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West Oxfordshire residents will benefit from a funding deal with Homes England for £102m from the Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) dedicated to providing a significant upgrade to the A40 west of Oxford.

The key route carries up to 32,000 vehicles a day on the section between Witney and Oxford and is single carriageway in some sections.

The sum of £102 million will deliver the Housing Infrastructure Fund 2 A40 Smart Corridor which comprises:

•
An extension of the dual carriageway from Witney to the proposed Eynsham park and ride, including improving cycling facilities along the route

•
An extension of the A40 westbound bus lane from west of Duke’s Cut canal and railway bridges close Oxford near to the proposed Eynsham park and ride

•
A40 capacity and connectivity improvements to widen access at Duke’s Cut canal and railway bridges, extending the eastbound and westbound bus priority lane, prioritising bus rapid transit at this pinch point

This is in addition to the Local Growth Fund of £35 million which will deliver the west bound bus lane along with the Eynsham park and ride.
The work will increase A40 capacity for all users of the route between Witney and Eynsham, while providing a high-quality, congestion-free public transport, cycling and walking link for travel between Witney, Eynsham and Oxford to encourage residents and travellers to adopt active travel to slash emissions and improve air quality. 

The development is great news for residents in the villages along the A4095 as it should reduce vehicles using the road as an alternative to the A40 in particular HGVs.
It will also deliver capacity and connectivity improvements at the Duke’s Cut canal and railway bridges. This will include an eastbound bus route over the bridges on the approach to Wolvercote and improved cycling facilities, including a link joining the A40 cycle route to the National Cycle Network route 5, along the Oxford Canal.

Oxfordshire County Council is currently reporting additional costs and lost income of approximately £51 million as a result of coronavirus. The council has received almost £31 million to date in grant funding from the Government. The Government’s new Income Guarantee Scheme for sales, fees and charges is expected to provide around a further £4m during the year. This means the overall shortfall this financial year is currently forecast to be £16 million. The cabinet will be asked to approve around £15m of savings for 2020/21 to cover the majority of this shortfall – acknowledging that the overall situation could change for better for worse as the financial year progresses further. We have to ensure we have sound finances in case there is a 2nd spike or flu epidemic. 

The council is proposing to take the opportunity to take a fresh look at services and find new ways of delivering them rather than following the route of cutting services. COVID has presented opportunities for adopting new ways of working and making greater use of digital technology. For example, 3,500 members of council staff who normally work in the office are continuing to work remotely from home, which has resulted in a saving in utility costs across council buildings.

The County Council must deliver a balanced budget and is unable to borrow funds to support the revenue account, so difficult decisions have to be taken.
The re-opening of the museum and library is part of the process of re-opening all the council buildings. We are approaching this in a phased way as staff were re-deployed across different areas of the council to assist during the crisis. As staff return to their regular workplace then we can start the re-opening process.
Good news for the Bus Route 233 (Burford – Witney – Woodstock) on 6th September a new hourly Sunday service will commence which has been funded by Oxfordshire county Council through the national Supported Bus Services Fund. To ensure that the service continues beyond the financially supported phase its important we use it otherwise if we don’t use it we will lose it.
The new bus shelters at Hanborough station are also welcome as they should encourage people to use public transport during poor weather conditions providing valuable shelter. The longer-term aim must be more services so that there is less time between the trains and buses arriving/departing.

Our Bus service is back up and running with a limited service, this is good news as this is a much-needed service in the Bartons.
The lockdown restrictions have been eased but it’s important that we do not become complacent.
Do not leave home if you or someone you live with has any of the following:
1. a high temperature
2. a new, continuous cough
3. a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste
NHS test and trace service
The NHS test and trace service is now live. Everyone over the age of five presenting symptoms should have a test. You can ask for a test online or by calling 119.
The new NHS test and trace service works as follows:  
· You request a test online or by calling 119
· If the test comes back negative, you and everyone in your household can go back to normal
· If the test comes back positive, the NHS test and trace team will get in touch with you – via text, email or phone call – to discuss whom you have come into contact with
· The NHS test and trace team will then alert those contacts, where necessary, and notify them if they need to self-isolate to stop the spread of the virus
· You and members of your household need to follow the usual guidelines about self-isolating
Please do not hesitate to contact me and keep safe.

Ian Hudspeth

07956 270 318

Ian.hudspeth@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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For information on COVID- 19 visit www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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