REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS FEBRUARY 2014 
CITY DEAL

The announcement of the Oxfordshire City Deal means that around £55.5 million of government funding can now be controlled locally to boost innovation and business growth, create jobs and help secure Oxfordshire’s place as a world leader in technology, knowledge and expertise. Ultimately the deal is expected to be worth over £1.2 billion when private sector investment is taken into account.

Funding will support a raft of measures to support business, with skills training, transport infrastructure and accelerated building of new 7,000 new houses to back up ambitious expansion plans for the county.

It is anticipated that the deal will bring nearly 19,000 high value new jobs to the county, in addition to a further 31,400 in construction.  Training people in the skills needed to fill these jobs is a high priority, supported by an investment of £1.5 million.  Plans include the delivery of over 500 new apprenticeships with more than 60% in key high-tech sectors such as advanced engineering, life-sciences and cryogenics where Oxfordshire businesses excel globally.
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The deal includes funding for the A40/A44 link road that will improve the capacity at the Wolvercote roundabout junction making the A40 flow better. This will reduce vehicles especially HGVs using the A4095 as a cut through between the A40 and A34. This will bring welcome relief to those villages on the route.

Full details of the City Deal can be found on the County Council website City Deal
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THE BUDGET
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The Cabinet meeting on 28th January attracted a large number of protesters some of whom addressed the meeting to explain why we should not cut budgets that they thought were essential.

Before the meeting started I went outside to meet and listen to the protesters. I fully understand their views however no alternative areas for cuts were put forward and that is the challenge we have to deal with. The proposals will be debated by all Councillors on 18th February 2014, when a Budget is set by the Full Council.  I expect there will be protesters outside County Hall at the budget meeting on that day.
 
Since 2010, we have saved £127 million, with plans set to save another £74 million over the next few years. Despite this, further cuts to our budget by Central Government mean we must find another £64 million, bringing the total reduction to £265 million. 

HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT
The decision regarding Home to School Transport will take place at a special Cabinet meeting on 4th February. There has been extensive consultation with 10 public meetings alongside 71 days of consultation of which 42 were school days. The proposals are part of the original £74 million we need to save. 

READY FOR WINTER/FLOODS

We expect to be dealing with snow and ice in January unfortunately this year it was all about flooding that caused havoc to transport across the County. I would like to thank all our staff who worked hard in all departments across the council to provide a 24 hours service during the flooding period. We are holding a special summit to bring all parties together to find a solution to the problems that the flooding has caused. We are lobbying the Environment agency and central government to provide the funding for more flood alleviation schemes across the county. We need to work with all agencies to ensure we reduce the impact on communities.
PARISH/TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
One of the many challenges of being the Leader of the County Council is to make sure I keep in touch with the residents of my division.  During the autumn months I had numerous evening meetings that clashed with many of my parish council meetings, I tried to attend as many as possible. I am pleased to say that during January I attended all scheduled meeting at Bladon, Combe, Steeple Barton, Stonesfield, Tackley, Woodstock & Wootton. When I’m not able to attend councillors know that they can contact me directly regarding any issues they have.
January may have been the wettest on record for rainfall however for me it was a Dry January as I took part in a challenge to not drink alcohol during the month. I am pleased to say that I managed to complete the challenge whilst still enjoying visits to pubs, restaurants and even a reception at No 10 Downing Street. My main complaint is the lack of choice of soft drinks available at some locations.

Cheers!
Ian Hudspeth

07956 270 318

Greg Clark MP & Nicola Blackwood MP at the signing of the City Deal








