STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 20 OCTOBER 2014

THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON

	Councillors Present:
	Janice Dyer (Chair), Deanna Gardner, Trish Giles, Andrew Henderson, Andy Hinton, Perry Knight, County Cllr Hudspeth, District Cllr Courts


	Public:
	1 

	
Clerk:
	Abigail Beale




PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
No questions were raised.
927
To receive apologies for absence

No apologies received.
928
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).

None received. 
929
Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes from the meeting held on 15 September 2014 were approved and signed as an 
accurate record.

Matters arising

Cllr Hinton raised the subject of locating the defibrillator at the Alice Marshall Hall (AMH) 
instead of at the Sports & Social Club (S&SC).  He proceeded to say that the Secretary of the 
Playing Field Committee was disappointed that the defibrillator would not be sited there.  

It had been decided in the previous meeting that the defibrillator would be located at the 
AMH mainly because of the proposed building work due to take place at the S&SC and the 
central location of the AMH.  Further discussions were had about the location and that the 
possibility of purchasing a second defibrillator would be discussed at the next Finance 
meeting in December.


RESOLVED

THAT, the defibrillator would continue to be placed at the AMH.  This was proposed by Cllr 
Giles and seconded by Cllr Henderson.


THAT, the clerk would write to the Secretary of the Playing Field Committee explaining the 
reason for the decision and that if the Parish Council decided to purchase a second 
defibrillator then it would be located at the S&SC.

On the subject of the defibrillator, the clerk confirmed that she had taken delivery of the 
unit from Dick Tracey from the South Central Ambulance Service.  He had confirmed that the 
unit did not need to be fitted by a qualified electrician because it comes with a lead and 
plug, so it just needs plugging in to the mains.  The electricity was for a small heater in the 
cabinet that keeps the defibrillator at a certain temperature during very cold weather.    



RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would appoint an electrician to fit the defibrillator as it was likely to need 
a new plug socket installed for the unit to plug in to.
930
Reports from County and District Councillors (Appendix A & B)

Nothing further was added to County Cllr Hudspeth’s or District Cllr Court’s report.

As County Cllr Hudspeth was in attendance, Cllr Gardner asked about the housing issue and where the extra housing was going to go.  Cllr Hudspeth answered by saying that Cherwell District Council is looking at Woodstock for additional housing which in fact could be a safeguard for the Barton’s.  Woodstock is more sustainable than smaller villages because of the transport links.

Cllr Dyer mentioned that grain lorries had been spotted going through the village.  Registrations had been collected and would be passed on to Michael Moore from ABN to check that the lorries were not breaking routing agreements.  Cllr Hudspeth offered further help if needed.

Cllr Giles asked District Cllr Courts for an update on the planning application at the Hopcroft Holt Garage.  Cllr Courts confirmed that the planning had been approved.  Cllr Giles also asked if anyone had come forward following Cllr Court’s request for snow clearing volunteers.  He confirmed that two volunteers had come forward.
931
Donation request from Middle Barton School – for updating library books following the reinstatement of the library


The clerk read out the response that had been received from the Headteacher about how 
the library would be incorporated into the school day/curriculum.  Plans included each class 
having regular slots in the library and having an opportunity to change their books each 
week of term, having local publications and magazines available such as ‘First News’.  The 
library would also be used as an area of research/study with one of the two rooms housing 
fiction and one non-fiction.  Plans also included opening the library one day a week, before 
school (between 8.30 and 9am) for parents to be able to visit with their children and 
possibly even members of the community.  Plans also included updating access to the library 
for wheelchair users.


RESOLVED

THAT, the £2,000 donation would be raised.

932
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

-
Emergency plan update



Cllr Knight agreed to provide a one page overview of the plan for distribution with 

the December bulletin.


-
Winter preparation 14/15



The school had requested some salt from the Parish Council for their new salt bin on 

the bottom playground.  



RESOLVED


THAT, the four bags of salt that was left over would be given to the school.  The 

school would also be asked if they would like to store and borrow the salt 


spreader for their own use.




Salt storage bin at the S&SC - The clerk to contact Trevor Stewart with regards to 

making the bin for storing the salt that Eric Probbitts will be using to salt the roads 

around the village.
· 
Installation of BT Electronic Communications Apparatus – North Street

BT had written to the Parish Council seeking approval to install some 
communications apparatus on the verge outside the property of no. 79 North Street 
– this was to replace the box that is currently in the vicinity.   The PC would receive a 
payment of £912 for the installation. 


RESOLVED


THAT, this was agreed in principle as long as the property owners of 79 North 


Street agreed.  Cllr Dyer to check with the property owners.
933
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a) 
Community Lead Plan (CLP) – Your Village, Your Say
Cllr Dyer confirmed that Mr Madden could no longer continue with the role of Chair.  It was agreed that this subject would be removed from the agenda going forward. 

(b) 
Affordable Housing Update, including North Street


No further updates on the development, however, the PC expressed their


thanks to John Bews for making and placing the memorial plague next to the 


memorial tree.

(c)
Automated External Defibrillator (AED)



See point 929 above.

(d)
Chadlington Parish Council looking for support in connection with the failure to 


replace Dean Pit recycling services

Cllr Gardner gave an update on the meeting both she and Cllr Dyer attended 
regarding the closure of Dean Pit.  Cllr Hudspeth explained that originally the Council 
were going to look for an alternative location but unfortunately in the end there was 
no money.  Dean Pit looked after predominantly green waste which is now taken 
care of by collecting it from the door.  As far as the County Council is concerned, 
there is still one recycle centre in the county located at Ardley.  It was agreed that 
the closure of Dean Pit did not affect this area directly as Ardley tip is close by, 
however, the PC agreed to write a letter of support for Chadlington PC. 


RESOLVED



THAT, the clerk would write a letter of support.


Update to the County Council’s Grass Cutting agreement – the clerk confirmed 


receipt of the updated agreement following the proposed 50% reduction in the 


grass cutting grant from 2015.  


RESOLVED



THAT, the agreement would be accepted.  Cllr Dyer signed the necessary 


paperwork.


Fish & Chip Van – the clerk had received a phone call from owner of Rainbows Fish & 

Chip Shop in Kidlington seeking permission to park their mobile fish & chip van in the 

village.  



RESOLVED


THAT, the PC were happy for the fish & chip van to come to the village, however, 

the owner should seek permission from the S&SC to park in their car park.
934 
Circulation Folder 


Donation request from Citizens Advice.  Information showed that the charity had been 
used heavily by village residents.


RESOLVED


THAT, £250 would be donated to the charity.  This was proposed by Cllr Giles and 
seconded by Cllr Gardner.
935

Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson
Nothing to report.


(b)
Highways, pavements and verges



Car park sign 


RESOLVED



THAT, the clerk would write to the Playing Field Committee to seek permission to 

place the sign on the grass verge at the entrance to the car park.




THAT, the clerk to contact OCC to check the price of the sign still stands (given that 

it was over a year old) and if ‘No overnight parking’ can be added.


Cllr Henderson raised the matter of the potholes in Holliers Crescent being marked 

for filling, however, the path between the top of Holliers Crescent and Kirby Close 

still remains very uneven in areas and in need of attention.  


RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would contact OCC regarding the problem path.


Several other issues were discussed including the wall that is falling down at the 


Dock, the incomplete white lines into Holliers Crescent and a blocked drain outside 

the AMH. 


RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would contact OCC to request a parish walkabout.

31 North Street – Cllr Henderson is still receiving complaints about the car being 
parked on the verge outside this property which is obstructing the eye line as you 
leave Fleming Drive.  The clerk confirmed that she had not heard from PCSO Chris 
Jones on the matter.  



RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would write to the property owners to highlight the problem.



WODC Road sweeper – Cllr Henderson asked the clerk if she could contact WODC to 

request that Church Lane is swept during the half term week.


Railings in Mill Lane – Cllr Henderson mentioned that the railings across the brook 

had been heightened without any prompting.



(c)
Transport – The Chair

 


Cllr Dyer confirmed that the S4 will be up for review in 2015.

(d)
Sports and Social Club (S&SC)/Playing Fields

Cllr Hinton confirmed that the cycle track is going ahead and that the Playing Field 
Committee is looking for helpers to progress the project.  

Grants to fund the proposed building work are being investigated and they have not 
received any objections to the proposed planning application.


(e)
Arts and Leisure






936
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson


- 
Middle Barton Sports & Social Club, Erection of extension to the club house to form 

WC facilities - No objections
937
Finances 


(a) 
Update - External Audit for year ended 31 March 2014 



The clerk confirmed that the external audit had been completed successfully and no 

issues had been raised.


(b) 
Accounts for payment


      
i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix C to agenda 



October 2014)  

     
 ii) 
Accounts not on Appendix C submitted by 8pm on 20 October 2014 



M&D Gardening Services – 1 x village grass cutting £295



Mr Eric Probbitts – Flower Box Planting £250



RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.


The clerk confirmed that the second payment of the precept had been received 


(£7,499.54).
938
To receive items for next agenda

BT Communication Apparatus

Car Parking Sign

Hedgerow - Church Lane 
939
AOB 
940
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 17 November 2014 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.   
6



  Signed .............................................


