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AUTUMN STATEMENT/COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW – IMPACT ON OCC

Chancellor George Osborne delivered his Autumn Statement on Wednesday 25 November, including details of the Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR). The CSR confirmed that core Central Government funding (comprising business rates and revenue support grant) to Local Government will fall by 24% in real terms over the next four years. When taking into account Office of Budget Responsibility forecasts of other income raised locally by councils, the overall position is a 6.7% real terms reduction, which means difficult decisions will have to be taken by OCC when preparing the forthcoming budget after full details of the Local Government Settlement have been received. Key CSR announcements were:

1. Local authorities responsible for adult social care (which includes OCC) would be given the option to increase Council Tax by 2% to fund the increased costs of adult social care associated with the new National Living Wage. This is in addition to the 2% increase councils are permitted without a referendum, meaning OCC can now consider a 4% rise in Council Tax. However, this has to be seen in the context that most OCC residents will not have had a 4% wage rise.

2. An additional £1.5bn of funding for Local Government from the Better Care Fund will be made available by 2019-20, and ring-fencing of the public health grant will continue in 2016/7 and 2017/8. This must be considered against the background of an ageing population and a 94% increase in demand for home care since 2011, with similar increases expected over the coming years.

3. Confirmation of £12bn Local Growth Fund allocations for 2015/16 to 2020/21 made through Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs).

4. An extra £250m of funding for pothole repairs for five years to 2020/21. However, it has to be confirmed if this is annual or over the review period. The allocation for Oxfordshire would be around £2.5m.

5. The New Homes Bonus is to be reformed with proposals to include a ‘sharpening of the incentive’ and reduction in payment period from six years to four.
DEVOLUTION
I will be presenting the Oxfordshire devolution proposal to the Secretary of State Greg Clark along with the District councils, LEP and Health colleagues in early December. This is an opportunity for Oxfordshire to have devolved powers to provide the infrastructure required to deliver the 86,000 jobs and 100,000 homes to 2030.
The proposal also includes the integration of Health and Social care. The aim is to reduce duplication and improve efficiency however the key aim is to provide a better Health care system for all of Oxfordshire’s 670,000 residents.

BROADBAND

An extra £5.58m of funding has been announced. This comes from: Oxfordshire LEP, £2m; South East Midlands LEP and Cherwell District Council, £120,000; Oxford City Council, £168,000; Government’s Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) programme, £2.2m; BT, £1.1m. This means more than 4,600 additional businesses and homes across Oxfordshire will be able to access superfast fibre broadband. The percentage of county homes and businesses able to get superfast fibre broadband will be increased to more than 95%. More details can be found out at 

www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk
PREPARATIONS FOR WINTER WEATHER 

OCC is fully prepared for winter with a full fleet of 31 gritting vehicles, which have been serviced and tested over the summer. They are ready to run on 28 routes, covering a total distance of 1200 miles. Winter depots have been stocked with 12,500 tonnes of salt, which allows OCC to undertake 50 gritting runs of the entire network (at 240 tonnes per run). Since the last major ‘snow event’, OCC has increased the starting stock of salt by a third and has also restocked the county’s 1300 salt bins.  Free bulk bags of salt have been offered to all town and parish councils. The take-up so far this year has been minimal, with only 52 requested, as stocks have been retained from previous years. The daily update on whether roads will be gritted is posted on the winter pages of the OCC's web site http://winter.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms

CHILDRENS CENTRES & EARLY YEARS CONSULTATION

The consultation detailed in last month's report runs for a few more weeks until the end of Sunday 10 January 2016.
PROVISIONAL GCSE DATA

The Department for Education has published provisional GCSE results for 2015. Key Headlines for Oxfordshire schools:

•
59.1% of pupils achieved five or more A*-C grades, including English and Maths 

•
73.1% made the expected level of progress in English 

•
70.5% made the expected level of progress in Maths 

Across the country performance was down slightly on 2014 levels but Oxfordshire remains above average. (NB the data will not be finalised until early 2016 and may change.)
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Thank you to everybody who took part in the action day or should I say action1 hour and half, as that’s all it took, to make a massive difference to the land at the corner of Park Close. Thanks go to those that provided cups of tea and biscuits which were really appreciated along with the green waste bins that meant we did not have to make a trip to the recycling centre.
I wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Ian Hudspeth
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