STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 15 APRIL 2013
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, Deanna Gardner, John Bews, Richard Leonard, Trish Cyster


	Public:
	2


	Clerk:
	Abigail Beale



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Mr Madden attended the public question time in order to ask the PC to nominate the Carpenters Arms to become an Asset of Community Value as part of the Community Right to Bid under the Localism Act 2011.  The Community Right to Bid allows communities and parish councils to nominate buildings or land for listing by the local authority as an asset of community value.   When a listed asset comes to be sold, a freeze (of up to 6 months) may be invoked, providing local communities the chance to raise finance, develop a business and to make a bid to buy the asset on the open market, if they desire to do so.
Mr Madden informed the meeting that Punch who owns the pub has it up for sale as a pub but his concern was that they could put in for a change of use.

Discussions were had about the Community Right to Bid and the village losing a pub.  It was agreed 

that the PC would nominate the building to be added to the list of assets, assuming all criteria was 
met. 
RESOLVED 

THAT, a nomination form would be submitted to WODC to add the pub to the list of assets.  This

was proposed by Cllr Cyster and seconded by Cllr Henderson.
Mr Silvester, Chair of Governors at the school attended the public question time hoping to provide

an update during this part of the meeting as he would be unavailable later.   Cllr Henderson 

proposed moving his slot, this was seconded by Cllr Dyer.  
Mr Silvester informed the meeting that recruitment for the Head Teacher was underway, with a 

good response to the advert.  Interviews would take place on the 30th April and 1st May, with a 
decision hopefully being made during the Governors meeting on the 1st May.   
Mr Silvester also confirmed that pupil numbers had now risen to 103.   
690
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr A Gardner and Cllr Knight
691
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


No declarations of interest were made.  
692
Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes from the meeting held on 18th March 2013 were approved and signed as an accurate record.

Matters arising – None
693
Reports from District and County Councillors (Appendix A)



Nothing further was added to County Cllr Hudspeth’s report.



No report was submitted from District Cllr Goffe. 

694

Review of Standing Orders


A separate meeting had taken place to review the standing orders, in four councillors 
attended.  Following that meeting recommendations on what standing orders should be 
included were put forward to the absent councillors.  All councillors perused the 
recommendations prior to this meeting.



RESOLVED 


THAT, the proposed standing orders put forward would be adopted.  This was proposed by Cllr Henderson and seconded by Cllr Cyster, both of which were not involved in the meeting.  


THAT, the clerk would print copies of the proposed standing orders and distribute to all councillors.
695

Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

· Churchyard maintenance donation request – St Mary’s Church, Steeple Barton
£400 had been requested by Steeple Barton Parochial Church Council towards the costs of maintaining the churchyard at St Mary’s Church for 2013/14

RESOLVED 
THAT, £400 would be donated to the Church Council.  This was proposed by Cllr D Gardner and seconded by Cllr Leonard.  
· Little Tiddlers donation request
On behalf of Little Tiddlers, Nynka Arthur requested a contribution to their annual outing to the Cotswold Park Farm.  Entry costs had been anticipated at £120 for all families attending.
RESOLVED 
THAT, £120 would be donated for the outing.  This was proposed by Cllr Leonard and seconded by Cllr D Gardner.
· PAYE Real Time Information 


Cllr Henderson brought up the introduction of Real Time Information and whether it would be applicable for services rendered such as bulletin distributors.
RESOLVED 
THAT, the clerk would look into subject.
· Bulletin Delivery 
An e-mail had been received from a resident complaining that the monthly bulletin wasn’t being delivered to their property.  Cllr Dyer informed the meeting that she had been assured it was being delivered.  
RESOLVED 
THAT, the Clerk would write back to the resident and inform them that the PC had been assured it was being delivered.  She would also inform them that they could find a copy of the bulletin on the PC website or in the shop.
696

Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda
(a) 
Community Led Plan (CLP) – Your Village, Your Say


Cllr Leonard had attended a recent meeting at Kirtlington Hall to hear how 


Kirtlington PC had set up their community plan.   A representative from ORCC also 

attended the meeting and they had suggested the first step of setting up a public 

meeting to engage with the public.  ORCC said they would be happy to lead this 


meeting.   



It was agreed that the new Localism Act should be included where applicable in the 

community led plan, such as the Community Right to Bid.

RESOLVED 

THAT, ORCC would be invited to attend the June PC meeting to discuss further.  
Cllr Leonard to e-mail the clerk contact details.


THAT, the clerk would put information about the Assets of Community Value on 
the website and Cllr Dyer would put it in the bulletin.

(b)
Affordable Housing Update, including Dashwood House


Dashwood House


Cllr Bews informed the meeting that the two remaining residents would be moving out in May.


At the last meeting it was agreed that the clerk would prepare a letter to send Cottsway outlining the PC’s view about how the building should have remained for the elderly and the accommodation should have just been reworked to accommodate 1 bedroom flats.  The clerk had drafted a letter and sent to Cllr Bews for feedback.  In addition to this letter, Cllr Bews had also drafted a letter but from a slightly different angle.  Both letters were read out during the meeting and it was agreed that both letter should be sent.  



RESOLVED

THAT, the clerk would send the letter she had drafted to Cottsway, copying in 
County Cllr Hudspeth and David Cameron.  Cllr Bews would also send his letter. 

(c)
Emergency/Winter Plan

Winter plan

The clerk confirmed that the salt bin for Rectory Crescent had arrived and had been 
placed.


Cllr Dyer had received a letter from Mrs Imbert requesting a salt bin for Washington 
Terrace.  It was agreed that a salt bin would be purchased for this area of the village.    


RESOLVED 


THAT, the clerk would order a salt bin from OCC at the same time as ordering salt – 
deadline September/October.

Emergency plan – No further updates.
(d)
Flower box planting


It was agreed that Eric Probbitts would be approached to provide a quote for 
planting out the flower boxes at each entrance of the village.


Discussions were had about cleaning the signs located at the entrance of the village 
and it was agreed that OCC would be approached about the job. 
697

Circulation Folder – Any matters arising?

· Girlguiding Uganda 2013 – Donation request


The request had been put into the circulation box for consideration at the last meeting, however, Cllr Dyer confirmed that circumstances had changed and the request was no longer within the PC remit.
· Assets of Community Asset Value – further discussions were had about this and the PC wondered whether Dashwood House could be put onto the list.
RESOLVED 

THAT, the clerk would contact WODC and double check about Dashwood House being included as an asset of community value.

·  Annual subscription for Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) – It was agreed that the PC would become members.

698

Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson



See update above.



(b)
Highways, pavements and verges



 Street signs




This had not been progressed any further.  Cllr Leonard to send photographs of 


signs to all councillors.




Cllr Dyer reported receiving some correspondence from Mr Norman about the 


drainage problem on the B4030 between the Carpenters Arms and the Turnpike.  

Cllr Dyer confirmed that OCC were trying to sort the problem out at the moment, 

with traffic control currently in place.



Cllr Henderson noted that the 30mph sign up near the school is very close to the 

pre-school and questioned whether it was in the correct place.  After discussions the 

PC agreed to ask if the 30mph sign could be moved near to the Rayford Lane 


footpath so that the verges near the pre-school fall under the PC’s remit. 



RESOLVED

THAT, the clerk would contact OCC to check about relocating the sign.


(c)
Transport – The Chair




Cllr Dyer reported that the S4 and 90 bus service will continue to run, with a 


contract for a further 6 years.



Cllr Dyer reported receiving a letter from Mrs Tumman reporting problems with the 




buses getting up Worton Road because of parked cars outside the shop.  She asked 

whether there was anything the PC could do to try and prevent this happening. 



RESOLVED

THAT, Cllr Henderson would have a look at the area to see if a car park sign could 
be placed to encourage customers of the shop to park in the Sports and Social Club 
car park.



Bus Stop Request, Rayford Lane – The clerk confirmed that she had written a letter 

to Mr Sykes who had requested the stop, to inform him that the bus stop would not 

be reinstated.  This outcome followed a site visit from OCC and a representative 


from Thames Valley Police.  It was deemed that it was not safe for a bus to stop at 

this location. 


(d)
Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields


 Update on the Sport and Social Club included news that savings had been made, the 

Friday afternoon tea and cake event was very successful and that the Bowls Club 

had just purchased a new pavilion to form new changing rooms. 




Cllr Bews reported that the recent Playing Field AGM had been well attended.


There will be an update in the bulletin about the MUGA.




They have a new contact from WODC with regards to the coaching.  Talks have been 

had about trying to get more youngsters involved in the coaching by using Facebook.  

This would be run by the children and include updates and details on the coaching 

available.  Cllr Bews also informed the meeting that a webpage for the playing fields, 

incorporating the sport and social club, would be created and will include a booking 

system for the MUGA. 


(e)
Arts and Leisure

699
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson

Erection of two storey rear extension, 124 North Street – no objection raised.
700
Finances 

(a)
Accounts for Payment



i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment.  (Appendix B to agenda 
     


April 2013)


ii)
Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 15 April 2013 



Little Tiddlers Donation - £120.00



Grasscrete parking work invoice - £7,992.00



Churchyard maintenance contribution - £400.00



CPRE subscription -£29.00



RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.  


(b)
Payroll run fee increase (Thirsk Community Care Association) - £14 per month to £15


RESOLVED


THAT, the increase was acceptable.  This was agreed by all councillors present.  

701
To receive items for next agenda


Speed Signs



Car parking near the shop



Remove Emergency/Winter Plan

702
AOB

Cllr Dyer asked for councillors to think about what the Cubs could do as part of ‘Community’ 
week.
703
Date and location of next meeting 
To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 20 May 2013 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.
5



  Signed .............................................


