STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 17 September 2018
THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON

	Councillors Present:
	Kate Carter-Windle (Chair) ,  Andrew Henderson,  John Parry, Jonny Rosemont, Peter Meadowcroft


	Public:
	4 

	
Clerk:
	Annette Fowler


Also in attendance: John Umney, DFP, Alison Umney, School Liaison Governor, Roger Tyres, Roger Tyres Land & Development and Cllr Hudspeth. 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Prior to the council meeting commencing there will be an opportunity of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make comments and to ask questions of the Parish Council.

One member of the public talked about the number of HGV’s driving through the village, he has lived in the village for 9 years and feels that the number has increased. He asked if there was any possibility of some sort of weight restriction. Other people have also mentioned it and have concerns when walking children down North St to School.  Cllr Meadowcroft asked if the impression was that the HGV’s were speeding, the feeling is that some of them are. 

Cllr Hudspeth confirmed that about 8 years ago the Council had met with businesses at Enstone Airfield to discuss the situation. Apparently we cannot have a weight restriction on the bridge into the village at Westcote Barton as it is structurally sound.  A member of the public asked if the bridge could be re-tested. Cllr Hudspeth will find out when the bridge was last tested and will report back to the PC.  Cllr Hudspeth also mentioned that routing agreements act retrospectively.  

The same member of public asked if there was anything else we could do. Cllr Hudspeth confirmed that we could carry out a speed survey and then talk to local businesses again.  Ian Taylor (member of public) said that he would be happy to go along with Councillors to talk to the businesses.

Another member of the public also mentioned speeding cars early in the morning. PC will carry out another speed check. 

Cllr Carter-Windle suggested that we ask the Police to put more speed check signs up.  

Cllr Rosemont asked Cllr Meadowcroft if PCSO Chris Jones had been present at any speed checks carried out by the PC.  Cllr Meadowcroft confirmed that the Police had confirmed they are too busy.

Member of Public asked about speed bumps. Cllr Hudspeth said it is very difficult, i.e. where to place them as nobody wants them outside their property. 

Cllr Carter-Windle asked for members of the public to email any concerns to the PC.

A member of the public reported that vehicles are still driving in past the no entry sign off Fleming Drive. Also cars are parking over the white lines in Fleming drive. Drug dealing was also mentioned,  instances have been reported to the Police. 
Cllr Carter-Windle reminded all that to start a neighbourhood watch scheme we need volunteers.
It was mentioned that during the meeting held by PCSO, Chris Jones earlier in the year, people were asked to complete a form if they were interested. The PC has not heard anything since. Cllr Rosemont will ask Chris Jones for an update.
1420
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Jackson.
1421
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).
None received.

1422
Co-option of councillors

Andrew Hinton was co-opted onto the Parish Council and paperwork completed.

1423
Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes from the meeting held on 16th July 2018 were approved and signed as an 
accurate record by Cllr Carter-Windle.

Matters arising


None



1424
Reports from County and District Councillors (Appendix A)

a) Cllr Hudspeth was in attendance; his report had been submitted before the meeting and  is available on the Parish website. 

b) Cllr Jackson had emailed a short report to the PC before the meeting.  
1425     Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda




a) The PC had received an email from MB School asking if they would consider financial 
support towards the cost of installing CCTV cameras around the School premises. This is not 
something that the School had budgeted for, but recent events including cars being broken 
into outside the School have led to concerns, particularly due to the position of the School.



Alison Umney confirmed that they had received one quote so far for £1,396.80. More quotes 
would be requested. Alison mentioned that PCSO Jones had been approached and 
confirmed that it would be a very good idea.   Cllr Carter-Windle agreed that it was a good 
idea; the PC will look at the finances and await further quotes.  Cllr Hudspeth confirmed that 
the County Council could match any funding up to round £700.00 from the Council priority 
fund.  Cllr Rosemont suggested that the 
School  also talk to Chris Jones to ensure 
cameras are placed in the most 
appropriate places and the best equipment is purchased.   
This will be discussed in more detail at the next full governors meeting due to be held on the 
27th September, 2018. 



b) Letter of Engagement received from the internal auditor, Arrow Accounting.


RESOLVED


THAT,
All agreed to continue with Arrow Accounting as the internal auditor. The 
Clerk confirmed that the audit would be completed without a visit from the 
auditor; everything would be handled via email.


c) Email from Ian & Abby Taylor regarding Lorries. Mr Taylor attended the meeting – see 
above.


d) Email from Mary Thompson regarding visibility at the Holliers Crescent/North Street 
junction. Cllr Hinton confirmed that there are two vehicles, one large and one smaller that 
can sometimes cause a problem with visibility. Cllr Meadowcroft recalled that the owners 
had asked previously asked if they could purchase an area of PC land but this had been 
declined by the PC at the time.  Cllr Rosemont and Cllr Carter-Windle agreed to discuss the 
issue with the owners.
1426
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda



- The Clerk confirmed that the Winter Salt order had been placed. Cllr Meadowcroft asked 
about the new salt bin for Kirby Close. The Clerk confirmed that she had been waiting for 
confirmation of where the bin should be placed as this information is required for the order.




RESOLVED




THAT, the new salt bin would be ordered and placed by the litter bin.


- Village Appraisal project – Cllr Rosemont confirmed that a survey of MB residents would be 
carried out to find out more about local issues i.e. crime, speeding, housing needs, parking 
and other aspects of village life.  The PC will set up a steering committee and hope to get  
started and the survey carried out before the end of the year. The survey will be 
completed online or paper if preferred.  John & Ali Umney and Marie Longford offered 
assistance. 



- Tree of Remembrance – Cllr Parry reported that in the August OALC newsletter, OCC and 
The Woodland Trust were offering to provide a tree and commemorative plaque as part of 
the nation’s commemoration of the Centenary of the Armistice of WW1. He asked if the PC 
would be interested. All confirmed that this was a lovely idea. Cllr Hinton will speak to the 
Playing 
fields committee as the 
feeling was that the S&SC would be the best place. Once 
agreed the Clerk will place the order.


- Holliers lay-by – Cllr Parry talked about costs confirming that it could spiral to over 
£40,000. The alternative is to look at extending the existing white lines. Cllr Hinton had 
already contacted James Wright, Highways and is waiting for James to make contact to 
arrange an appointment for a visit.  



-Bridge at the Dock – a member of the public had reported that the wood was rotten on the 
the wooden bridge and it needed to be replaced. Cllr Henderson confirmed that it would 
cost around £1,800 to make good.  It was also mentioned that the handrail was missing 
and 
should be replaced. Cllr Henderson will provide a quote for both. The Clerk will also obtain a 
further 
two quotes. 



-Christmas Tree - Cllr Carter-Windle confirmed the Christmas tree celebration date had been 
set for December 1st.   As previously, the Christmas tree would be donated by the Flemings 
and the Woods kindly agreed to the PC using their land on North Street. Cllr Parry 
mentioned that the PC should be careful with the PC budget but that a possible donation 
towards the cost could be made.

- Weed spraying – a member of the public had mentioned that the weeds around the kerbs 
in the village were overgrown. The Clerk will ask the current grass cutter, Nigel Prickett, if he 
would consider taking this on.
1427
Circulation Folder – Any matters arising?


Nothing arose. 

1428
Reports
 

(a) School Governors report – Alison Umney, School Liaison Governor



There are currently 134 
pupils on the school role. 



The new head, Mrs Barwell, is looking to appoint a new home School link representative. 
The School is planning to complete the ECO area.    



The head would like to thank the community volunteers for all their help.



(b) Highways, pavements and verges





Nothing to report.


(c) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields





Cllr Hinton - Although coming into quiet time, the play area would still be inspected every 
two weeks. The facilities are being well used. The Bottom Football pitch is being rented by 
Renault during the Summer months.  
1429
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson


18/02725/FUL – Whistlow Farm, Bicester Road – Extension to Barn  



No objection.
1430
Finances 


 

(a)
Accounts for Payment 
i. To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix B to agenda)
ii. Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 17 September 2018 


 RESOLVED 

  
 THAT, all payments listed were approved. 
1431
To receive items for next agenda



None
1432
AOB 



- Christmas tree – see above. 



- Cllr Henderson mentioned that the dog bins were not being emptied regularly. The Clerk 
confirmed she would contact  WODC. 
1433
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 15th October 2018 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8.00pm.   
5



  Signed .............................................


