STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 21 JANUARY 2012
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, John Bews, Richard Leonard, Trish Cyster


	Public:
	1


	Clerk:
	Abigail Beale



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
No issues were raised at this time.  


647
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr D Gardner, Cllr A Gardner and Cllr Knight
648
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


No declarations were received.
649
Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes from the meeting held on 17th December 2012 were approved and signed as an accurate record.

Matters arising – None
650
Precept update


The clerk explained that West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) is giving out grants to 
compensate for the potential loss following the introduction of the new Council Tax 
Reduction Scheme (CTRS).  The grant means that if the precept remains at £15,000 as it was 
for 2012/13, there would be no increase in the Parish Council tax.


RESOLVED 


THAT, the precept would remain at £15,000 for 2013/14 and there would be no increase in 
council tax.  Cllr Cyster proposed and Cllr Henderson seconded this.  
651
Reports from District and County Councillors (Appendix A)



Nothing further was added to County Cllr Hudspeth’s report (Appendix A).  


There was no report from District Cllr Goffe. 
652

Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda



-
E-mail received from ENRYCH Oxfordshire (run projects for the benefit of adults with 

a physical disability who live in Oxfordshire) – Request for donation



The request for a donation towards the project was discussed.  As donations made 
should benefit residents of the village it was decided to ask the charity whether 
they are currently supporting any parishioners.



RESOLVED 




THAT, the clerk would contact the charity to ask if they are currently supporting 

anyone from the village.  

· 
WODC Forum 28th February



WODC had invited two representatives from the PC to attend the Town and Parish 

Council and Parish Meeting Forum to be held on the 28th February.  



RESOLVED 




THAT, two representatives from the PC would attend the forum.  The clerk would 

book two places.  

· 
FOMBS (Friends of Middle Barton School)

Cllr Dyer shared a thank you note that had been received from FOMBS following the 
pledge from the PC towards the mini bus fund.  
· 
Margaret Eagleston from ORCC had contacted Chris Jones asking for an idea of what 
community groups there were in the village to support residents.  



RESOLVED 




THAT, the PC would ask ORCC to visit the village and to give an idea of what can be 

done and the PC will support the outcome.  

653
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a) 
Community Led Plan (CLP) – Your Village, Your Say


One volunteer (Mr Robin Robert-Gant) had come forward to offer technical support 

on the CLP.



RESOLVED 



THAT, Cllr Dyer would ask for volunteers to join Mr Robin Robert-Gant.

(b)
Affordable Housing Update, including Dashwood House


No further updates had been received on the affordable housing proposed at North 

Street, near the Carpenters Arms.




Dashwood House


Cllr Bews confirmed that two residents remain at Dashwood House.  Cllr Leonard 
confirmed that Cottsway had contacted garage tenants at Dashwood House to ask 
that garages to be cleared by 6th February.
(c)
18 Farriers Road update 

The clerk had spoken to WODC and they had reported making contact with the 
owner of the property but had not managed to speak to him directly at that point.  
They would contact the clerk to provide an update once they had managed to speak 
to the owner.  
(d)
Emergency/Winter Plan

Winter plan

The PC discussed the possibility of organising salt spreading on the road 
along South 
Street and Church Lane as far as the school but felt they should check with 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Highways to ensure there were no issues 
surrounding this activity before pursuing any further.  

Cllr Bews confirmed that the manual salt spreader north of the village was being 
stored at Eric Probbitt’s house (2 Hillside Road).   Cllr Dyer would communicate this 
location via the next Barton Bulletin. 

 It was agreed that it would be useful to get feedback later on in the year from 
volunteers on how the salt spreading equipment worked and salt spreading went 
generally.

Cllr Henderson confirmed that he had scheduled to fill up the bins with the 
remaining salt that coming Wednesday.  Discussions were had about the need to 
order more salt.      



RESOLVED 



THAT, the clerk would contact Oxfordshire County Council Highways and ask 


whether they would have any concerns/objections with the PC salting the 


roads. 

THAT, more salt would be required and all agreed for the clerk to order more salt 
once Cllr Henderson had used all of the remaining salt.

Emergency plan – the PC agreed to look at key contacts as part of the emergency 
plan.  Contacts on the PC website were considered a good place to start.  The clerk 
would print a list of contacts off of the website for discussion at the next meeting.
654

Circulation Folder – Any matters arising?


The Draft Local Plan contained incorrect information about the facilities at Middle Barton.  It 
stated that the village only had one public house and had three places of worship.


RESOLVED



THAT, the clerk would write and confirm that Middle Barton has two public houses and 
two places of worship.
655

Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson



As the Chair of Governors (Mr Silvester) was present he provided an update.  He 

confirmed that the recruitment process for the new Head teacher had started.  He 

also confirmed that the recent Governing Body meeting that was due to take place 

had been put back as a result of the bad weather. 



(b)
Highways, pavements and verges



School parking 






No further updates.




B4030 – Drainage problem corner between village and Turnpike




Nothing further had been heard from OCC, however, Cllr Henderson reported seeing 

a couple of engineers at the location recently.




B4030 – Installation of 40mph sign prior to Turnpike




The clerk explained that she had spoken to the Traffic Team at OCC about installing a 

40mph sign and they had confirmed that a Traffic Regulation Order would be 


needed.   OCC had explained that there is a very long backlog of speed limit requests 

and had explained the lengthy procedure involved.  The estimated costs of installing 

the signs could be anything between £3-£5k.  OCC recommended carrying out a 


Traffic Assessment at this location which would look at car speeds and accidents to 

establish whether there was a need for the change in speed limit. 




RESOLVED




THAT, the clerk would contact Cllr Ian Hudspeth about a traffic assessment and 

then the PC would re-evaluate the situation following the results of that 


assessment.



Cllr Dyer reported receiving complaints of overhanging vegetation obstructing the 

pavement along North Street outside two different properties and a thorny bush 

impeding the pavement around Holliers Crescent.  



RESOLVED




THAT, the clerk would contact OCC and report the problems.



The clerk acting as a parishioner at this point asked the PC if it was necessary to gain 

permission to lay pipes to the man-hole cover that was located on PC land next to 

her property.  It was confirmed that permission is not necessary for utilities but that 

the land should be left as it was found.



Cllr Dyer reported receiving a recent update from the Barton’s HGV Action Group.  

Cllr Dyer had thanked Joanna Cooke-Yarborough for the update and had offered the 

PC support.


(c)
Transport – The Chair




Cllr Dyer reported incorrect phone numbers on the website for the bus services. 



RESOLVED

THAT, the clerk would update the website with the new bus service numbers.


(d)
Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields


 Coaching update – The questionnaire to capture the types of sporting activities 


children/young adults in the village would be interested in receiving coaching would 

be distributed with the next edition of the Barton Bulletin.  The return date for 


completed forms was agreed to be extended until the 16th February which Cllr Dyer 

would communicate in the Barton Bulletin.  All completed forms to be returned to 

the shop.


(e)
Arts and Leisure



Nothing to report.
656
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson

124 North Street, erection of two storey rear extension and replace existing flat roof with 
new pitched roof – No objections.
657
Finances 

(a)
Accounts for Payment



i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix B to agenda 
     


January 2013)



RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.  



ii) 
Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 21 January 2013



Annual subscription for the Society of Local Council Clerks at £145.




RESOLVED



THAT, payment was proposed by Cllr Cyster and seconded by Cllr Bews.  
658
To receive items for next agenda


Parish Online Mapping Service
659
AOB
660
Date and location of next meeting 
To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 18 February 2013 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.
5



  Signed .............................................


