STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2016
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON

	Councillors Present:
	Trish Giles (Acting Chair), Janice Dyer, Andrew Henderson, 
Peter Meadowcroft
County Cllr Hudspeth, District Cllr Courts


	Public:
	1

	
Clerk:
	Abigail Beale




PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
A member of the public asked if it was possible for the minutes to be published prior to being approved; otherwise it means that the public do not get to see them until two months after the meeting takes place.  The clerk said she would look into the matter.
1118
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Hinton and Cllr Carter-Windle
1119
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).

Cllr Henderson declared an interest in point 9(b) 6 Holliers Crescent – Request for parking on PC owned land.  He submitted a quote for carrying out paving work in connection with this point. 
1120
Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes from the meeting held on 18 July 2016 were approved and signed as an 
accurate record by Cllr Giles, acting Chair in Cllr Hinton’s absence.

Matters arising

None.

1121
Reports from County and District Councillors (Appendix A & B)

Cllr Roberts made reference to the new Homeseeker Plus system that was in his report – the new system that is being introduced to allow anyone on West Oxfordshire’s housing register to apply for vacant Housing Association properties themselves.  He confirmed that extra help on the system is available for anyone needing it.



Cllr Giles asked Cllr Courts if there were any further updates on the Horton Hospital.  Cllr Courts confirmed that it had been temporarily downgraded but no further updates were available.


Cllr Courts informed the meeting that new recycle wheelie bins are to introduced in 2017. 

.
1122
Co-option of a new Parish Councillor

Peter Meadowcroft was co-opted onto the Parish Council and all relevant paperwork was 
signed.
1123
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda


Dog Fouling – discussions were had about the rise in dog mess in and around the village, 
especially on pavements.  Cllr Courts confirmed he had raised the matter in his latest report 
and had asked residents for feedback on specific problems areas with the possibility of 
getting a new dog bin installed.  The clerk to obtain costs for purchasing a new dog bin.


Enquiry to have a camera fitted to the lights on the B4260 at the Hopcroft Holt – The clerk 
updated the meeting following her correspondence with the Traffic and Road Safety Team at 
OCC and the Traffic Management Unit at Thames Valley Police.   Thames Valley Police were 
not aware of any particular problems with people running red lights and accident data 
showed that there was some history of accidents involving red lights, but thankfully the 
problem is not that high (in terms of reported incidents).  OCC said that it would be difficult 
to quantify the number of occasions where this does happen, and how this may compare 
with other signals without carrying out comprehensive surveys, which unfortunately they do 
not have the resources to do.  The clerk enquired as to whether a temporary camera could 
be set up to ascertain the problem but OCC confirmed this is not a practical option on 
technical grounds.    



Carpenters Arms – With news that the Carpenters Arms had closed, correspondence had 
been received from the freeholders of the property.  They informed the PC that they will be 
advertising the pub for sale or to let as they are required to do so, the residential apartment 
will be let on a short hold tenancy.  Given the history and difficult operating environment, 
the company will concurrently commence a process towards applying for planning 
permission to allow the pub to revert to a single family dwelling.  The PC had no further 
comments to make. 
1124
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda


Village Christmas tree – Cllr Giles informed the meeting that Mrs Fleming had kindly donated 
a Christmas tree and Mr & Mrs Woods would allow the tree to be positioned in their field 
along North Street.  Cllr Giles to look into the cost of tree lights.  Cllr Courts investigating 
the possibility of tapping into the a nearby telegraph pole for electricity to light the tree.  



The PC wanted to thank Mrs Flemings and Mr & Mrs Woods for their kind donations/help.  


Grass Cutting Contract – The new contract to be put in place for 2017.  Discussions were 
had about developing a map with all areas for cutting highlighted.  The clerk agreed to have 
a look at this.  

Cllr Dyer to put a note in the next edition of the bulletin asking for tenders for the contract 
to be put forward. 
1125 
Circulation Folder 


Donation request for Katharine House Hospice.  

RESOLVED

THAT, £500 would be donated to the charity.  This was proposed by Cllr Giles and 
seconded by Cllr Dyer.
1126
Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson
Cllr Henderson informed the meeting that there were now 129 children at the school.  6 children left the school in July and 20 new children started in September. 


(b)
Highways, pavements and verges





6 Holliers Crescent - Request for parking on PC owned land



The PC discussed the request for the property owners to block pave 2.4 metres of PC 

owned land adjacent to their property to accommodate family parking and to 


alleviate parking issues in Dorn Close/Holliers Crescent.   As it is PC owned land, 


discussions were had about the PC paying for a grasscrete parking space to be laid 

themselves to ensure there would be no dispute over land ownership.  Cllr


Henderson submitted a quote for this work to be carried out.  Concerns were raised 

that if the PC paid/agreed for the work to be carried out, it could set a 



precedent for other areas around the village to be converted into parking spaces.  It 

was decided that further consideration was required before any decision was made.  


RESOLVED


THAT, the clerk would write to the property owners to inform them that further 

investigation/consideration was necessary before a final decision could be 


reached.  



A further quote would be obtained for the work, if it was agreed that the work 

would be carried out.




Set date for village walkabout – Date set for Sunday 23rd October, 10am.






Cllr Henderson to contact M&D Gardening Services regarding another village grass 

cut.


(c)
Sports and Social Club (S&SC)/Playing Fields



No report.
1127
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson


Hopcroft Holt Garage – New illuminated sign on the elevations


There were no objections to the above application.
1128
Finances 


(a) 
Report from Finance Sub Committee of its meeting



The external audit highlighted the need to agree a set of financial regulations.  A 

financial regulations model was to be reviewed and agreed by all Councillors.  


Bulletin funding of £300 was agreed, however, the clerk was asked to write to Mr 

Lawrie to ensure this was a sufficient amount.  Mr Lawrie had come back and asked 

for £400, which was subsequently agreed.  OURBus funding was discussed and it was 

agreed that a standing order of £100 per month would be set up, commencing in 

March 2017 for 30 months.  




(b) 
External Audit 15/16




The clerk confirmed that the external audit had been completed.  Action points were 

noted and all paperwork was put into the circulation box for further perusal.


(c) 
Accounts for payment


      
i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix C to agenda 



Sept 2016)  


 ii) 
Accounts not on Appendix C submitted by 8pm on 19 Sept 2016 




Village grass cutting & weed spraying, M. Probbitts = £490.00



RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed
1129
To receive items for next agenda

Traffic mirror, Church Lane

1130
AOB 
1131
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 17 October 2016 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm. 
3



  Signed .............................................


