STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 18 MARCH 2013
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, Deanna Gardner, John Bews, Perry Knight, Richard Leonard


	Public:
	1


	Clerk:
	Abigail Beale



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
No questions were raised at this time.  


675
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr Cyster and Cllr A Gardner.
676
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


Cllr Henderson declared an interest in point 10b on the agenda in connection with a quote 
submitted in connection with the proposed parking work to be carried out at outside the 
school, Church Lane.  
677
Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes from the meeting held on 18th February 2013 were approved and signed as an accurate record.

Matters arising – None
678
Reports from District and County Councillors (Appendix A)



Nothing further was added to County Cllr Hudspeth’s report.



District Cllr Goffe’s reported a freeze in District Council Tax for 2013/14.  


His report continued to say that pressure should continue to be maintained on the 
County Council to resolve the problem on the stretch of 
the B4030 between the Carpenters 
Arms and the Turnpike.  He reported the County Council gritting the top of Enstone hill near 
the Lotus site which is not on their normal route.  He also reported being overtaken by a car 
in the 30mph limit area while he was travelling at 30mph.  His report also included a 
complaint about the stones falling off the wall in Mill Lane.  


In response to Mr Goffe’s comment about being overtaken in the 30mph limit area, the PC 
asked the Chair (Cllr Dyer) to ask Mr Goffe to report it to the Chair of the Westcote Barton 
Parish Council.  

679

Grass Cutting Tender


Three parties showed an interest in tendering for the contract but in the end only one 
party submitted a tender.  


RESOLVED 


THAT, M&D Gardening Services would be awarded the contract.
680
Affordable Housing (North Street) Planning Application


Cllr Dyer asked the meeting for a response to the application bearing in mind that there had been a petition submitted opposing the build.


RESOLVED 


THAT, Cllr Henderson proposed that the PC wrote to the District Council to support the plans.  This was agreed by all Councillors present.
681

Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

· Oxfordshire Association in of Local Councils (OALC) Subscription Renewal

RESOLVED 
THAT, the subscription would be renewed.  This was proposed by 
Cllr D Gardner and seconded by Cllr Leonard.  
· Parking in Fleming Drive in connection with Dashwood House Development

The clerk informed the meeting of the response from the District Council and Cottsway following correspondence sent to them about parking concerns from residents of Fleming Drive.  
Cottsway had responded by saying that as soon as they have a contractor on board they will discuss it with the developer and ensure there is are parking provisions for existing residents.  
West Oxfordshire District Council had recommended that if the residents want a more permanent solution that they apply to the County Council for disabled parking places.
RESOLVED 
THAT, the clerk would write to the residents to provide an update.
· Donation request for Churchyard maintenance: Parish Church of St Mary’s
It was agreed that this would be considered at the April meeting as part of the budget for the next financial year.

· Girlguiding Uganda 2013 – Donation request


Cllr Henderson declared an interest in the correspondence as the recipient of the letter was his niece. 
RESOLVED 
THAT, the letter would be put into the circulation folder for consideration at the next meeting.
· Grain Lorries

The PC received an e-mail from Mr Raworth about grain lorries travelling through the village.  Cllr Dyer made contact with Mr Moore, Operations Manager at ABN Enstone Airfield complex who asked that Mr Raworth provide registration of the lorries so that he could identify the drivers and advise them to take alternative routes where possible.   
682

Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda
(a) 
Community Led Plan (CLP) – Your Village, Your Say


Cllr Leonard informed the meeting that he was attending a talk the very next day to 

hear how Kirtlington PC had implemented their Community Led Plan.  Cllr Leonard 

said he would provide feedback following the meeting.

(b)
Affordable Housing Update, including Dashwood House


Dashwood House


An update had been received from Cottsway saying that bats had been found in part of the building at Dashwood House and therefore they had to wait until June for three bat surveys to be conducted, therefore no work could commence before the ecologist says it was safe to do so.  

Following the update, discussions were had about how Dashwood House should remain for the elderly and just be converted into proper 1 bedroom flats, especially in light of the possible costs of having to re-house the bats and the introduction of the bedroom tax.  This would help re-house residents who needed to downsize from 2-3 bedroom properties to something smaller.  



RESOLVED

THAT, the clerk would prepare a letter to send to Cottsways to outline these 
views.  Cllr Bews to look over the draft prior to sending. 

(c)
Emergency/Winter Plan

Winter plan

The clerk confirmed that the salt bin for Rectory Crescent had arrived.

Emergency plan – No further updates.
683

Circulation Folder – Any matters arising?


The review of Standing Orders was discussed and it was agreed that a separate meeting 
would be held to go through these on Monday 27th March at the Sports & Social Club.  These 
would then be reviewed further during the April meeting.
684

Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson



As the Chair of Governors (Mr Silvester) was present he provided an update.  



He informed the meeting that following a visit from HMI last term the school had 

been awarded a ‘Good’ rating in the latest Ofsted report.  



Priorities at the moment included the recruitment of the Head Teacher.  Applicants 

were being shortlisted, with interviews taking place April 22nd.  



Mr Silvester also reported the need to recruit another Parent Governor following a 

recent resignation.  



Cllr Henderson reported that Mr Goldsworthy was taking up the position of full time 

Head Teacher for the last two terms of the year.  




Cllr Dyer praised Mr Silvester for his continued hardwork.   



(b)
Highways, pavements and verges



The recent crash on the B4030 between the Carpenters Arms and the Turn Pike 


during the icy weather was discussed.  County Cllr Hudspeth had been informed of 

the incident and had confirmed that the area where the accident took place would 

be double salted.  Cllr Dyer said that Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) are fully 


aware of the problem with this area of road and have it down to sort the drainage 

issue at some point.  In the meantime, they will monitor the area. 




School parking 






The clerk confirmed that OCC had finally agreed, that given the massive difference in 

costs between the quote submitted by the PC from Andrew Henderson Ltd for the 

grasscrete parking and the cost OCC Highways provided, the PC could employ the 

external contractor to complete the work and OCC would provide the funds to get 

the work carried out.  The clerk confirmed that she had tried to obtain three further 

quotes from external contractors to carry out the working but none of the 


contractors she contacted were interested in providing a quote.   



RESOLVED

THAT, the PC would commission Andrew Henderson Ltd to carry out the work.  
This was proposed by Cllr D Gardner and seconded by Cllr Leonard. 


As Cllr Henderson declared an interest in this point, he did not join in with 
discussions. 

     


Footpath from Rayford Lane to the village along the B4030 



The condition of the path was discussed once again.  Cllr Dyer informed the meeting 

that funding from OCC may be available to carry this work out after May 2013,  so to 

wait until then to discuss further.



Bus stop request – B4030 near the Turn Pike




Following the request for a bus stop at the top of Rayford Lane to be reinstated, OCC 

carried out a site visit to assess the feasibility of a stop.  Initial feedback was that the 

bus stop coming into the village may be too dangerous; however, this would be 


reviewed by a representative from Thames Valley Police.




The clerk confirmed receiving phone calls from several residents at the Turnpike 

who were concerned that if the bus stop was reinstated, they would lose their 


parking spaces and they would be no where to park.




Street signs




Cllr Leonard commented on the new style of street signs in Ledwell and talked about 

a potential new sign for the middle of the village, at the crossroads.  Cllr Leonard 

said he would investigate further and report back.




(c)
Transport – The Chair




Cllr Dyer reported that a decision about the S4 bus service following the 
review 


should be reached by March 24th.  There would then be a 10 day cooling off period 

before a formal release of the decision.




Cllr Dyer reported that the 23A service that runs on a Wednesday to Chipping 


Norton will be up for review in 2014.  A transport need survey should be conducted 

and would form part of the Community Led Plan. 


(d)
Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields


 Cllr Bews reported that funding had been agreed for the coaching sessions and a 

meeting was to take place to discuss further in the next few weeks.




The Playing Field AGM was to take place on Wednesday 20th March. 


(e)
Arts and Leisure



West Oxfordshire District Council are offering Community Activities Grants between 

£100 and £500.  Cllr Dyer to put details into the next edition of the bulletin and the 

clerk to put details onto the website.
685
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson

No planning applications had been received.
686
Finances 

(a)
Accounts for Payment



i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix B to agenda 
     


March 2013)



RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.  

687
To receive items for next agenda


Art Grant
688
AOB

Cllr Knight reported a tree that was slowly falling near the bridge on the Kiddington Road 
and that it was likely to fall onto the road at some point.  It was agreed that the clerk would 
write to the owner of the field where the tree is to highlight the PCs concern.
689
Date and location of next meeting 
To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 15 April 2013 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.
1



  Signed .............................................


