STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

Monday 18th February 

THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON

	Councillors Present:
	Kate Carter-Windle (Chair), John Parry, Andrew Henderson, Peter Meadowcroft, Andy Hinton

	Public: 1
	 

	
Clerk:
	Annette Fowler


Also in attendance: 
          Revd Jane Wright , John Umney, DFP
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Prior to the council meeting commencing there will be an opportunity of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make comments and to ask questions of the Parish Council.

A member of the public talked about the junction at Worths Garage, Enstone and how difficult it is to join the A44 as the road is very busy and will only get busier. Particularly with the news that Renault are recruiting more staff and the possibility of the Motor museum.  Cllr Hudspeth reported that all junctions are being looked at and will report back when more information is available. 

Cllr Meadowcroft reported that cars are still parking on PC land at the end of Holliers Crescent. Cllr Hinton confirmed that he and the Clerk are investigating ‘No parking’ signs or posts. All agreed that the Clerk should purchase at least two ‘No parking’ signs one for Holliers Crescent and the other for Dorn Close.

1486
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Rosemont
1487
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).
None
1488
Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes from the meeting held on 21st January 2019 were approved and signed as an accurate record by Cllr Carter-Windle.

Matters arising


None



1489
Reports from County and District Councillors (Appendix A)

a) Cllr Hudspeth was in attendance – his report can be found on the PC website. Cllr Hudspeth touched on the following (further details in the report online)
BUDGET

1. COMMUNITIES TO BE OFFERED HELP WITH YOUTH SERVICES 
Young people and their families in Oxfordshire are now set to benefit from improved community-run youth services if county councillors agree grant funding when they set the council’s budget next week. 
2. COUNTY COUNCIL TO INVEST IN SCHOOLS, TRANSPORT AND STREETLIGHTING
Residents of Oxfordshire will see highway improvements, new school buildings and energy-efficient streetlighting thanks to a £1 billion investment over the next ten years as part of the county council’s budget. However, the county council is also warning that funding pressure on services remains as demand for social care for vulnerable children and adults continues grow and continued financial prudence is required to meet those demands. 

Transport schemes across the county are set for funding approval so the county council can improve journeys for drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users. Nearly £20m will be invested to increase the provision of school places for children with special needs in the county, including rebuilding Northfield School in Oxford with more pupil places. 

In the Oxfordshire County Council’s budget there is funding for Mirco Asphalt treatment for the B4030 from Hopcroft Halt to Barton Lodge, the work will be carried out in the summer. 

b) Cllr Jackson was in attendance and reported on the following:-

MEETING WITH CHRIS GRAIN, HIGHWAYS OFFICER
On January 31st, Kate Carter-Windle, Andrew Henderson and I met Chris at the Middle Barton Stores to review the "disappointing" work on the pavement.  He agreed that it was not acceptable, and will request some remedial work, particularly on the raised kerbstones trip hazard.

Kate and I then went with Chris to identify other areas I had written to him about. Potholes and blocked drains on Kiddington Road, and potholes on Mill Lane and Church Road.

Prior to our meeting he had been to Rectory Crescent and Hillside Road, putting white rings around holes that I had reported on ‘Fix My Street’.

COMBATTING LONELINESS
This is an issue that I am keen to support, having several family members who live alone and sometimes feel isolated.

I have been in touch with a lady at the Citizens Advice Bureau about a scheme called ‘Community Connect’, where they work with doctors’ surgeries to identify potential folk who could be lonely.

I have offered to be a community volunteer to assist and will shortly undergo some training.

UPDATE FROM P.C. CHRIS JONES
I mentioned at the last S.B.P.C. meeting that Chris had called to see me about a couple of matters.  I hadn't heard from him for a while, so I made contact.  He apologised for the delay, but there have been staffing shortages and his time has been "stretched".

He is still keen to do a tour of the village with me and representatives from the P.C. to discuss issues.

I had originally contacted him after the Westcote Barton Parish Meeting before Christmas to discuss the possibility of acquiring an extra speed gun, and organising training for folk who want to take part in Community Speed Watch.

The new recommended gun is much more expensive, so he is trying to persuade contacts to fund one.  I suggested it could be shared between the three P.C.s (Steeple, Westcote and Sandford).  Chris will report back.
When time allows, he is happy to do the simple training sessions.  The recommendation is for three folk to do the speed watch each time.

1490     Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda



None



1491
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda


-Cllr Meadowcroft mentioned that Ken Caldwell, (Our Bus) reported that as you drive out of the village the hedge growth near the Medlar Tree needs to be cut back. Cllr Hudspeth will investigate. 

-Village Appraisal update – As Cllr Rosemont was not present at the meeting, this will be included in the March agenda.
-SBPC new website – The site is live and feedback is positive. There are still some areas that need to be updated; the Clerk will work with Coded Creations. 
1492
Circulation Folder – Any matters arising?
It was agreed that as most communication came via email that this item would be dropped from the agenda going forward. 
1493
Reports
 

(a) School Governors report – Alison Umney, School Liaison Governor


School running well. Cllr Hudspeth will look into a grant application for CCTV. 

 

(b) Highways, pavements and verge 


Cllr Henderson will arrange to re-fill salt bins. 





(c) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields


Playing Fields held AGM, all fine there. 

Playing fields committee to have a meeting with AMH and the future of the hall further details to follow.


1494
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson 
- 19/00276/FUL – The siting of a residential caravan, Sycamore Farm, Duns Tew Road

No objections

1495
Finances 
(a)
Accounts for Payment 
i. To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix B to agenda)
ii. Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 18th February 2019 


 RESOLVED 


  
 THAT, all payments listed were approved. 
1496
To receive items for next agenda



None

1497
AOB 

Cllr Carter-Windle suggested that we have ‘Beware thief’s active in area’ signs be placed at the Church.  Clerk to investigate prices and discuss with Chris Jones.

Cllr Carter-Windle reported that the Library has been a great success and thanked John and Ali Umney for all their hard work. John Umney reported that book stocks were very good and confirmed that any excess books are taken to Oxfam. He also reported that there would also be a new coffee machine in the tea room soon.  

1498
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 18th March 2019 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8.00pm.   
5



  Signed .............................................


