SEPTEMBER PARISH REPORT


I hope that everybody has had a good summer break; whilst I didn’t go away, I did manage to take some time off to follow Oxford United around the country with some mixed results!
Congratulations to all students who sat exams this year; there were some excellent results, especially the six students at The Marlborough School who scored a clean sweep of A* and A grades in their chosen subjects along with those GCSE students who achieving 10 or more A* and A grades. The vast majority of students at the school have secured a place at their first-choice university.
WOODSTOCK EAST

There will be a site visit for the Woodstock East proposed development, to allow members of the relevant planning committees at both Cherwell and West Oxfordshire District councils to gain a better understanding of the development. This is part of the process that will lead to both planning committees determining the application. Although the site is not allocated for development within either Council’s local plan, the planning arguments may lead the committees to approve the applications. If that is the case then it’s important that Woodstock has a say in any mitigation or benefits that may come from the proposal. Unless the Infrastructure priorities are determined in advance, the development could go ahead without a Woodstock input. We could lose out on valuable funding from S106 agreements or New Homes Bonus that could be used to improve parking, for example. I think we need to prioritise Woodstock's requirements and am happy to help in any way to ensure that Woodstock residents do not lose out.
BUDGET
The hard work of preparing a budget for 2016 – 17 will soon begin in earnest; we have been working on the Budget for the last few months however we will soon start sharing our thoughts. We will not know the exact financial position until the end of November when the Comprehensive Spending Review is announced; this may mean that the final details of the Budget may not be decided until the January 2016 Cabinet meeting.

We are currently expecting to make around another £60 million of savings; these will mean some difficult decisions will have to be taken in areas that we would prefer not to, however we have to deliver a balanced budget on 16th February 2016. The County Council has made savings of £204 million since 2010.  With planned savings of £88 million by 2018, with the predicted additional savings, then the total will be £352 million.
Currently there are consultations taking place around Bus Subsidies and Household Waste Recycling Centres; we will soon also start a consultation regarding the Early Intervention service. These will be challenging, with some very difficult decisions that will have to be taken but they are part of the £88 million planned savings before we start to find the additional £60 million savings. I think this highlights how difficult the decisions will be. I urge everybody to respond to the consultations.
Connecting Oxfordshire
At the Council meeting on 8th September we will debate Connecting Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire's new Local Transport Plan (LTP4) that has been developed over the past 18 months, in response to the rapidly changing national and local growth, economic development, infrastructure planning and funding agendas.
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A40
When the A40 strategy was debated at the July Cabinet meeting, it was decided to develop a long term strategy for the A40 corridor looking at all possible options. During September/October there will be exhibitions, along with open meetings, when residents will be able to discuss and understand all the different options.

With all the consultations taking place, I will be attending a large number of evening public meetings that are required, this will mean I will not be able to attend some Town/Parish council meetings so I apologise in advance but I’m always available by email or phone or come along to one of my regular surgeries I hold at Woodstock Museum.
road works at Wolvercote and Cutteslowe roundabouts

The road works at Wolvercote and Cutteslowe roundabouts are a necessary part of the A40 strategy and are inevitably causing disruption but they have the backing of the business led Local Enterprise Partnership.  Once completed, the works will improve the capacity at both junctions improving traffic flow. The recent works at the southern roundabouts have demonstrated the improvements to traffic flow once complete.
The challenge for us is to carry out the work whilst still allowing traffic to flow through the junctions safely. Unfortunately we do not have the luxury of being able to remove the traffic completely to carry out the work, as that would be the quickest method. One of the most costly and importance elements of road projects is the traffic management for safety not only for the workforce but for all road users. If the junctions were done separately, then the traffic management would have the same effect but the works would take longer, creating more of a problem.  I can assure you that a lot of planning and thought went into this project to try to reduce the cost and keep the disruption to a minimum. The planning is carried out with our Partner Skanska, a leading international engineering company, who have expertise in this field.

Chipping Norton CONSULTATION

If approved at the Cabinet meeting on 15th September, a consultation into the future of intermediate care beds in Chipping Norton will now go ahead, as funding for the current arrangements will only last until the end of March 2016. The consultation will be on alternative arrangements which are sustainable beyond March 2016.

RECYCLING ROAD SWEEPINGS

Road sweepings from across Oxfordshire are to be processed at a state-of-the-art new treatment and recovery facility in Ewelme, a move which is designed to boost recycling rates and help cut costs for Oxfordshire County Council.

The specially-designed facility, built by Grundon Waste Management at a cost of £1.3 million, is one of the most technically advanced in the UK and helps councils meet their recycling targets through the recovery of all road sweeping waste, including leaves, sand and grit, and metals.

Around 5,000 tonnes of sweepings a year are collected from Oxfordshire’s roads by operators working for each of the five district councils; all of this material will now be processed and recycled at the new plant.

It’s going to be a busy Autumn

Cllr Ian Hudspeth
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