PARISH REPORT FEB 2015
Woodstock East
The proposed Woodstock East development is dominating the debate throughout the Town and surrounding villages. I am working with the Town Council to find planning reasons to oppose the proposal. The decisions will be taken by the planning committees at Cherwell and West Oxfordshire District Councils or ultimately by the Planning Inspectorate if the applications are refused and appealed. 
Budget

The County Council budget will be decided on 17th February we have to find addition savings of £20 million on top of the planned £265 million of savings meaning some very difficult decisions have to be made. The proposal is to increase council tax by 1.99% that will be used to protect services in future years as whatever the outcome of the General Election there will be more reduction in funding for Local Government. As part of the budget I’m proposing to remove the position of the Chief Executive Officer. This is about the position not the person as Joanna Simons has achieved a lot in her 10 years at Oxfordshire County Council.  If this is accepted then the council will be making savings of around £250,000 in 2016/17. We have to explore all options to ensure that to ensure we are protecting vital services to the vulnerable of Oxfordshire.
Local Government in Oxfordshire

With the reduction in Government funding in mind, I commissioned a report into the potential options of Local Government in Oxfordshire. It looked at 3 proposals for a Unitary authority based on 1 council, 2 councils (Oxford City and the remainder) and 3 councils (Oxford City with North and South councils). It showed the potential for significant savings of up to £32 million pa that would be better used providing front line services. There may be other options that could be considered. I wanted to start an open and honest debate into the future of Local Government in Oxfordshire based on facts. I welcome resident’s views and comments.
Local Transport Plan

On 27th January, the Cabinet of the County Council approved the Local Transport Plan. It will now be sent out to further consultation between February and April.

The plan will support the ambitions for the county up to 2031, before which an expected 100,000 new homes and 85,000 new jobs are likely to be created.

The plan includes the Oxford Transport Strategy, which sets out ambitious plans for transport in and around Oxford city, including looking at mass transit solutions like rapid bus services along strategic routes, integrating transport modes by transforming the park and ride network and making it easier to cycle by introducing cycle super routes across the city.

Also featured is our innovative ‘Science Transit’ approach to deliver a comprehensive, high quality public transport network for Oxfordshire and new, updated Bus strategies.

Local Growth Deal

A £108.6m investment into Oxfordshire has been given the go-ahead today with Minister Greg Clark MP signing a Local Growth Deal that will create 6000 jobs and 4000 homes across the county by 2021.

The Minister for Universities, Science & Cities signed the Growth Deal today at the Abingdon campus of Abingdon & Witney College. Local MPs’ and businesses joined the Local Enterprise Partnership Board (OxLEP) to take part in the signing ceremony.

£15.7million of investment has been confirmed for the first year commencing 2015/2016 with a further £92.9 million of commitment through to 2020/2021 which will be used for ten transport, infrastructure and skills projects throughout Oxfordshire and generate up to £208.5m in public and private investment.

The deal includes:

· Investment in substantial measures to reduce the risk of flooding, ensuring businesses continue to operate, roads and railways remain operational and people can be confident that their homes and businesses won’t be damaged.
· Joint investment with the University of Oxford in a new Centre for Applied Superconductivity to bring university professors and entrepreneurs together to collaborate on exciting developments in fields as diverse as computing, cryogenics, x-rays and MRI scanning and electricity storage.

· Investment with the both City of Oxford College and Abingdon and Witney College in state-of-the-art skills centres enabling local people to be trained in vital skills in science, engineering and technology, preparing them for future employment.   

· Significant investment to improve transport links including roads, cycling networks and parking – linking Oxfordshire’s world class universities with businesses and helping people get to where they need to be faster.

· Continued investment into Oxfordshire’s Growth Hub, Oxfordshire Business Support (OBS) which helps local businesses access the support and make the connections needed for growth.

The Oxfordshire Growth Deal is part of a national £12 billion long-term programme to revitalise local economies and was announced by the Government in July 2014. The deals are significant for rebuilding the British economy and sharing the benefits locally through the network of 39 LEPs.
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