STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

Monday 13th January 2020 

THE ALICE MARSHALL HALL, MIDDLE BARTON

	Councillors Present:
	Kate Carter-Windle, Andy Hinton, Peter Meadowcroft, John Parry, Andrew Henderson, Jonny Rosemont

	Public:  4
	

	Also, in attendance:
       

Clerk
	John Umney, DFP, Alison Umney, School Liaison Governor 
Annette Fowler


PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Prior to the council meeting commencing there will be an opportunity of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make comments and to ask questions of the Parish Council.
A member of the public reported that the developers of Holliers Farm were having regular bonfires; not very neighbourly. Cllr Carter-Windle will pay them a visit. 

John Umney reported that the ‘Sustainable Bartons’ group would like to swop village maps if the PC had any available. The Clerk confirmed that the grass cutting maps were held on file.
1612
To receive apologies for absence
None
1613
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).
None
1614
Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes from the meeting held on 16th December 2019 were approved and signed as an accurate record by Cllr Carter-Windle.

Matters arising


None

1615
Reports from County and District Councillors (Appendix A)

Full reports can be found on the PC website www.steeplebartonparishcouncil.org

Cllr Hudspeth – Arrived late as attending other meetings. The report included information on food waste, recycling and budget. The full report can be found vi online via the link above.


Cllr Jackson – 
As there were no council meetings since the last PC meeting there were no Council matters to report.  
The Speedwatch meeting due to be held on Saturday 25th January is going ahead.  
Cllr Jackson joined a meeting of the Sustainable Bartons group and during a walk down Mill Lane from South Street it was noted that a cottage was starting to look very dilapidated. Cllr Jackson wrote to Phil Shaw, Chief Planning Officer at WODC who will arrange for somebody to visit and make an assessment. Cllr Jackson will report back as necessary.  
1616
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda





None
1617
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda
a) Village Appraisal – Cllr Rosemont reported that the manual data entry of paper appraisals was nearly complete with over 300 responses, and 84% of questions answered. The PC will report the full findings in due course through the DFP and the PC website. 
A member of the public asked if we had any idea of the results of the traffic section. It was confirmed that this would be made available in the final summary.  

b) Grass cutting contract renewal – The Clerk reported that the current contractor, Nigel Prickett, had confirmed that he would be happy to continue with the same price per cut of £340 +VAT for the next three years.

 RESOVED

THAT, the PC would continue with the current contractor. This was agreed by all Councillors.  

c)  Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) – Membership Renewal

        RESOLVED
THAT, membership would be renewed for the year at a cost of £92.00.  This was       agreed by all Councillors.  
1618 
Reports
 

(a) School Governors report 
We start the year with some great news to share with you all. Firstly, we have been listed as 7th in the county out of 302 schools for our Year 6 outcomes last year and secondly, we had a rather rigorous county council safeguarding audit this week, where we were told that we were one of the best schools they had seen for three years. So, a huge thank you to the staff, children and parents for supporting the continued Middle Barton School successes. 
I wanted to keep you all informed on a bit of work I did across the Trust regarding timings of the school day. The end result was that our children have the shortest day with an accumulated 12 days less learning a year. This is obviously not to be ignored so we made some alterations within the day to help with this. The next changes need to be around the length of the day. We are aiming to tighten our start time in the morning, with the bell ringing for the start of class at 8:45 as usual but the register taking place at 8:55. Children will need to be in school at that time as then learning will start. We will also start seeking your opinions on the time for the end of the day over the next few weeks, ready for a potential change at Easter. 

We have been working really hard on our new Behaviour Policy and Values within the school and it is now in practice. 




(b) Highways, pavements and verge 





Cllr Parry mentioned that a lot of people had complained about the potholes in the village appraisal.

Cllr Carter-Windle reported that the Dock was covered in leaves and is very slippy and asked Cllr Henderson if he could arrange to have the Dock swept. Cllr Henderson confirmed that this would be arranged.


(c) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields

Busy over the Christmas period but quiet now. The Silent Soldier has been delivered and is being stored. The bracket is in place. The memorial garden is being constructed by Mark Chesterman and positive feedback is being received from the village. A memorial stone is being prepared; the cost of this has been covered with funds raised by the Playing Fields committee. Revd Jane Wright has confirmed that she will be available for the weekend of celebrations. The next meeting will be held on the 26th with groups who have expressed an interest to be involved. John Umney suggested that it would be really interesting if somebody could take pictures of the development and prepare a piece for the DFP.

1619
Planning applications – Cllr. Henderson


19/03482/HHD – 15A Hillside Road - Single storey extension



None

19/03402/HHD – 27 Marshall Crescent - Alterations and erection of two storey and single storey rear extension.



None


19/03483/FUL - Change of use from paddock to gallops for equestrian use. (Part retrospective) Sycamore Farm Duns


None

1620
Finances 

 a)
Accounts for Payment 
i. To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix B to agenda)
ii. Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 16th December 2019 

1621
To receive items for next agenda



Village Appraisal


1622
AOB 

a) Richard Brown – Safe Roads for Middle Barton  


Richard informed the PC that after attending the last meeting the campaign had launched an online petition receiving 250 signatures, and press releases had been published by the Oxford Mail and Banbury Guardian. There was also a piece in the DFP. A meeting took place last week with Cllr Hudspeth to discuss short and long-term options. It was confirmed that there would be a speed survey when the weather improves; April was suggested.  The petition will be handed in to the next cabinet meeting of OCC. Long term OCC will get involved with the speedwatch exercise. 

The feeling is that the lack of enforcement of the speed limit in the village is the problem. Cllr Hudspeth suggested the group talk to Mathew Barber, TVP Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner. 

Cllr Carter-Windle reiterated that the PC have been working hard over the years with the same aim in mind, to slow down traffic travelling through the village. Hopefully going forward we can work together to help resolve the problem.

Cllr Rosemont suggested we ask Renault for details of their campaign. Cllr Parry will contact them to ask and will also ask if they are going to run the exercise again. 

Cllr Carter-Windle asked Cllr Jackson how many times the speedwatch exercise would be carried out. Cllr Jackson will discuss with PCSO Chris Jones and report back.  

A member of the public suggested that the 250 people who signed the petition, and drive in the village could be reminded to ensure that they are keeping to the speed limit. 

b) Library

Cllr Carter-Windle thanked John & Ali Umney for all their hard work with the village library which has now been opened for a year with 500 books being borrowed.
1623
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 17th February 2020 at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8.00pm. 
	Paper number(s).
	Paper title

	A
	Report from County Cllr Hudspeth and Cllr Jackson

	B
	Accounts for Payment


5



  Signed .............................................


