STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 15 MAY 2017
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON

	Councillors Present:
	Andy Hinton (Chair), Kate Carter-Windle, Janice Dyer, Andrew Henderson, Peter Meadowcroft
County Cllr Hudspeth, District Councillor Virgin


	Public:
	4 

	
Clerk:
	Abigail Beale




ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

1.
Chairman’s annual report

Cllr Hinton presented his annual report.
2.
Financial statement 16/17

The clerk reported the following:-


Bank Reconciliation


Current account balance as of 31.3.17
-
£14,531.29

Reserve account balance as of 31.3.17
-
£17,904.75


However, there was a further £702.21 worth of current account cheques that had not 
cleared the bank as of 31 March 2017 but were included in the expenditure for the period.

Reconciled accounts



£31,733.83

Budget Tracker


Budgeted expenditure for 2016/17 
-
£23,420.00


Actual expenditure for 2016/17

-
£15,846.02


A number of items that had been budgeted for came in under budget by quite considerable 
amounts.  These were items such as:- 

· Clerk’s salary, expenses & training – this came in under budget by just over £1,500
· Insurance – this area saw a saving of just over £250 vs budget

· Grass cutting – this came in under budget by just under £2,000
· Hedge cutting – None of the £800 budget was spent 

· Transport (traffic calming, monitoring) – this came in just under £1000

· Meeting room hire – none of the £600 budget was spent
· Bulletin – this came in under budget by £500
· Communication – none of the budgeted £1,200 was spent
· Community First Responders – None of the £500 budget was spent


A couple of items came in over budget/had not been budgeted for at all.  There was an over 
spend of £800 on donations (this did include a £1,500 donation towards the new outside 
toilets at the Sports & Social Club).  This also included the purchase and installation of 3 x 
dog bins and 1 x traffic mirror at a cost of nearly £900 that had not been budgeted for.  

Budgeted income for 2016/17

-
£17,037.81


Actual income for 2016/17

-
£21,328.99


Actual income includes a VAT rebate of £4,285.05.

.


The clerk pointed out that the accounts are set to be reviewed by an internal auditor by 
30th 
June 2017.
3.
AOB

Cllr Hinton informed the meeting that the clerk had handed in her resignation.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
1224
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Cllr Carter-Windle was put forward for position of Chair.  Cllr Dyer proposed the 
appointment and Cllr Henderson seconded it.   Cllr Carter-Windle accepted the position of 
Chair.


Cllr Hinton was put forward for Vice Chair.  Cllr Carter-Windle proposed the appointment 
and Cllr Dyer seconded it.  Cllr Hinton accepted the position of Vice Chair.  

1225
Review and vote on allowing members of the public to speak outside of the Public Session

It was agreed that members of the public would be allowed to speak outside of the public 
session at the discretion of the Chairman.
1226
Review committees and responsibilities


The following was agreed:-


Finance Committee
- All Councillors, with Cllr Giles as Chair

Planning Committee
- Cllr Henderson, Cllr Hinton, Cllr Giles 


Highways

- All Councillors

Pavements & Verges
- All Councillors

Footpaths 

- All Councillors

Sports & Social Club
- Cllr Hinton

Lighting


- Cllr Carter-Windle

Youth Groups/ 

- All Councillors would be responsible as and when required


Art & Leisure

- All Councillors would be responsible as and when required
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
1 member of the public raised concern with regards to traffic entering the ‘No Entry’ entrance into Jervis Close from Fleming Drive.  Cars were ignoring the signs, with 20-30 cars being counted as entering the exit the wrong way.  The member of the public themselves were nearly involved in an incident due to a car entering the wrong way.  Cllr Hudspeth recommended finding out what the reason was for opening the entrance when the affordable housing was built.  The clerk to also revisit correspondence with OCC with regards to the possibility of closing the entrance up altogether.  
A representative (Ben Wilson) from Glympton Estate attended the meeting to discuss cutting back the hedgerow along Church Lane from South Street.  Mr Wilson explained that they don’t normally like to cut the hedges at this time of year due to nesting birds, however, he proposed trimming the hedgerow back first to see if that would help and then if possible cut back further in September.  As Mr Wilson was present, discussions were had about whether walkers should be using the top of the field behind of South Street as a footpath.  Mr Wilson confirmed that this is not a public footpath and the Estate has ploughed the field so it is more difficult for people to walk along this section.  It was suggested that the Estate put signs up if they do not want people to walk along this area.  Mr Wilson suggested he would discuss the matter with the Estate Manager.           
1227
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Giles.
1228
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).

None received. 
1229
Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes from the meeting held on 18 April 2017 were approved and signed as an 
accurate record.

Matters arising

None
1230
Reports from County and District Councillors (Appendix A & B)

County Cllr Hudspeth was in attendance.  During the recent County Council elections he had been honoured to be re-elected as councillor for Woodstock division.  He had also been re-elected as Leader of the Council.  The General Elections is currently dominating proceedings and until the new government is announced, with their policies, the full impact on local government is not known.  

Newly elected District Councillor James Virgin was in attendance.  He introduced himself to the meeting and confirmed he would be holding monthly surgeries and attending local events.
1231
Annual Insurance Renewal 2017/18

Three renewal quotes had been received by Came & Company Brokers based on the Council’s current schedule of insurance.  Inspire at an annual cost of £379.72, Hiscox at £406.68 and Ecclesiastical at £427.01.  Came & Company had recommended the Council accept the Inspire quotation as it meets the Council’s insurance requirement.  

RESOLVED

THAT, Cllr Giles would double check the details of the insurance to ensure it had adequate 
cover before pursuing with Came & Company’s recommendations of Inspire.
1232
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

(a)
An email had been received from Mrs Wood asking if the Parish Council could 


highlight the importance of people keeping to the footpath when using the land 


North of Holliers Crescent.  She also wanted to highlight the fact that the new fence 

line or any other part of the field has no right away across it.  Also, when walking 

with dogs could the dog owners clean up any dog mess as it is extremely harmful to 

livestock.  They will be placing some signs in the field in the coming weeks. 



 

The Parish Council discussed the matter and agreed that they would put a note in 

the bulletin supporting Mrs Wood’s request.  A member of the public suggested 


painting the posts white where the footpath arrow markers are sited so they could 

be seen more easily.  Another member of the public suggested placing yellow caps 

on top of the posts, again to ensure people can easily see where the footpath goes.  

These suggestions to be sent to Mrs Wood.
1233
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda

(a)
Crime, Disorder and Parking – Chris Jones 



Chris was unable to make the meeting, however, provided the following report for 

the previous 12 months:
· 30 crimes recorded, including 4 x assault, 2 x burglary in a dwelling (excluding attempts), 6 x criminal damage to dwellings, 1 x harassment - all offences under harassment act , 1 x other theft, 1 x road traffic offence, 1 x theft from the person – theft only, 9 x theft from vehicle, 3 x theft in a dwelling and 1 x drink drive and 1 x drug drive
· 69 x incidents recorded as a non-crime (CRI include incidents such as domestic incidents and adult and child protection CRIs.  A CRI is created when TVP are informed of vulnerable members of the community.  The details are then passed on to partner agencies (social services etc..).
· Youth causing anti-social behaviour, criminal damage to vehicles and property.  Youths have been identified and investigations are on-going.
· Investigating a number of reports of under aged drinking and drugs within the village.

· Drink/drug driving campaign – arrests made

· There is a new police model starting on June 1st 2017.  Chipping Norton, Carterton and Witney become one team under one sergeant and Woodstock, Kidlington and Eynsham becomes another again under one sergeant.



Cllr Hinton brought up the issue of cars parking on verges and PC owned grass areas.  

Discussions were had about the best way to try and deter people from doing this.  It 

was agreed that a note would be put in the bulletin asking people to refrain from 

parking on these areas.

(b)
PC website development 




The clerk had spoken to Westcote Barton Parish Meeting about the possibility of 

incorporating Westcote Barton Parish into the new website.  The Chair (Mr Ferrelly) 

had responded saying that it may be worth considering a concept of a ‘Bartons’ 


website which provides village information, not just an extension of the SB site.  He 

suggested the option of allowing links for local businesses such as the shop, The Fox 

which could be asked for an annual fee which would contribute to the cost and 


upkeep.   Their next meeting is Monday 5th June, so it would be good to receive 


more detail before then.

       
RESOLVED




THAT, Cllr Giles would speak to Mr Ferrelly.

(c)
Speed signs



James Wright from OCC had said that he would provide a quote
for the signs.  The 

clerk to forward the quote onto the PC when received.



(d)
Status update, proposed Worton Road Housing Development 


The clerk provided an update which Roger Tyers had e-mailed through.  This 


included that they had received a response from WODC on the pre-app additional 

meeting and were pleasantly surprised at its content as they were anticipating a 

more negative reaction.  They still have a few concerns to overcome; however, they 

now plan to move onto the next state of the planning process with a full planning 

application with all the associated reports which will take some time to complete.  In 

the interim, they are considering a presentation to the local community once they 

have a definitive master plan with individual house types, the Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment (LVIA) and Transport Assessment (TA) but would want the Parish 

Council to consider the proposals before making the presentation.  Before 


embarking on the next stage, Roger would like to discuss a couple of points with the 

PC that have arisen in the response from WODC and so would like to come along to 

the next meeting to discuss.



Cllr Meadowcroft asked for a copy of the Traffic Report.  The clerk to ask Roger for a 

copy.
Cllr Carter-Windle took this opportunity to provide an update on the Irons Development (at Holliers Farm).  She confirmed that the building company had unveiled a problem with the farmhouse and as a result the developer is awaiting quotes to deal with the problem and complete the work.  The developer has also had to resubmit plans for the new builds on the site.
1234 
Circulation Folder 


No matters arose.  
1235
Reports


(a)
School Governors report - Cllr Henderson



Work on the eco area is currently in progress. 


(b)
Highways, pavements and verges





Car parking on pavements and verges – see point 1233(a) above.



Proposed lay-by Holliers Crescent, status update




Clerk to go through the planning application process via WODC website.


(c)
Sports and Social Club (S&SC)/Playing Fields



Cllr Hinton had little to report.  More to report following the next committee 

meeting.
1236
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson


- 37 Marshall Crescent, Erection of two storey rear extension


- 16 Orchard Way,  Remove existing rear window and install French doors


There were no objections to the above applications.

1237
Finances 


(a) 
Accounts for payment


      
i) 
To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix C to agenda 



May 2017)  


 ii) 
Accounts not on Appendix C submitted by 8.00pm on 15 May 2017 




None received.




RESOLVED



THAT, all payments listed were agreed.

1238
To receive items for next agenda

- Speed signs

- Parking on verges


- Dog footpaths
1239
AOB 

1240
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 19 June 2017 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8pm.   
3



  Signed .............................................


