PARISH REPORT MAR 2015
Serious Case Review into Child Sexual Exploitation.

Oxfordshire County Council fully accepts the findings of the serious case review into child sexual exploitation and apologises that the child protection system failed to prevent horrific abuse of six girls. 

The Independent Serious Case Review into Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) in Oxfordshire was published today (Tuesday 3 March 2015) by the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Board. The serious case review followed a trial in 2013 in which seven men were imprisoned for a total of 95 years for their crimes, which took place from 2005-2011.
The conclusions of the report follow on from an inspection by the children’s services inspectorate Ofsted in 2014, which rated Oxfordshire’s child protection system as ‘good’ and described its approach to tackling child sexual exploitation as ‘high quality’.
Jim Leivers, Oxfordshire County Council’s Director for Children, Education and Families, said:

“If we knew then what we know now about the grooming process, this would have been stopped much sooner. Before Operation Bullfinch people didn’t believe something this horrible could happen. We are under no illusions about child sexual exploitation now.

This was organised crime on a massive scale that we had not seen before. Girls were systematically groomed to think their abusers were their boyfriends. Social workers tried to protect individuals, as the Serious Case Review acknowledges. 

However, in some cases children were treated as wayward teenagers consenting to sex. That was wholly wrong. Our whole approach has now changed – children are believed, we can spot the signs of grooming and sexual exploitation and the Kingfisher team embodies that huge change.”
In addition to setting up Kingfisher, other action taken to tackle child sexual exploitation in Oxfordshire includes:

•
7,500 staff now trained to spot warning signs of CSE and take action – including police, teachers, care workers

•
Around 18,000 school children have seen a drama about child sexual exploitation and discussed the risks of grooming in class

•
School nurses in every secondary school with a role in identifying children at risk

•
Building four new children’s homes to keep most vulnerable children in Oxfordshire

Woodstock East
The proposed development at Woodstock East has made us all think about the development of the town. We know of the issues surrounding parking provision within the centre, as well as the viability of the shops including the Post Office. Then there is the provision of the doctor’s surgery. I applaud Cllr Yoxall for pointing a way forward to a vision for the future as we need to have that discussion if we are to have a sustainable future for the town. We have to be realistic, as there will inevitably be some development of the Town before 2031. The Woodstock of today is completely different from the Woodstock of 1955; I suspect the Woodstock of 2075 will be different again however we need to part of shaping that future.
Budget

The County Council budget was passed on 17th February with a savings target of £292 million over the period 2010 -2018. The savings figure is challenging and some very difficult decisions had to be taken, with even harder decisions to be taken in future years. The proposal to delete the CEO position has had to be deferred with a full review of the position in the coming months. However we cannot leave any stone unturned if we are to achieve the savings target in future years.
S4 Bus

The S4 bus provides a vital service along the A4260 serving many communities within my Division. The decision by Stagecoach to withdraw the service going through Middle Barton is a commercial one and unfortunately theirs to take. I have written to the Managing Director of Stagecoach requesting a meeting in the village. 
Tenders have been invited for a shuttle type bus service to link Duns Tew and Middle Barton with Deddington.  Connections will be made to journeys on service S4 to/from both Banbury and Oxford. Unfortunately this is the only option open to us, as we could not subsidise journeys direct to Banbury and Oxford that would duplicate Stagecoach’s own service, nor could we afford to do so. The award of a contract for this new service will be on the agenda of March 19th Transport Decision Meeting. 
My District Council colleague Cllr Robert Courts has set up a petition that I urge you to sign by following the following link:  http://tinyurl.com/okzqgew
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