STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2013
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON.

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Andrew Henderson, John Bews, Perry Knight, Trish Cyster, County Cllr Ian Hudspeth’s representative Robert Courts


	Public:
	2 


	Clerk:
	Abigail Beale



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

A member of the public asked if the tree planted on the corner of Marshall Crescent and Hillside Road could be cut back.  Cllr Knight volunteered to take a look and take any necessary action. 
Another member of the public raised the subject of the Carpenters Arms.  They felt that there wasn’t enough information available about the PC’s proposal to purchase the Carpenters Arms and more information should have been made available via the Dorn Free Press and Barton Bulletin.  Cllr Dyer tried to provide the member of the public with as much information as possible.

748
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr Gardner and County Councillor Hudspeth.
749
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).


Cllr Henderson declared an interest in point 9(b) on the agenda - the work associated with 
the removal of the steps at the Dock. 
750
Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes from the meeting held on 15 July 2013 were approved and signed as an 
accurate record.  


Matters arising – None
751
Reports from District and County Councillors (Appendix A) 

Nothing further was added to County Cllr Hudspeth’s report.  

Cllr Dyer asked Mr Courts (who was attending the meeting on behalf of Cllr Hudspeth) to thank Mr Hudspeth for the Winter Preparation Roadshows that Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) were putting on.  She found the roadshow held in Woodstock very informative.


No report was received from District Councillor Goffe.

752
Localism Act: Intention to Bid - Carpenters Arms

At the recent finance meeting, discussions had included getting a full building survey carried out on the Carpenters Arms before proceeding with any further activity. 

RESOLVED

THAT, a building survey would be commissioned.  The clerk would obtain three separate quotes.  This was proposed by Cllr Henderson and seconded by Cllr Cyster.
753
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

(a)
Winter preparation 13/14
The ordering of additional salt bins was discussed as orders had to be with OCC by the end of September.  Debate was had about the siting of an additional bin in Holliers Crescent (nr 39 Holliers Crescent) because there were already two bins at the top of Holliers.  Discussions were had about a bin being located on the pebbled area in the alleyway from Holliers Crescent through to the playing fields; however, the property owner of 21 Holliers Crescent would need to be consulted.  

Two new bins were agreed for Pack Lane and one for Washington Terrace.  It was proposed that a further bin would be ordered which could be used in either Holliers or Rectory Crescent should the bin currently located in Rectory be relocated to the Crossroads.  
It had been agreed during the recent finance meeting that Mr Probbitts would be              approached to provide a quote for salting the roads pre and post snow and a plan of operation.

Cllr Henderson volunteered to continue to help top bins up with salt when they ran low from the surplus supplies stored at Whistlow Farm.
RESOLVED
THAT, four salt bins would be ordered from OCC and as well as the free ton of salt, the PC would order a further ton of salt at a cost of £100.  This was proposed by Cllr Henderson and seconded by Cllr Cyster.  The location of fourth bin was to be confirmed following a walkabout by Cllr Henderson and Cllr Cyster. 

(b)
Emergency Planning – Skeleton Plan
Cllr Knight presented a skeleton emergency plan for discussion.  The document would hold details of survivor reception centres, along with their key holders, contact details in the event of emergencies and a list of specialised equipment.  Residents would be issued with a condensed version of the plan.  
An e-mail had been received from OCC inviting representatives from local parishes to attend one of the Community Emergency Planning Events they were running to discuss emergency plans.  Details of the events were placed in the circulation box for information and attendees would be agreed at the October meeting.   

(c)
St Mary’s the Virgin Church request to place a Gospel Oak with a notice board near 

Washington Terrace and North Street


A letter had been received from the Churchwarden of St Mary’s the Virgin Church, 

Steeple Barton, asking for permission to plant a gospel oak tree, with a notice board 

attached to the stakes holding the tree up, to display service times/details for the 

church, on the grassed area on the western side of the 
junction of North Street and 

Washington Terrace.  Councillors agreed that they liked the idea of the tree and the 

notice board; however, they felt residents living in the area should be informed of 

the proposed tree/notice board and given time to respond and that Highways 


should be contacted to check that the proposed location of the tree would not 


obstruct visibility for motorists leaving Washington Terrace.  Also, the question of 

who would be responsible for maintaining the tree going forward was raised. 
RESOLVED
THAT, the clerk would write to the Churchwarden outlining the PC’s concerns.
754
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a) 
Community Led Plan – Your Village, Your Say
Cllr Bews, Cllr Dyer and Cllr Leonard reported meeting with Anton from ORCC in preparation for the launch night of the CLP on the 19th September.  A grant from ORCC would be available to help fund refreshments for attendees.  It was agreed at the recent finance meeting that the PC would cover the costs of the refreshments until the grant money came through from ORCC.  Anton would lead the evening with Cllr Henderson talking about the 2005 parish plan and Cllr Leonard talking about the Carpenters Arms.  The clerk would ensure the evening was advertised on the PC website.  

(b)
Affordable Housing Update, including Dashwood House
Dashwood House  
RESOLVED
THAT, the clerk would write to Cottsways to ask for an update and to remind them that the memorial bench and cherry tree needed to be relocated.  The meeting agreed that the tree and bench should be relocated to the grassed area on the end of Jarvis Close/joining Francis Road.
Affordable Housing, North Street

Cllr Henderson mentioned the correction that was needed to be made to the planning obligation contract between WODC, Cottsway and Mr and Mrs Goffe.   The contract referred to the ‘Main parish’ as Middle Barton and the ‘Second Parishes’ as Steeple Barton, Westcott Barton and Sandford St Martin, however, the main parish should be Steeple Barton.

RESOLVED
THAT, the clerk would write to WODC to highlight the mistake.
(c)
A complaint had been received about the cars parked along North Street, near the 
Carpenters Arms, which was affecting cars exiting Holliers Crescent in particular.  Cllr 
Dyer advised the meeting the PCSO Jones was currently looking into the issue.
755 
Circulation Folder 


No matters were raised.
756

Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson
The Chair of Governors, Darren Silvester, was present at the meeting and so he provided the PC with an update.  He reported that since the start of the academic year 11 new pupils had joined foundation years.  The new Head teacher had started and had already had a meeting with parents during which she gave a talk on her vision for the school.  The same evening, teachers presented the curriculum to parents.  
Mr Silvester confirmed that the Prime Minister had recently visited the school, during which he interacted with the children and handed out certificates to children during an assembly.  
A recent FOMBS event (Fun Run) had taken place which was well attended.  Mr Silvester thanked Jimmy Stewart, Simon Day and all the helpers on the day for making the event such a success.  
Mr Silvester reported that the first Governors meeting of the new school year was scheduled to take place the following week.



(b)
Highways, pavements and verges



Additional parking area along Church Lane, near the school -


The additional parking area outside the school/preschool had been completed 


during the summer holidays.  However, the area is unable to be used until OCC have 

laid tarmac to the edge of it where the road has eroded away.  Cllr Henderson has 

been in contact with Ian Clarke at OCC about the work and he had said that there 

was currently a twelve week waiting time for the tarmac to be laid.  Cllr Henderson 

could not understand why such a small area would take so long to fill and brought 

this to Mr Court’s attention.   
Removal of steps at the Dock - Cllr Henderson submitted a proposed specification for the work to remove the steps at the Dock; however, he still needed to submit an accurate drawing of the proposed structure.  

RESOLVED


THAT, other quotes would be sought and that Cllr Dyer would invite tenders via the bulletin. 




Cllr Bews mentioned speaking to a resident that saw the steps at the Dock as part of 

the history of the village.  



Clearing of footpath along B4030 from Carpenters Arms to Rayford Lane – the path 

had been sprayed with weed killer and as a result was a lot clearer. 




Parking in Church Lane - Cllr Dyer had received a request from a resident of Church 

Lane for white lines to be painted outside the driveways due to the number of cars 

parking directly outside driveways, particularly during school drop off and pick up 

times.  This resident had recently damaged their car trying to exit their driveway 

because a car had parked so close to their drive.    

RESOLVED


THAT, the installation of white lines would be discussed during the forthcoming walkabout with OCC. 




Give way sign at the top of Kiddington Road, outside the Alice Marshall Hall – Cars 

need to be reminded that they need to give way at the bottom of Kiddington Road, 

near the bridge, when the car coming down from the Alice Marshall Hall has already 

passed the Give Way sign at the top.  Cllr Dyer to put a note in the bulletin.
 


(c)
Transport – The Chair




Review of subsidised bus services – Information relating to the review of the 


Chipping Norton service had not been received to date.  Cllr Dyer would mention the 

review in the next bulletin and ask for suggestions/comments from bus users to 


keep the service going.    


(d)
Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields


Cllr Bews reported that the MUGA would be officially opened by Robin Fleming on 

Sunday 22nd September at 13.30.   There would be free bouncy castles and various 

activities taking place on the MUGA.


(e)
Arts and Leisure



Nothing to report
757
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson

(i)
Holliers House, Worton Road - solar energy farm to include solar panels and 


associated equipment.  


This application was discussed at the recent finance meeting – there were no 


objections.


Cllr Henderson also reported the following recent planning applications, of which 

there were no objections:-

· 15 Enstone Road – Alterations and erection of single and two storey extensions
· 28 Church Lane – Conversion of roof space to include front and rear dormer windows
758
Finances 

(a)
Report from Finance Sub Committee of its meeting


In addition to those points already discussed above, it was agreed that £3,000 would 

be transferred from the reserve account to the current account to ensure there 


were sufficient funds available given the expected level of expenditure this month 

(in particular the payment for the grasscrete parking work outside the school), until 

the second precept payout in October.  It was agreed that the clerk could purchase a 

new battery for her laptop.  The budget tracker was reviewed with nothing 


untoward being identified.  The clerk had confirmed that the external audit had 


been completed and no matters had arisen.  

(b)
Accounts for Payment


i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix B to agenda 



September 2013)  


ii) 
Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 16 September 2013 



1 x Grass cutting and weed spraying, M&D Gardening Services (M. 



Probbitts) = £370.00



Annual Membership, ORCC = £65.00



RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.

759
To receive items for next agenda
 
The clerk to send an e-mail out to all Councillors prior to distributing the agenda, to ask for 
any agenda points.
760
AOB

Cllr Bews reported being asked whether the railings situated before the footpath that leads 
from Ballards Close through to Worton Road were necessary, as wheelchair and pushchair 
users found it difficult to get access through.  No one could see any problem with removing 
the railings and so Cllr Bews volunteered to take a look and take any necessary action.
761
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 21 October 2013 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.  
1



  Signed .............................................


