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Strategic Economic Plan

The County Council has worked with the Local Enterprise Partnership and other District councils to submit to Government the Strategic Economic Plan. This is a vision for the local area to 2030 identifying the opportunities for growth based on clear evidence.  It also highlights the barriers to growth and what action is required to remove them. The plan provides the basis for Local Growth Deal negotiations with government and will determine the level of investment we secure from the competitive Local Growth Fund. Without the plan we would not be able to bid for funds.
Strategic Housing Market Assessment
The County Council is not responsible for the planning of houses and developments that is down to the City and District Councils. However, we do have a major part to play as we are responsible for key infrastructure such as education and roads. The Strategic Housing Market Assessment determines what growth will happen over the next 20 years, for West Oxfordshire the figure has been raised from 305 units pa to 660 – 680 pa. This will then feed into the Local Development Framework with appropriate sites allocated. The County Council will be assisting in this process to ensure that they are in sustainable locations with the required infrastructure however ultimately where the sites are will be for West Oxfordshire District Council to determine.
Oxfordshire Flooding Summit 

Around 40 politicians and representative of local and national agencies came together to consider reducing the long-term risks of flooding in Oxfordshire. 

This followed a community forum, which looked at the impact of the recent floods in the county.

There was strong support for taking the Western Conveyance, a major scheme proposed by the Environment Agency to carry flood water west of Oxford. Representatives at the Summit agreed to form a working party to take the project forward.

Cllr Rodney Rose, Deputy Leader and Lead Member for Flooding, Oxfordshire County Council, said: "As Lead Local Flood Authority, our role is to encourage and enable partnership working which is exactly what we were doing at the Oxfordshire Flooding Summit.

The big idea we considered today is a proposal for a channel to the west of Oxford known as the western conveyance.  I am confident that the channel would greatly reduce the risk of flooding in Oxford, and the knock on impact on the wider Oxfordshire economy.

But the main issue is cost. Like others in the room today, I need to be convinced that the benefits justify the price tag. But I do believe the Western Conveyance is worth looking at very carefully. If we don’t back it now, there may not be a chance for several years and who knows what funding will be available then. It could be now or never.

I am delighted that there was strong support from local partners for taking this project forward at today’s summit. The hard work of raising the cash for this scheme starts now. There will need to be a local commitment but a large chunk of the money will need to come from government and national sources."
BY-ELECTION
There was a by-election for the Watlington division; the Conservative Stephen Harrod won. The political balance of the County Council is: Conservative Independent Alliance 34, Labour 15, Liberal Democrats 11, Greens 2 and 1 Independent.
CONNECTING OXFORDSHIRE

There will be the launch of Connecting Oxfordshire in April showing the Strategic transport schemes that will be delivered by the County Council and partners such as Network Rail. It will be an opportunity to start a debate as to the future of transport in Oxfordshire post 2020. With the anticipated growth of 86,000 jobs and 106,000 homes it is vital that we have a transport system that will enable residents to move around the county.
APRIL FULL COUNCIL

The County Council will move to Bodicote House in Banbury for the April Full Council meeting in April. The reason is to enable the meeting to be web cast to allow members and officers the opportunity to see how the system works. The concept of allowing all residents the ability to view council meetings live or at a later date has to be the way forward. The barrier is installing a suitable system within the confines of County Hall. There will be a cost and any decision to spend money has to be carefully thought through I would be interested in your views on the matter especially if you watch the meeting. Details of the meeting can be found on the website.
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