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WOODSTOCK EAST
Like many residents in Woodstock & Bladon I was shocked and surprised when I saw the proposals recently put forward by the developers. When the Hensington South site was last proposed to be put in West Oxfordshire’s Local Development Framework in 2005 I was successful in working with the mayor Cllr Julian Cooper in having it removed from the plans. At that time I was a District Councillor and proposed an alternative site next to the swimming pool and a site in Eynsham. The reason we were successful was that these alternatives made all the housing figures stack up across the District. 

The latest proposals are substantiality different in that the majority of the homes are proposed to be built in Cherwell District Council. There will be pressure for the Cherwell planning committee to approve the development as they do not have a Local Development Framework (LDF), although it is putting a revised version before the inspector in November, the Woodstock East development is currently not in that document. West Oxfordshire District Council is also in the process of a new LDF again without the Woodstock East proposal. If both councils are able to progress their LDFs without the Woodstock East proposals then there would be some comfort for the town. However there is another document that all District councils along with the County have published back in the Spring called the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). This looked at the potential demand for housing to 2031, the figure that came back is almost double the previous target, West Oxfordshire is challenging the figures. If a District or the City council cannot provide sufficient houses within their area then with the duty to cooperate other Districts have to consider if they can take the unmet demand. In Oxford City there is an unmet demand of around 20,000 homes that has to be considered by the other Districts.
The above is a brief synopsis of the current planning situation however it’s complicated and I would be happy to talk through in more detail if you wish especially in respect of other villages across the division.
The role of the County Council in this matter is as consultees to the proposals put forward by the developers and any response will be on a technical basis.  Should there be a planning application then it will be dealt with by the relevant District councils.
BETTER BROADBAND

Residents and businesses in Weston-on-the-Green celebrated as they became the latest village to benefit from the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme, and marked the 10,000th premise to be enabled.

Better Broadband for Oxfordshire is a multi-million pound partnership between Oxfordshire County Council, BT and BDUK. The programme is on track to enable over 90 per cent of the county to access superfast broadband by the end of 2015, transforming life for residents and businesses. Full details of the roll out can be found on our website.

CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

On Friday 5th September, Oxfordshire County Council and Thames Valley Police co-hosted a briefing event for councillors and other local stakeholders on the issue of child sexual exploitation. The event was attended by over 150 people, including representatives from District Councils, health professionals, the voluntary sector, faith groups, neighbourhood action groups and schools.

The briefing provided an overview of Operation Bullfinch to date, with presentations from Oxfordshire County Council, Thames Valley Police, Crown Prosecution Service and Oxford City Council on what changes have been made over the past number of years to ensure that Oxfordshire's children are safer from sexual exploitation than ever before. 

I’ve had a private meeting with the Home Secretary, Teresa May to talk about this horrendous crime and how Oxfordshire are tackling the issue.

County Council’s response to the Care Act Consultation

Oxfordshire County Council recently submitted its response to the consultation on the draft regulations and guidance for implementation of Part 1 of the Care Act. We have also been working with the Department of Health to test the eligibility criteria, and with the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services to model the likely costs of implementation.

We fully support the Act’s vision of a reformed health and care system characterised by integrated, person-centred care and support and a fairer approach to funding. We therefore welcomed the opportunity to identify areas where we think the regulations and guidance could be strengthened to reflect this. For example, the language used is currently local authority driven; we believe an approach which is user friendly and puts people themselves more in control must come out more strongly.

We also took the opportunity to emphasise the importance of ensuring these reforms are fully costed and fairly funded, to enable us to deliver our duties as set out in the Act. In particular, we share the concerns expressed in various platforms that the Government has under-estimated the number of carers and self-funders who may come forward for an assessment and the cost of meeting their eligible needs. We would welcome your support in calling for these to be revised and shared with local authorities.

Nonetheless, we are well-placed to deliver the Care Act reforms in Oxfordshire. We already offer Deferred Payment Agreements, have a high proportion of individuals choosing Direct Payments and provide a wide range of support to carers. Our Adult Services Improvement Programme is developing this further, to enable individuals to have more choice and control over their lives as we believe that people themselves are best placed to determine what they need. This includes streamlining our adult social care processes and developing supported self-led options, creating an e-marketplace and developing the Oxfordshire-wide social care workforce.

BUDGET

Work is continuing on the budget for 2015/16, I had hoped after 2 difficult budgets with savings toatling £265 million this year might have been slightly easier. Unfortunately that is not the case with increased pressures coming from both Adult and Childrens services. Yet again there will be some very difficult decisions to be taken to deliver a balanced budget in February. I will keep you updated during the autumn.
Freedom of the County Parade
In 2013 the County Council awarded the status of Freedom of the County to 4624 Squadron, Royal Auxiliary Air force, RAF Brize Norton. This is in recognition of over thirty years of distinguished service, demonstrating sacrifice and commitment to the defence of the realm, and for dedicated support to local charities and communities. This freedom will be marked with a parade through the centre of Oxford on 11th October 2014 at 2pm.

The Freedom of the County is an honour the county council can bestow on a “person of distinction” or people who have “rendered eminent services” to the area. It is intended to recognise “over 30 years of distinguished active service, demonstrating sacrifice and commitment to the defence of the realm, and for dedicated support to local charities and communities”. By tradition, it allows the military unit to “march through the streets... with bayonets fixed, drums beating and colours flying”.

The 4624 Squadron, which formed in 1982 after the Falklands war, is a logistics squadron that helps provide supplies to UK forces and humanitarian aid worldwide. It is the RAF’s largest reservist squadron and comprises about 250 people, the majority of whom are part-time reservists. The part-timers are trained to the same standard as their full-time counterparts and have taken part in conflicts including the Balkans, Sierra Leone, Iraq and Afghanistan.
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