Steeple Barton Parish Council – Chair’s Report 2012/13

Affordable Housing:  May 2012 Cottsway Housing Association offered Mr Goffe a contract for 8 homes on his land east of Carpenter Arms North Street. Mr Goffe’s land was chosen by WODC planning officers as the most suitable site for dwellings from sites offered by other land owners. Though there has been a petition against the use of this site by residents the PC fully supported the need for affordable housing. The plans were submitted by Cottsway to Uplands Planning Committee this month May 2013 and received consent.
Bus Transport: After reviews of services the 23A Wednesday Bus to Chipping Norton continues to 2014.  The 90 OCC transport Thursday bus to Banbury and S4 Oxford/Banbury bus daily service continues for 6yrs. 
Community Led Plan, Your Village Your Say: The PC has attended a couple of Village events to canvas views on the needs of the Parish in the future. Requests for volunteers to form a committee brought forward one resident willing to help. CLLR Leonard working with ORCC to take this project forward.

Dashwood House:  CLLR Bews has been monitoring Cottsway’s plans to demolish and rebuild  social housing of 5 dwellings also to keep in contact with the remaining residents making sure Cottsway do everything possible for the care of the residents. The work has been delayed due for the need for a bat survey. The PC has taken this opportunity to write to Cottsway to ask instead of demolishment for Cottsway to refurbish Dashwood House into 8 flats for the elderly as now Government is asking to free up single occupancy of 2&3 bed homes or lose benefits. The outcome will be reported during the May PC meeting.
Diamond Jubilee :  The PC was pleased to give out Jubilee coins & help Ruth Henderson & Rachel Lawmon and the Diamond Jubilee committee with costs to hold events.  The PC would like to thank them and Diamond Jubilee committee members, plus Simon Day, Mr & Mrs Gross for arranging events for everyone to participate and enjoy, the Sports & Social club and Bowls club for hosting events, the four Jubilee queens and to all that helped that I have not mentioned by name, it was a very enjoyable time for the Village and Parish.

Pre-School Parking: CLLR Knight worked closely with OCC Highways and County CLLR Ian Hudspeth and after a year long negations a decision was made that Highway would accept Andrew Henderson LTD quote for a parking area to be laid and Ian Hudspeth arranged funding for the project. I thank them and also all PC Cllrs for their input in keeping this project on track.
School: It has been a very good year for the school and the PC congratulated the Governors, leadership team, teachers, teaching assistances and pupils for all their hard work in making the school a success. 
Steeple Barton Parish Council - Financial Statement 2012/13
Bank Reconciliation

Current account balance as of 31.3.13
-
£10,970.84
Reserve account balance as of 31.3.13
-
£20,871.01
However, there was a further £824.76 worth of current account cheques that had not cleared the bank as of 31 March 2013 but were included in the expenditure for the period.

There was also a further £2,000 donation pledged to Friends of Middle Barton School (FOMBS) that has been accounted for in this year’s expenditure but has not been given to them as yet so remains in the current account as of 31.3.13.  This will be given at the point of purchase.
Budget Tracker
Budgeted expenditure for 2012/13 
-
£29,390.00
Actual expenditure for 2012/13

-
£16,668.18
£3,000 had been budgeted for footpath maintenance at the Dock but this was not utilised.

£2,000 had been budgeted for the Jubilee Celebrations but only £520 was spent.

A number of items came in under budget but in particular the clerk’s salary came in under budget by over £1,000 and grass cutting came in under budget by just under £1,500.

Budgeted income for 2012/13

-
£17,025.00
Actual income for 2012/13

-
£19,122.44 (includes an additional £2095.96 







        from a VAT rebate.  

The accounts are to be reviewed by the internal auditor and then scheduled to be audited for full council approval 17 June 2013.
