areas may change.

HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT

Oxfordshire County Council currently provides free school transport above and beyond the statutory national level and higher than our neighbouring County Councils. The proposals were considered by cabinet on 16th July. The proposal is coming back to the September cabinet meeting for a pre-consultation review that will start in the autumn once the government’s new guidance is known.
READY FOR WINTER
We have enjoyed the best summer since 2006 but the weather is changing with a noticeable drop in the temperature. The County council has been planning the winter maintenance program throughout the summer to be ready for the frosts that will occur. All grit bins should be full by the end of October please contact us if any in your area have not been filled.  We work with Town & Parish councils so that they have plans in place to assist clearing the snow during the bad weather. There will be a series of road shows during October to explain what is available. If you require further information then please contact Paul Wilson the Adverse Weather Manager.
CITYDEAL
The County Council is working with the Districts and local business to produce a City Deal. This will be based around the knowledge economy of Oxfordshire to bring forward vital infrastructure projects to accelerate housing developments, providing more jobs in Oxfordshire. It will also concentrate on making sure we have the correct skills base. Cabinet will be considering the bid at the September meeting.

Thornhill and Water Eaton Park & Rides

The Cabinet will be considering  proposed service changes to introduce new and to increase existing car park charging to the Thornhill and Water Eaton park & rides scheme after consultation at the September meeting.

EAST-WEST RAIL

The ambition of reconnecting Oxford to Cambridge by rail has been around for many years.  Recently, the government has signalled approval for the first phase, connecting Oxford to Milton Keynes. This will provide a great number of benefits for Oxfordshire, as more freight traffic will be taken off the road and it will open up another route to the north of the county - something HS2 will not do for the region. There is a delivery board and local contributions are required to show local commitment to the project. To allow more time for consultation Cabinet will now be discussing Oxfordshire’s contribution to the scheme at the October meeting.
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 3 CONSULTATION

A new area strategy has been developed for our area as part of the third Local Transport Plan (LTP3) which runs from 2011 to 2030. This is updated annually and you are invited to take part in the web-based consultation from July until September. Cabinet will be considering the report at the October meeting. More information on our Area Strategy can be found at http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/area-transport-strategies  
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

There are a number of funds available to local organisations in the Division.
· Councillors’ Community Budgets
We have continued to fund these popular local funds to support local organisations. If you know of any organisations that might be interested, please contact me or seek further information at http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/councillor-community-budgets
· Area Stewardship Funding

These are continuing but are now organised differently. I will attend meetings with other councillors in my locality to pool our funds together for greater effect where possible. It is used to fund highway issues in particular.
· Chillout Fund

We have continued a £100,000 fund to support projects for children and young people across the County. More information is available at http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/chill-out-fund-youth-activities-and-projects
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