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Bartons Bags now in South

Africa!

Keri and John Barnard of

Middle Barton have sent us this 

photograph of John’s mother,

Karen, with the Barton bag in the

iconic, Nelson Mandela Square in

Sandton, Johannesburg. 

more on p.8

Meanwhile, back in the

Bartons, Little Tiddlers

do some Spring planting
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Lights, Camera, ACTION!
Three Racing Barton Boys on TV! – See Page Eight

Who’s the barrow girl?
It’s Amy Salt racing for
charity. – See Page10.

Oh Yes 
It Was!
A great panto, that is…
Jolly entertainment, with an all-star cast, a dastardly
villain and a spectacular dame. Another milestone in
the history of the Drama Group. A triumph for Martin
Roberts, author and producer, with musical contribu-
tions from John Madden and Michael Horwood-Smith.
And superb sets and scenery. It must have been great
fun creating the show, but there must have been a lot
of hard work, too. Read what Sorrel Poulton thought
about it in her review on page nine.
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Acclaim for Middle Barton author               p. 11 

Do you know what ‘Barton’ means?           p. 14

Weathering the storm together
Photo: Peta Donaghy

Fun on the slopes
Photo: Elaine Argent
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Jolly well done everyone!

The Prime Minister visits Middle Barton School to congratulate everyone on their

achievements and chats with the new entrants in Sycamore Class

more details on pages 2 and 7

Middle Barton School’s new Headteacher p. 2
Badges for Young Leaders,Barton Guides p. 4
Scouts get on their Bikes p. 8
Opening of Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) p.10
Support for McMillan nurses p.11
Planning for the community p.16
Spooky drama in the Bartons p.19

20 page BUMPER EDITION!

Mr. Robin  Fleming opens the new MUGA facility      see p.10
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ISSUE NUMBER 131 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

The Pre-School 

children enjoy

their  Christmas  

festivitiesMiddle Barton School Choir

participate in the Christingle

Service at Sandford St Martin 

The Cubs arrange

their local deliveries

of Christmas mail

Also in this issue

p. 3 New facilities for the Playing Fields

p. 3 Welcome to the Wortons 

p. 6 Gardening matters

p. 11 Local art and crafts

p. 13 Cubs deliver Christmas post

p. 16 “Something to Hide” 

p. 18 St. Nicholas in Sandford

and a

Christmas Quiz with Prizes! 
see page 17 
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Pre‐School p. 3

FOMBS p. 4

Bartons’ History Group p. 6

WI News p. 7

Whirlwind year for Team Harris p. 8

Scouts do Parliament p. 11

Scout Group Camp p. 12

Middle Barton School News p. 13

A Pastoral Life ‐ part 3 p. 14

Harvest Fes�val p. 15

Brownies p. 16

Bel Canto p. 17

Our Bus is One! p. 18

Middle Barton Drama Group p. 19

Archie Street update p. 19

A Journey of

Remembrance
see page 10
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FAREWELL 

 
It is with deep regret that we are finally closing the pages of 
the Dorn Free Press after more than 28 years of publication. 
But before we do there are several people we would like to 
thank. 
 
Firstly, to our advertisers, who have been many and varied 
and without whom we would have been unable to produce 
such a wonderful magazine. Some of you have even been 
with us since the beginning, and we are so grateful for 
everyone’s support. 
 
Thank you to our team of distributors, past and present, who 
have volunteered to pound the pavements to deliver your 
DFP on time and in all weathers. 
 
To all our contributors, both regular and occasional, thank 
you for all your local information and reports on local 
happenings, for all the interesting and diverse articles from 
a wide circle of authors and thank you for all the photographs 
which have enhanced the pages of the DFP, and which our 
readers love to see. 
 
Last, and by no means least, a huge thank you to all on our 
DFP teams throughout the years who have worked together 
to produce our magazine. To all Chairs, Treasurers, 
Secretaries, and Editors, thank you so much for your time, 
your expertise, and your dedication. Most especially to the 
present team of Robin, Morag, Bernie, Bex and Miche, just 
thank you for everything! 
 
Goodbye from all of us on the DFP team, and best wishes 
to all our readers. 
 
Deborah 
 
 

A litter collection was made in Fox Lane. How many items of litter do you think were collected? See P3
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Big Community
Yard Sale –
bring out your
bits and pieces
The idea of a Community Yard Sale sug-

gested in January Dorn Free Press
seems to have gone down well and the date
May 8th has been chosen. The idea is that
anyone who wants to sell or give away items

direct from their gardens
can do so on this day. 

The DFP does not have
ownership of this day. We are
not organising – merely sug-
gesting a few ground rules
and publicising it. Each
household is responsible for
its own sale.

Ground rules
PC Dilsaver has asked that

there should be no obstruction
to public paths and that noth-
ing should be left out
overnight.

Items for sale to be put out
between 9am and 6pm on
Saturday May 8th

To indicate that your house-
hold is participating, we tried
to think of an item owned by
all households that could be
prominently hung up in a win-
dow or hung from a tree a few
days before the sale. 

To raise a smile, we came
up with the idea of a rubber
glove! One wit suggested we

The bus that is 
almost a taxi

USE IT OR LOSE IT!

The Connection is the name of a new bus
service that provides a frequent service

from our villages to Oxford and Banbury and
to some intermediate villages. 

Ledwell and Over Worton can be served
by prior arrangement.

Running six days a week from early morn-
ing until mid-evening, The Connection links
with the X59 service at Steeple Aston for
Oxford and at Deddington or Adderbury for
Banbury.

Besides stopping at bus stops, it is a hail-
and-ride service – find a safe place to wait on
the route and hail the bus as it comes along.
When you want to get off, just tell the driver.

Sometimes you can book to be picked near
your home – ring Walters Limousines on
freephone 0800 3281744 (Monday to
Saturday, 7.15 to 19.45) to see if they can
meet your request.

On return journeys, if the X59 is running
late, ask the driver to ring Walters
Limousines to see if they can delay the de-
parture of The Connection.

Buy your ticket on the bus for travel on pe-
riods of one to 28 days

The Connection, a stylish 12-seater with
easy access, is funded by Oxfordshire County
Council with a government grant. Timetables
are at the Middle Barton shop and the hair-
dresser’s.

Feedback about the service has been good.
So use this service or we will lose it when
funding runs out.

Janice Dyer, Steeple Barton Parish
Council (Ring Janice after 7pm on 340114
if you have comment on The Connection).

A blaze of
sunflowers!

Children are going
to plant sunflow-

ers at the school as a
charity fundraiser for
the blind. Seeds will
also be taken to plant
in gardens at home.
Villagers are invited to
support by sponsoring
the children and by
planting sunflowers in
their own gardens.
Imagine villages ablaze
with sunflowers!

Continued Page Two
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Summer sunshine!

Also in this edition:
Open Gardens p.  2

Pre-School p.  4

Garden matters p.  6

Councillor Robert Courts p.  8

Nigel Wood p.  9

Scouts p.12

School news p.13

Guides p.16

Dates for the Diary p.17

Changing faces p.19

See centre pages for the winners of the 

2014 DFP Photo Competition

A rest in the woods

Photo: Sarah Fiddler

A walk in the country

Photo: Joe James

Off they go! 
‘Steeple Barton Chase’  

and Fun Run at Barton Abbey 
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ISSUE NUMBER 136 November/December 2016

Also in this issue:
Pre-School - All About Me P3 Pantos in the Bartons P13

Dancing success P4 Harvest Festival P14

Garden matters P6 Locals gain recognition P17

Our Bus Bartons P10 School news P19

John Barrows Memorial cricket match 

was a smashing success - see p16

Issue Number 144 
March/April  2018
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Contents 

Goodbyes and Hellos p. 3

Planning issues p. 4

Jobs in the garden p. 5

A good read p. 7

Graeme and Nynka’s farewell p. 8

Barton Abbey Cricket Club profile p.  9

Our Bus Bartons News p.10

Drama Diary p. 12

Pre‐School p. 13

Cubs, Beavers and Scouts p. 14

FOMBS p. 15

Middle Barton School p. 16

Security �ps p. 18
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Good Luck!
See page 8

The cast of An Inspector Calls, another splendid 
production by the Drama Group — See Page 3

Mrs Parrett is retiring
after 18 years at the
school — read our special
report by Leah Sinclair-
Pearson and Olivia
Yeomans — See Page 9

Imogen invented 
a car with no
wheels

Now she is going to the
Silverstone Grand Prix 

as a guest of Jaguar 
— See Page 8
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Ledwell protests
with pots, pokers
and pans 
— See Page 14

ISSUE NUMBER 124 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014

www.dornfreepress.com Dorn Free Press, November/December 2014– P1

Lest we forget

Also in this issue:

Bartons’ History Group News p.3 Netball News p.12

Visit to the Poppy Factory p.5 Pre-School p.13

1st Bartons Scout Group p.8 Ride and Stride Report p.15

Service of Remembrance

Steeple Barton Church

Sunday, 9th November, 10.50 a.m.
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Photo taken by Kat Day 
“To live in hearts we leave behind 

is not to die.” — Thomas Campbell
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Yesterday as I returned home from work, I noticed 
for the first time this year the heady scent coming 
from the flowers on the Sarcococca ruscifolia 
shrubs we are trying to grow into clipped topiary 
balls as a substitute for Box. These are great 
evergreen plants which really do perfume the 
gardens at this 
time of the year. 
 
All I need now is 
a nice sunny 
weekend to get 
back out into the 
garden not only 
to appreciate 
these and many 
other plants but 
to get the 
garden Spring 
ready! 
 
Well, this is my 
last article and I 
would just like to 
thank the one person who has read my ramblings 
over the past few years...thanks Mum! Seriously 
though thank you to all of you who have read my 
waffling and for supporting the gardens at the Abbey 
during my tenure as Head Gardener. It was a year 
ago that I said a sad goodbye to the Abbey and now 
it's time to say goodbye to you. Wishing you all the 
very best and "Happy Gardening" to each and every 
one of you. 
 

It's January the 28th and it feels such a long month 
with periods of mild and extremely cold 

temperatures, and I am sure most if not all of the 
flora and fauna found in and around our gardens 
has been struggling to cope. 
 
Thankfully life is beginning to return to the garden 
here at home which always gives me hope that 
spring and warmer days are on their way. Our first 
snowdrops started to show just after Christmas and 
are now in full 
bloom. I think it's 
Galanthus 'S.Arnott' 
which is a lovely tall 
variety with a very 
nice scent. These 
have been planted 
now for three years 
and are beginning 
to clump up well. 
 
We have a number 
of trees In our small 
patch all of which 
provide interest at 
various points 
throughout the year. 
My favourite by far is our Winter flowering cherry or 
Prunus subhirtella 'Autumnalis ‘Rosea'. It is a great 
tree to have for not only it's autumn foliage but for 
it's blossom. Ours started way back in October and 
will continue until the spring. Frosts will damage any 
open flowers, but more will follow on to replace 
them. 
 

After 13+ years of 
standing outside in all 

weathers, Karen Roper is 
finally handing over her 
lollipop! We really appreciate 
her seeing everybody safely 
over the North Street 
crossing - from Pre-
Schoolers, School children, 
parents, and staff. As a 
thank you from us all, the 
children made bunting for 
the bus shelter and each 
class made a card.   

Rachel Lawmon writes:

A Huge Thank You!

Gardening Update
Darren Bullock writes:
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We have enjoyed welcoming all the children and 
families back after the Christmas break. We 

had a wonderful Christmas party with party games, 
biscuit decoration and a visit from the Vicar. Was 
lovely to see the Children get into the spirit!  
 

Since we’ve been back, we’ve been busy crafting, 
exploring textures with our very own rainbow rice 
construction site, making cakes with play dough, 
‘tarmacking’ the road and have had plenty of fun 
together! 
 
We have been lucky enough that Will, one of our 
Busy Bees dad’s will be running the London 
marathon in April to fundraise for Busy Bees. To say 
that we are grateful is an understatement - the 
money that Will is raising will allow children to have 

Well, this should be a time of new beginnings 
and fresh starts; but, instead, so many things 

seem to be coming to an end. We are so sorry that 
the DFP is having to close. It has been a brilliant 
part of the life of the village, has highlighted and 
reflected aspects of the village, including Drama, 
and we thank everyone that has been involved in it. 
  
Here, in Drama, we are coming to terms with not 
being a performing group any more, but becoming 
an open club where everyone is welcome to join us 
in reading a variety of plays. 
  
At the time of writing, we have had two full meetings 
where, amongst the drinks, nibbles and social 
chats, we have enjoyed reading a couple of plays. 

By the time you read this, we will have had our third 
meeting, when we will have read ‘The Ladykillers’, 
a stage version of the famous film comedy starring 
Alec Guinness. This should be fun. 
  
We are aiming to have these play reading/meetings 
on a monthly basis, on the second Thursday of the 
month. I will put reminders on the local Facebook 
site but, if you would like to join us, you would be 
very welcome. Send me your contact details, and I 
will make sure you are on our contact list. 
(brown@jpandkbrown.plus.com). 

It is encouraging to see that the DFP Committee is 
not totally discounting the possibility of it being 
resurrected at some future date. Similarly, we are 
not discounting the idea of putting on another 
production at some time in the future; but for now, 
this is how it is.

Karen Brown writes:

new sensory experiences and activities throughout 
the year and continue to provide this provision for 
families. Thank you Will! 
If you are interested in donating to support Will and 
Busy Bees, please visit: 
 

https://gofund.me/96fd2d73 
 
Busy Bees is a not for profit baby and toddler group 
which runs 9-11am every Tuesday in term time at 
the AMH. For more information contact Ella 
07930694239.

Busy Bees
Ella Daniels writes:
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Trevor Payne wries: 
  

It is very sad to be writing this for the last edition of 
the DFP which I have found to be really useful as 

a means of letting you all know what is happening 
with our playing fields. At the time of writing, the 
claim for the damage to the Bowls club wall is still 
being processed by the insurers. Over Christmas 
some volunteers dug out a trench to install a French 
drain along the wall of the Bowls Club to help 
prevent damp getting into the inner walls. We would 
like to publicly thank John Day, Albert Beale and the 
other volunteers who have worked on this project, 
also Steve Rogers, those that lent equipment, and 
Smiths of Bletchingdon who donated and delivered 
the shingle we needed. Thanks are also due to Ben 
from Barton Abbey Farms who cut all the boundary 
hedges for us. 
 
The bad weather has meant the cancellation of 
several football matches but hopefully they will be 
re-scheduled for later in the season. We have a 
number of potential future developments planned 
(outdoor gym, children’s roundabout, installation of 
solar panels) all of which will only be possible if 
sufficient funding can be raised. 
 
Finally I would like to remind everyone that the Fund 
is registered for gift aid so the value of any 
donations are increased by 25% which is recovered 
from HMRC; also don’t forget that you can support 
us via the Cherwell Lottery 
  
 
Annual General Meeting Of The Fund 
This was held on Wednesday 25th January. The 
Treasurer reported that the accounts showed a 
small surplus for the year, thanks to some generous 
donations that had been received. The Funds 
balance in hand at the year end was better than the 
previous year but we were committed to significant 
expenditure in the first three months of our 
accounting year which would reduce this balance 
by 50%. The Secretary thanked all the volunteers 
who help to keep the playing fields in operation and 
tidy: in particular the team of litter pickers, those that 
inspect the playground equipment regularly, the 
groundsman Robert Johnson, also John Gardner 
and the other local tradesmen who help with 
maintenance and repair. 

 
Finally tribute was paid to Tony Reed who has been 
Chairman of the Fund for many years: sadly Tony’s 
health no longer allows him to continue in this role. 
In the past Tony was also the groundsman and he 
has contributed in many ways over the years to the 
upkeep of our playing fields, the Bowls Club and the 
Social Club. 
  
 
The Bartons Memorial Sports And Social 
Club 
The Club now has a new management committee 
who are working hard to make it financially sound 
and secure its future. Like all hospitality venues they 
are suffering from increased energy costs and price 
increases on commodities; they need your support 
so please join and use the club. 
  
 
The Jubilee Room 
When not in use for events this is available to hire 
with or without a bar, it has seating for up to 120, a 
dance floor, stage and a large kitchen. 
 
Enquiries to Heather: email 
 
middlebartonssc@outlook.com 
 
or telephone 07746 603544. 
  
 
 
Forthcoming Events At The War Memorial 
Playing Fields 
Country and Western in the Jubilee Room: 
Saturdays March 18th and April 15th. 
 
Football: over 50’s matches on Sundays March 26th 
and April 9th, Easington Clans play home matches 
on Saturdays. 
 
Up to date information on events is generally 
displayed on notice boards and on the chalk boards 
by the pedestrian entrance to the Playing Fields. 
  
Trevor Payne, Secretary BVMHF 
 (bvmhfsec@gmail.com) 
 
 

 
BVMHF - Sports & Social Club
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Without the support of our advertisers 
the Dorn Free Press would never have 
happened. In this, our last edition, we 
have grouped the adverts into the centre 
of the magazine so that these pages can 
be pulled out and kept. Please continue 
to support our local businesses.
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We all live in a lovely area of the country, the villages are friendly, BUT, the heart of these villages 
rely on us all taking part and volunteering to keep things alive.  There is little left in the way of 
sports facilities, the Bowling Club is the only active sports facility left.  We have Cubs and Scouts 
run by volunteers. The people that run these, like the Dorn Free Press and the Bulletin, all rely on 
us stepping up and keeping these things going for our future generations.  Please get involved, 
it’s not necessarily all consuming, we can all share the workload, but if you don’t, there may not 
be the clubs for you, your children or grandchildren to join in future years.    

Help before it’s all gone 
An anonymous Person writes:
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Right out of the gate, this year’s first term has 
really kept the little ones absorbed. We had a 

really excellent day celebrating Chinese New Year, 
with our own hand-made dragon, and lanterns, as 
well as trying some local cuisine of noodles and 
prawn crackers! 

'Senses' have also been on the menu - tasting 
different flavours, listening to different instruments, 
making a herb garden, and treating some lucky 
parents to a spot of cooking with some superb apple 
and cinnamon muffins. 

We were thrilled to have a visit from a local Police 
Officer, who gave the children a chance to look at 
all the exciting equipment they use. From the trusty 
traffic cones, to the essential first aid kits, and 

mesmerising flashing lights, to even rolling out the 
stingers. Good thing everyone remembered to 
cover their ears when the sirens came on! 

The ever-popular Potato Night was back, delivering 
a cheerful hot spud for teatime to many homes in 
the community. We're delighted to say that we 
raised over £350, so thank you to everyone who 
helped out, and ordered. Hopefully see you again 
next time around! 

 With a waft of Spring in the air, we're aiming to have 
the little ones hopping about for their Easter Egg-
stravaganza. Fingers crossed; it'll be a little balmier 
than it was last year! 

On a different note, as this will sadly be the last DFP, 
we wanted to say thank you to the DFP for giving 
us some space each issue to tell you about our 
wonderful pre-school, but also to all of you who 
have taken the time to read. You can still keep up 
with what's happening through our Facebook page, 
Notice Board by the gate, and also in the Bartons 
and Sandford bulletin. 

If you would like to register your child for pre-school, 
then do please contact us so that we can send you 
a registration form. Registering your child in 
advance helps us navigate staffing requirements 
throughout the year. 

We take children from the age of 2, and accept 
government funding for 15-30 hours (if eligible) 

Tel:01869 347968 

Email: middlebartonpreschool@gmail.com 

www.middlebartonpreschool.co.uk 

Pre-School Update
Elle Frost writes:
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Middle Barton School 
Be Curious – Believe – Challenge – Achieve

Kim Griffin writes:

Events 
 

We have had a 
number of extra-

curricular events going on 
in school. Evie H, in Year 
5, took part in the AIM 
(Able, Interested and 
Motivated) Art event at 

Chipping Norton School. She produced a lovely 
piece of artwork which is currently displayed in the 
school art gallery.  We have also had 8 year 6 
children attend the swimming gala at Chipping 
Norton pool. The team spirit and enthusiasm were 
amazing, and they were all an absolute credit to the 
school. 
 
 
We took 31 children from Years 4, 5 and 6 to the 
Chipping Norton School to take part in a cross 
country run.  All of the children that participated 
were just amazing. The support for each other and 
the determination was phenomenal. They all 
returned a little muddy, but they had great fun!  
 
Assembly Topics 
 
What motivates you?  
As it is the start of a new year, we talked about 
motivation in our first assembly. We unpicked the 
things that can motivate us- self-motivation, money, 
physical rewards, verbal recognition, and many 
others. It was really interesting to understand what 
motivates each child; some were just interested in 
getting more laps around the track than others, 
while others were self-motivated and just wanted to 
achieve something for themselves.  
 
Can you learn how to manage under 
pressure? 
We talked about pressure that we may face and 
how to have strategies in place to support these. 
The children were very open and shared some of 
their own strategies.  
 
Do we throw things away too easily? 
In assembly, we learnt about upcycling shops and 
the Repair Cafe in Wales. We realised that we were 
actually quite good at upcycling at school.  
 

How much control do influence have over 
our topics? 
We talked about influences and what impact they 
can have on the choices we make. The focus was 
on the drink 'Prime' and how those behind the 
product (KSI and Logan Paul) had influenced so 
many to go out and buy it! The assembly ended 
with some reflection time. Whilst influences may 
guide our choices, it's important for us to 
remember to make our own decisions with an 
open mind, considering both positive and 
negative consequences.  
 
Curriculum 
 
Acorn class 

They have been very busy learning all about 
cleaning their teeth and how important it is. I saw 
that the dinosaurs were all waiting to have their 
teeth cleaned. They have also made some lovely 
Gingerbread people with Mrs Horner. The 
children have been learning al l  about the 
Lunar New Year. They have been dancing 
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around school 
wi th dragons 
and even had a 
banquet to 
celebrate. As it 
is the year of the 
rabbit, they have 
been making 
rabbit shaped 
biscuits.  Pizzas 
have also been 
on the menu. 
They spent a 
morning making 
pizzas with a 
variety of toppings. They didn't last long! They 
have started learning about sea creatures in class 
and have read Commotion in the Ocean - one of 
my favourites! 
 
 

 
Sycamore class 
In Maths, Sycamore class have been learning 
all about 3D shapes and money. They have 
gone back in time this week to the Victorian era. 
They have been learning about Victorian 
houses and how they compare to houses today. 
They have also been learning about Florence 
Nightingale in History and what she did to help 
make changes to medical practices today.  
  
 
Maple class 
The children have been working on poetry and 
when I walked in during a lesson, they were 
talking all about alliteration and onomatopoeia. 

They have also started a new writing unit and are 
writing a diary. In Maths, they have been learning 
about multiplying and dividing by 8. They listened 
to a very catchy song to help them learn how to 
count in 8s! They have also been learning to use 
their times tables and place value knowledge to 
solve questions using larger numbers (50 x 6). In 
RE, they have been learning about the main 
beliefs of Islam. One day this term, I visited class 
to find them all lying on the floor with torches. I 
was quickly informed they were using torches to 
learn about light and shadows as part of this 
term's Science topic.  In Art, they have been 
planning out their self-portraits.   
 
 
Willow class 
They have ventured back to ancient times and 
have been learning about Ancient Greece. The 
class has been researching about Gods and 
Goddesses as part of their English. Reading 
lessons have been linked to their history topic on 
Ancient Greece- they will all be walking Ancient 
Greek encyclopaedias soon with the amount they 
are learning about! In Maths, they have been 
learning to multiply with a focus on multiplying 4-
digit numbers by 2 digit numbers. The class has 
also been focussing on division.  The children 
have worked really hard to understand and use 
the method taught. In Art, Year 5 are going to 
produce a piece of artwork based on the artist 
Kehinde Wiley using acrylics. The Year 4s will be 
producing artwork in the style of Quentin Blake.  
 
 
Oak class 
They have continued to plan and collect items for 
their 'Green House' project- please keep 
collecting 2 litre bottles- I have been informed 
they need 1500! I have also been informed that 
they will need 100 canes! I am going to be very 
intrigued when this starts being built to see how 
big it is actually going to be! In Maths, they have 
been learning about using scale factors to 
increase the size of a shape. I have seen some 
lovely practical Science going on in Oaks class. 
The children were learning about the refraction 
of light and were experimenting using light, an 
image and a glass of water. A few things got a 
little damp but there were also some wow 
moments too. They have also been writing diary 
extracts linked to their History topics about the 
Vikings. 
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Words from the children 
 
Swimming Gala by Harrie Peedell  
On Wednesday, eight-year sixes went to 
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre for a swimming 
gala. We were competing against four other 
schools. Harrie P enjoyed it because she 
generally likes swimming. The coaches from 
Four Shires swimming club used their timers to 
find the winners of each race. Harry C enjoyed it 
because we did a variety of strokes. There were 
five races, freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke, 
medley, and a float race. One person said that 
they enjoyed the tournament as we got to 
experience another year 6 sporting event. As 
there were five schools and only four lanes, we 
had to do the races in heats. Harvey enjoyed it 
because he enjoyed competing against other 
people. In all the races apart from the float race, 
four of us went to the pool side and got ready to 
swim. All the races were relay races. For the float 
race all eight of us were swimming. Another 
person said that they found the gala really fun 
because they hadn’t swum for 2 years before the 
gala. Poppy loved it as it was her first swimming 
competition. Once the first person had got to the 
other end of the pool the person from that end 
would come back down to our end. Millie liked it 
because she enjoys swimming, and it makes her 
more competitive. After we had done all the 
races, we got our results. We were tied in third 
place for the medley. Phoebe said that she was 

nervous at first but after she got in the pool, she 
really enjoyed it. 
 
Cross Country  
A report from Leá and Ruby 
On the 25th of January, Chipping Norton School 
held a cross country competition against other local 
schools. They held 4 competitions, under 9 boys, 
under 9 girls, under 11 boys and under 11 girls. If 
you were under 9 you ran 1500m and if you were 
under 11 you ran 2000m. It was very difficult and 
tiring but everyone took part. Some of the people in 
our school came in the top 10. The experience was 
very fun and in the end we all enjoyed it. Even 
though our school did not win any races, we were 
still proud of ourselves. Going to Chipping Norton 
and running cross country is an experience that we 
will cherish for years to come. 
 
A report from Evie H 
Art motivated by Marc Allante 
When I went to Chipping Norton School, I went into 
their art room and sat on a stool. Then they told us 
what to do. After that we got red, yellow and blue 
ink, then we all painted our outline onto a wooden 
canvas.    
 
At the end I had created a zebra which contained a 
lot of colours. I thought it was so fun! I loved it and 
I am very happy about what I made, and the art 
teacher was very kind. She would make sure you 
knew what you were doing. I had the best time! I 
think the best part in my opinion were the helpers, 
they were really kind and caring.

From the Children at Middle Barton School (continued)
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WI Update
Ali Mawer writes:
 

WI have celebrated the past year with talks, 
activities, campaigns, and friendship, led by 

our president Jenny Jackson with the committee 
helping alongside. 

 
We celebrated 
Christmas in style 
with card making and 
as well as a 
community Christmas 
crafts event, where 
we saw some lovely 
decorations made to 
be taken home and 
displayed.  
 
 
 
 

December was our 
group festive 
celebration with a 
delicious three 
course meal, quiz 
of the year and the 
committee singing 
their interpretation 
of ‘The twelve 
days of Christmas’ 
– the food was the 
highlight, closely 
followed by the 
entertainment – 
you had to be 
there! 
 
 
 
 

We have our AGM in March when we will come 
together to share ideas and reflect on the past year, 
and always enjoy homemade cake and a cuppa! 
 
We are a very friendly WI with members from many 
neighbouring villages who are proud to offer a warm 
and welcoming environment. At our monthly 
meetings we strive to offer a large and diverse 

range of activities including talks, demonstrations, 
leisure persuits and workshops. By joining us, you 
will become part of the largest women’s 
organisations in Great Britain so why not pop in to 
one of our monthly meetings and see what we can 
offer - it’s a great way of making new friends and 
meeting people. It has been a busy year, and we 
welcome newcomers! 
 
Contact for membership is Jenny Jackson 
(President) 
 
Email skellgill_jenny@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 
01869 340759 
 
Dates for the diary  
14/2/23 – Community Constable Ben Hallam 
14/3/23 – AGM and supper 
11/4/23 – Hedgehogs Hugh Warwick 



District Councillor Update
Dave Jackson writes,

Future Elections In The 
Bartons 

My four-year term of office for 
The Bartons ward will not 

be finished until 2026, and Andy 
Graham's County Council seat 
will terminate in 2025.  So, the 
next election in our area is 
likely to be a general election. 

You may have heard that The Bartons will likely 
be part of a re-formed Banbury constituency, not 
Witney.  There is some confusion about this, so 
I thought this might be an opportunity to try and 
clarify matters. 

The boundaries commission are wanting to 
make most parliamentary constituencies with 
roughly the same number of electors (except for 
huge rural areas like The Highlands of Scotland).  
So areas where there has been large amounts 
of new houses, like Oxfordshire, will gain a new 
constituency, whereas more urban areas (like 
inner cities) may lose one. 

The proposal is to create a new constituency, 
most likely to be called "Bicester and 
Woodstock” This is taking out huge chunks of 
the present Banbury and Witney constituencies, 
so they are gaining smaller areas adjacent to 
them. So, the proposal (which will be ratified in 
June) means that The Bartons, Charlbury and 
Chipping Norton will go into The Banbury 
constituency 

One point of confusion is that this is nothing to 
do with the local government set-up, so we will 
still be part of West Oxfordshire District council, 
and Oxfordshire County Council.  So, I am afraid 
you are stuck with me for over three more years!  
Sadly, the demise of the DFP will undoubtedly 
mean that it will not be as easy for me to keep 
you updated, especially if, like me, you are not 
a great user of social media.  Let's hope a 
different version of the DFP might rise from the 
ashes of this marvellous publication. 

Councillor Dave Jackson 

skellgilldave@yahoo.co.uk     07407 443944 
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I’ve recently read The Explorer by Katherine 
Rundell. It has become one of my all time 

favourites. This book is based on four children 
whose plane crashes in the Amazon Jungle on the 
way to Manus. Following the crash, the children 
decide to walk to Manus. On the journey they have 
to deal with many troubles such as forest fires, no 
food and bullet ants (ants that if thay bite you then 
you slowly die.) Another character within the story 
is an adult explorer whose family had died. He finds 
a ruin of a lost city. This character isn’t quite sure of 
the children but soon decides to lend them a plane 
as Max (one of the children) gets bitten by bullet 
ants. After the children return home the story skips 
12 years to a coffee shop where they’d promised to 
meet up if they ever escaped the jungle. 

Katherine Rundell’s form of storytelling is one of the 
best.  She makes you feel as if you’re part of the 
story, experiencing all the emotions that you would 
have whilst on a wild adventure.  I found that I 

couldn’t put this book down, and for once finished it 
within a few days. After I read ‘The Good Thieves’ 
and now I’m reading ‘Wolf Wilder’ by the same 
author. 

Book Review
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell

Modge Knight writes:
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Many of you will have seen that as part of the 
King’s Coronation weekend that Monday 8th 

May will be the Big Help Out. 

The Big Help Out will highlight the positive impact 
volunteering has on communities across the nation 
and will encourage people to try volunteering for 
themselves and join the work being undertaken to 
support their local areas. No details plans for the 
1st Barton’s Scout Group just yet but if you would 
like to be involved, even if just for the day, then 
please drop me a line at  

Anne.scouts2020@gmail.com. 

Cubs 

This term the Cubs have been working on their 
astronomy badge, walking out into the countryside 
to look at stars and galaxies as well as learning 
about our constellation and making a model of the 
solar system (not to scale!). We also celebrated 
Burns Night with haggis, caber tossing and some 
country dancing. All great fun. 

 

 

Beavers 
We started 2023 presenting Henry with his top 
Beaver award his Chief Scout Bronze Award and 
then swimming him up to Cubs. Well done, Henry! 

At the end of last term, we asked the Beavers what 
activities and badges they wanted to do in the first 
term of 2023. Amongst some of the suggestions 
which we were able to include into the programme 
were to complete the Builder Badge. This involved 
designing a model of something they wanted to 
make, working out what they would need to build 
it, and once they had built it, thinking about what 
they could do to improve their design.  We had a 
lot of incredible and amazing creations.  Later on 
in the term we are going to visit a local Fire Station 
and do a Night Hike; two more requests from the 
children.  

Jill Elliot and Anne Barras writes:

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts  
Update

Answers on Page 22!

Trevor Daniels writes

What is the best move for Black in this position?

Chess Problem 46
Save your postage 

stamps!

Carol and Kay would like to thank you 
all for saving your used postage 
stamps that raise much needed funds 
for our local Hospice Katharine House 
in Adderbury. 

Please continue to save and ask your 
friends and neighbours to chip in too. 
Please hand  them to Diane in Middle 
Barton shop  for collection. 
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Church Contribution

Special Services during Lent and Easter 

There is plenty planned for Lent and Easter this 
year. You can be sure of a warm welcome at all 

of the services and events. 

This year we celebrate Mothering Sunday on 19th 
March with services at 9.30am in Nether Worton 
and an 11am Family Eucharist in Sandford St 
Martin and a Barton Churches Together Service at 
the Alice Marshall Hall at 5pm. 

  Seasonal Feature: Palm Sunday 2 April 

Come to Westcote Barton Church for “Family at 
Church” on Palm Sunday, 2 April 2022, and meet 
George the Donkey: short children’s service from 
9.30am, breakfast and coffee from 9am.  Children 
may like to take part in acting out the Palm Sunday 
story: to quote an old Sunday School hymn, “on the 
first Palm Sunday morning, Jesus rode to Salem 
town; little children ran to greet him, spreading 
green palm branches down”.  So, Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem.  The people were hoping for a King, like 
King David, and in the words of the Christmas carol, 
“born of David’s line”.  However, He didn’t arrive 
with a conquering army or with great fanfares, but 
instead, He arrived humbly, riding on a donkey, to 
show that He came in peace. This was a fulfilment 
of an Old Testament prophecy. 

Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week.  This 
leads us up to Good Friday, the only day of the year 

Clare Harper writes:

when, traditionally, we should be eating Hot Cross 
Buns, although they are now available all year 
round. We wait until Easter Sunday to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus with Easter Eggs. 

During Holy Week which runs from 2-8 April we 
will be having Night Prayer (Compline) on zoom at 
9pm on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Then, 
on 6 April, Maundy Thursday, there will be a 
Benefice Service and supper at 8pm in the Alice 
Marshall Hall. 

On Good Friday there is an all-age service in Duns 
Tew at 10am and then a reflective service in 
Sandford St Martin from 2-3pm. 



Middle Barton Bowls 
Club is celebrating its 

Centenary this year 
having been founded in 
1923 playing on the 
Rectory Lawn opposite 
the church in Westcote 
Barton.  In 1953 the Bowls 
Club moved to their 
current location at the 
Playing Fields on Worton 
Road.  

The club today is thriving and has a current 
membership of 52 of which about 45 are playing 
members. The club plays most Tuesdays and 
Saturdays throughout the summer months hosting 
local clubs and visiting these for the away matches.  
It’s great fun and each game ends in refreshments 
and a friendly chat.  

In the winter the club plays indoors on their short 
mat which is an enjoyable, friendly afternoon with 
teams from within the club.  

The club always welcomes new members who 
would like to try the outdoor greens on any of our 
‘roll up’ afternoons, when members will be practising 
and willing to answer questions and give tips on how 
to bowl.  Come along and watch and see if you 
would like to join. Contact: 

secretarymiddlebartonbc@hotmail.com  

if you would like any further information.  

Middle Barton Bowls Club
Elaine Argent writes:

The Bartons History Group are working hard to 
create the next edition of Bygone Bartons, as 

well as to preserve our illustrious archives and to 
encourage more interest in the history of the area. 
To do this, we need your help! 
 
One way to help us is to searh for our website - 
www.bartonshistorygroup.org.uk. The more 
searches we get, the more it will bump it up on the 
respective search engines, meaning that it will find 
more people. So, if you could help us out by 
searching for the webpaage now and then, it would 
be very much appreciated! 
 
Another way to help would be to get involved and 
volunteer. We are always looking for more people 
to join, so if you’d like to help research, write articles 
for our Bygone Bartons series, organise fundraising 
events, maintain the archives, or just learn and have 
some social fun, we’d love to hear from you! 
Contact us at: 
 

enquiries@bartonshistorygroup.co.uk. 
  
We are starting to plan some exciting things for 
2023, including our next edition of Bygone Bartons, 
so watch this space! 

Bartons History Group
Michelle Newell writes:
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On Saturday 8 April, we hold the Easter Vigil and 
Eucharist at 8pm in Westcote Barton, followed by 
a glass of bubbly. 

Easter Day Services on 9 April are at 9.30am in 
Steeple Barton and Sandford St Martin and at 
11am in Over Worton and Duns Tew (where it’s 
also livestreamed via zoom). Full details of all the 
Lent and Easter services will be on the website. 

Lent Lunches and Study Groups 

During Lent our study group will meet every 
Tuesday at 8pm, starting on 28 February. The 
venues will be confirmed but there is also the option 
to join the meeting on zoom. 

We will be reading “Reflections for Lent”.  This gives 
a daily Bible verse, short reflection, and prayer.  It 
is available as a paperback and also on kindle/e 
format online from Church House Publishing. 

If you would like to join, please email: 
studythebible@bartonbenefice.org.uk or contact 
Jane for further information. 

Lent Lunches 

We will be holding a Lent Lunch in each of our 
parishes again. This will be a simple soup lunch 
followed by a short talk.  They will be hosted by 
Westcote Barton (3 March), The Wortons (9th), 
Sandford (23rd), Steeple Barton (17th) and Duns Tew 
(30th).  Please visit our website for full details. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Answer to Chess Puzzle: 
 

Black has a mate in two: 
 
1...gxf, a Pawn capture threatening 
2...f5# checkmate. 
 
White has only one move that can  
prevent this: 
 
2.f5, blocking Black's Pawn move. But 
Black then has: 
 
2...Rh4# and White is mated anyway, as  
White's pawn on f5 now blocks the 
King's only escape square.

I’m so grateful for the support in this beautiful 
village that I like to give back a little when I can.  

  
I hid some beautiful double tulips round the village 
for you to take home and enjoy, did you find some?  
I would love to know… 
 
All because flowers don’t tell, they show…

Wonderland in Bloom
Claire Ludlow writes:
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BARTON ABBEY
GARDENS

The gardens at
Barton Abbey have
been open for the

National Gardens Scheme
for over 60 years under the
ownership of the Fleming
family, and in this time
many changes have taken
place, none more so than
in the last 5 years. There
has been a revival of the
areas adjacent to the
house, and the Abbey now
sits more comfortably
above terraced lawns that
sweep down to the lake
and River Dorn. Vistas of
the surrounding farmland
and of St Mary's Church
add to the attractions of
the site.

Recently we have
established the new lawns
and an evergreen back-
bone to the garden for year
round interest, work is

now concentrating on the
creation of more seasonal
displays such as the new
hot colour borders on the
approach to the walled
garden.

The walled garden is a
mixture of productive old
and new fruit trees, soft
fruit and vegetable plots,
with herbaceous, colour-
themed borders forming
the centrepiece. Adjacent
are the working glass-
houses used for propa-
gation and to provide
houseplants, cut flowers,
grapes, tomatoes and
nectarines for the house.

The sweeping lawns and
mixture of fine young and
mature trees lead off to the
wilder woodland areas
filled with bulbs in the
spring and wildflowers in
the summer.

Work continues to
progress on the old rock
garden, it is now a more
manageable size, more
paths and steps have been
uncovered, and replanting
has begun.

All in all, from the
towering Wellingtonia
trees at the entrance, to the
orchids in the glasshouses
there is something for
anyone who has an interest
in gardens and nature to
see at Barton Abbey
Gardens which will be
open for the NGS on
Sunday May 27th (subject
to any restrictions nec-
essary because of foot and
mouth disease), 2 - 5 pm,
£2 a head, with sales of
plants and teas.

John James (Head
Gardener).

BROWNIES

W
ell, it’s nearly
summer time at
last and we hope

to be getting outside for
some fun and games…
so always be prepared!

The Gang Show was one
of the memorable events
of the past term.  The
show was excellent,
especially the rude
Brownie/Guide!

Pancake day went down
well, obviously!  Thank
to Claire and Krysha fo
providing the ingredient

A visit from the Guide
Dog Association was a
great evening.  The pupp
was very beautiful and
very well behaved indeed
Hopefully a trip to t
Guide Dog HQ will be
happening in the summer
term.

For the past few weeks
knots have been the theme
A challenge for all
involved, thankfully n
one went home tied-up!

Finally well done to Ru
for receiving her Sport
woman’s Badge, Katrina
for her Stage 1 Musician
Badge and to Jemma for
her Stargazers Badge.
Remember, all you have t
do is pick a badge fro
your badge book and get
working for it!

Tawny Owl

Update: The results of the Dorn
Valley Parishes’ Plan questionnaire
have now been collated and
analysed.

From the answers, the following key
points were identified as of primary
concern to go forward to the Dorn
Valley Parishes’ Plan:

• Update and improve the chil-
dren’s play area at the Victory
Memorial Playing Fields.

• Traffic calming measures in
Steeple Barton and Westcote
Barton.

• Provision or improvement of
street lighting.

• Storm water drainage and mains
sewerage for Ledwell.

• Community composting scheme.
• Improvement and maintenance of

field footpaths and bridleways.
• Improve information availability

on how the parish councils/meet-
ing raise and spend your money.

• Investigate improved use of
school facilities for all.

• Provision of activity areas for
young people (e.g. skateboard
park).

• Improve knowledge of local
nature reserves.

• Provision of outdoor recreation
facilities for those under 26 years
old.

• Improve street parking in Steeple
Barton, Westcote Barton and
Sandford St. Martin.

• Younger representation on village
committees.

• Improve public transport for
Ledwell.

Your help is now needed to finalise
the Dorn Valley Parishes’ Plan. 

Please come along to a
special meeting at:

The Alice Marshall Hall
13th September 2004 

8.00 pm

Have a glass of wine, and help to
give our parishes a brighter future. 

The village magazine of The Bartons, Sandford and Ledwell
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HERE’S TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE 
Don’t miss this meeting about the Parishes’ Plan!

A great day 
at the Palace
Rose Panting was a guest at the

Queen’s Garden Party at Bucking-
ham Palace in July.

The invitation marked her long 
service as a teaching assistant at
Middle Barton School – 31 years and
still counting.

There were long queues for official
photos at the palace, so luckily Rose
posed for this picture in her garden
beforehand.

Three girls at the school, Alice
Mortimer, Holly Davis and Lottie
Jackson, will be interviewing Rose for
an article in the Dorn Free Press.

Meanwhile, Rose wishes to thank all
the people who made her great day
possible. Apparently a number of
friends and colleagues conspired 
secretly to recommend her invitation to
the palace, which came as a splendid
surprise.
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AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND APPRECIATION OF THE WORK AND CONTRIBUTION OF JANE TAILBY TO MIDDLE BARTON SCHOOL   |   1

I have been headteacher at Middle

Barton School for the last five years.  It

has been a time of incredible highs and

lows and whilst I am looking forward to

the challenges and new venture ahead

in my next headship, I am also very sad

about leaving the place that has been

such a huge part of my life for so long.

Here are some anecdotes of my time at

the school.

I was appointed as the new

Headteacher for Middle Barton School

at the end of April 2013.  The school had

recently come out of Special Measures

so I was pleased and relieved about that.

How difficult could it be, I thought to

myself, to lead a lovely little village

school on the edge of the Cotswolds…

I spent the summer before that

September in a frenzy of excitement

and anticipation.  I had asked for photos

of all the children in the school so that

I could learn their names before I began.

This seemed like a good idea in theory

but, in practice, a few of the children

were barely recognisable from their

photo and when I greeted them on the

first day,  I had to accept that they did

each know their own name and perhaps

my method wasn’t quite as reliable as I

had hoped!

The first two years in post were

extremely tough and challenging, dealing

with many complex, historical and deep-

rooted issues involving staffing,

governance, parents and pupils.  I

remember the first class assembly

where I was unhappy with the standards

that had been achieved and by the lack

of pride in the children’s performance.

This could probably be epitomised by

one child who walked in with only one

shoe on.  It might not have been quite

so noticeable if her sock hadn’t been

bright pink!  The children mumbled their

way through the assembly and I made a

mental note to ensure that next time I

saw a run through.  One parent

commented it was the best class

assembly he had ever seen – I wasn’t

quite sure how to respond!

One funny memory I have from my

first year is a couple of the children

playing a joke on me on April Fool’s Day.

A pupil in Y2 came to tell me that there

was a ‘leak’ in the toilet in the middle of

the morning.  ‘Oh no!’ I thought, ‘Not

another problem to sort out’.  Being a

plumber wouldn’t be on my list of

natural strengths but I went along to the

toilets with mop and newspaper, ready

to face the worst.  However, the ‘leak’

turned out to be a ‘leek’ and the pupil in

question had brought one into school

and placed it in the toilet.  I laughed a lot!

Another clear memory I won’t

forget is the annual business of Santa

Sleigh – this was a new concept to me

and there’s something slightly surreal

about following a car and trailer around

the village, ostensibly posing as one of

Santa’s elves, whilst Christmas music

blares out from the trailer.  In the first

year of doing this, I realised that this

would provide an excellent opportunity

for a bit of business so took along a set

of prospectuses.  It was a source of

frustration for me in my first couple of

years in post that there were children

in the village who were not attending

their local school, mostly for historical

reasons, and I was keen to change that!

Mrs Tailby says

“Goodbye”

Continued on page 4
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150th

EDITION!
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 THE DORN 
FREE PRESS 

The village magazine of the Bartons, Sandford and Ledwell 
ISSUE NUMBER 70 NOVEMBER  2005 

Our MP visits Middle Barton School ... 

David Cameron MP with (from left)  
Key Stage 1 pupils Joshua Burtsal, Hannah Kemp 
and Taro Upton   

David Cameron with Megan Humphries  
   and Peter Myatt 

O ur MP David Cameron visited the school in September, prompted by 
an invitation from Teaching Assistant, Jackie Wood. He was making a 

film about his life as an MP so he arrived surrounded by cameras and film 
crew. After speaking to the Headteacher and staff, he addressed the 
pupils, explaining how Parliament operated and how the structure could be 
compared to that of a school. 
 
Pupils were eager to test him with challenging questions and Megan 
Humphries asked several on behalf of her class. Peter Myatt stumped him by 
asking why WODC did not recycle polystyrene and David Cameron promised 
to investigate and get back to him. 
 
He was impressed with the school’s achievement of the ‘Green Flag Award’ 
and whole school approach to caring for the Environment -  emphasising 
that it wasn’t just politicians who could make a difference.  
Finally, he toured the classrooms. 

Dorn Valley Parishes’ Plan Report now published  - see p.3    

Also  at Middle Barton 
School… 
Barn Owls in the Bell 
tower (see Heavy 
Breathing in Middle 
Barton, p.3) 
 
Bad news on the buses: 
Stop press news on the 
cuts in services (p.4) 
 
Trouble in the woods: 
Vandalism in Worton 
Woods (p.4) 
 
Barton Abbey and the 
Hall family (p.14) 

ISSUE NUMBER 123 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2014

www.dornfreepress.com Dorn Free Press, September/October 2014– P1

Also in this issue:
Middle Barton Pre-School’s Prom p.  3

The Big Brownie Sleepover p.  4

Your DFP needs you! p.  5

District Council news p.  6

Middle Barton School p.  8

Garden Matters p.10

Country matters p.12

Steeple Barton Parish Council news p.13

Events at Blenheim p.14

Harvesting barley for your pint

of beer

Rob and Chas Taylor from Park

Farm, Westcot Barton, testing

the moisture content of barley at

Glebe Farm, Duns Tew, after a

night of heavy  rain. 

Photo: Elaine Argent 

Service of Animal Blessing 

Rev’d Graeme Arthur and Sally

Stubbs with her dog, Olive, explaining

the role of the Dogs Trust in caring for

stray and abandoned dogs. 

All change at the Carpenters Arms

see p.15
Photo: Elaine Argent
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Anecdotes and
little-known

facts from some
of those who

know and love
this special

head teacher

Jane possesses two of

the most important

traits of a teacher - a

sense of humour and a

sense of fun!

Mrs Tailby organized a

fun-filled trip to Weston-

Super-Mare. She even

arranged donkey rides

and ice creams on the

beach for the children. We

won’t forget it!

Mrs Tailby doesn’t mind
getting down and dirty
with the children at Hill
End. She gets totally
covered in mud and
doesn’t care one bit!

Mrs Tailby always
looks very smartly

dressed.

Jane has over 50
dresses in her

wardrobe!

Jane has instilled
into the children all
the values of being
a good citizen that

will last them a
lifetime.

Whatever your mood
when you go into
Singing Assembly, 
Mrs Tailby makes

everyone come out
feeling uplifted and

much happier!

The Leap of Faith
involves climbing a
telegraph pole then
jumping to reach a

swinging bar. This is a
real knee knocker.
Guess who threw

herself into mid-air
with abandon?

At the end of the day,
Jane is totally dedicated
to our school, and is a

brilliant head.

Mrs Tailby helped
me when I was

worried about my
work.

Mrs Tailby always
comes to events.

She rides her bike,
comes running,

comes to the cinema
night, plays football,

and comes out to
play at playtime.

I know my child is in
good hands and any

worries are taken
seriously by Mrs Tailby.

Jane has worked

unstintingly for the

benefit of the children.

It shows a true

dedication and

vocation.

MEMORIES ARE

Issue Number 152 
July/August 2019
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Bartons, Sandford, Ledwell and 
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Contents:

A Good Neighbour Scheme p. 4

Chess Problem p. 5

Sustainable Bartons p. 6

Dear Editor ‐ from Reuben Taylor p. 6

Dear Editor ‐ a reply to Robert Courts p. 7

Duns Tew W.I. p. 8

Crib Club 2018‐19 Finals Night p. 8

Alice Marshall Hall ‐ help needed p. 9
Our Library update p. 9

OurBus ‐ third  AGM and third Bus p.10‐11

Middle Barton Drama Group review p.12
FOMBS p.12

Artweeks p.13

Middle Barton School p.13

Thanks from The Grove p.14

Gardener’s notes p.15

Ledwell Gardens Open Day p.15

Steeple Barton Parish Council report p.16

District Councillor update p.18

Pre‐School p.19

Dates for the Diary p.20

Bella and Helen meeting with Local MP

Robert Courts and OurBus Chairman

Ken Caldwell at the official launch of the

newest recruit to the OurBus Fleet - see

p.10 for much more information.

Fox Lane residents got to-
gether a few years ago to

form FLOW – Fox Lane
Occasional Walkers. We meet
for coffee, then set off for a
longish walk, ending up in a pub
for lunch.

We then formed FLOD –
Fox Lane Occasional Drinkers.
We gather occasionally for
wine-tasting evenings. 

The latest enterprise was
FLOB – Fox Lane Occasional Boaters. Ten of us hired a narrow
boat for the day and went through locks up to Aynho.

We organised really good food and drink, the weather was
perfect and we had a wonderful day. It will be repeated.

Diana Cameron

The village magazine of The Bartons, Sandford and Ledwell

ISSUE NUMBER 57 september 2003

FLOW,
FLOD
and now

FLOB

READ THIS FIRST if you receive this magazine BY AUGUST 30
With luck this issue might arrive in time to publicise these attractions 

THREE JOLLY WEEKEND EVENTS
Saturday August 30, 2pm
FETE at the Rectory, in aid of Westcote Barton Church
Saturday August 30, 8.30-11.45
LIVE MUSIC by CHADDs, Sports and Social Club (see Page 2)
Sunday August 31, 2pm
FETE at Sandford Cricket Ground, in aid of Sandford St Martin Church

The village magazine of The Bartons, Sandford and Ledwell

ISSUE NUMBER 71 january 2006

PLU S
• Enterprise centre

for Chipping
Norton? – Page 2

• Council and
Country Affairs 
– Page 3

• Thankyou and
farewell to Judith
Green – Page 7

• Enstone Airfield
anti-noise cam-
paign – Page 10

• Who delivers your
DFP – Page 10

• What the butler
did at the Abbey 
– Page 14

All about the Sports and 
Social Club – Page 8

School wins Green Flag 
award – Page 11

Carpenters Arms
cash helps Pre-
school – Page 6

Drama from Oop North – Page 4

e-mail: dornfreepress@btopenworld.com Dorn Free Press, January 2006 — P1

ISSUE NUMBER 125 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015

www.dornfreepress.com Dorn Free Press, January/February 2015– P1

Also in this issue:

Steeple Barton Emergency Plan p.3 Drama Group Review pp.10-11
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Volunteers are needed to

come forward to help with any snow

clearance if bad weather hits. 

Contact: clerk@steeplebartonpc.org.uk or

Abi Beale Tel: (01869) 347329.

Your chance to win a  £10 gift voucher. We would like to have your

comments  about  this  magazine (see the note on p.3 of this issue) and we would be very

grateful if you could complete, and return, the enclosed questionnaire. Thank you.

Bel Canto, Middle Barton’s newest

choir met for the first time on December

2nd. Over 20 singers of all ages came and

sang beautifully in the school hall. The choir is

open to men and women who love a good sing

and want to do so in a fun and relaxed

environment. Feet did tap, fingers did click and

the school hall rang with the gorgeous sound

you can only experience with a choir. 

Bel Canto meets during term time in the School

hall, on a Tuesday at 7.45 pm until 9.15 pm, at

a cost of £2 per session. 

Singing in The Bartons

Lynda Webb writes

Working the land simultaneously in 

Thailand and Middle Barton

See p.8 for further details

Inspirational Charity Work
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Mrs Tailby loves
us all the same -
she doesn’t have

favourites.

Mrs Tailby took our
choir to the NEC,
Dorchester Abbey,

and Kingham Hill
School. I love
singing now!

Jane came to sit on
Santa’s knee at

Christmas - need I say
more?

In a busy environment it’s
easy to get caught up in
paperwork and protocol.
Jane remembers all the

li�le things that ma�er to
us working in school - our

hobbies, celebra�ons,
and family. It means a lot.

Jane has taken
great care of  my

child and I am
grateful we have

such a good
school here in our

village.

I will remember Jane for
her kindness and

generosity. There is
always a card and gift,

with kind words, to mark a
birthday. She also shows
her appreciation for each

and every one with a
heart-felt note or special

word.

Did you notice - Jane
dislikes using the
megaphone at the

school fête?

Mrs Tailby has a
naughty sense of

humour. She
sometimes catches your

eye in class and gives
you a very funny look
when things should be

serious or quiet!

I was utterly
surprised when our
new head teacher

knew my child’s name
on his first day at

school. It was her first
day at school too.

Standards in school are
high. This is not just to
do with SATs results,

but in the high
expectations Jane has

in every aspect of
school life, and of 

everyone who works 
in school.

My best moment in

school was acting in the

Key Master. 

Mrs Tailby made me

feel proud of myself.

Mrs Tailby’s hair 

NEVER 

looks messy!

Thank you
Jane.

Goodbye
and

Good Luck
from us all!
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Many thanks to Ian Taylor and other readers  
for their rainbow photographs!



The Dorn Free Press has been a part of our 
community for nearly 30 years. Its origins go 

back to the Parish Plan of 1993 when our villages 
suggested that something was needed in addition 
to the excellent Bartons’ and Sandford Bulletin, 
something that could report, in more depth, on the 
many and varied activities going on in our 
community. This, the DFP has endeavoured to do, 
bringing ‘News, views, and articles of interest’ to 
every household in our community - and also to the 
many folk who have moved away but receive a pdf 
copy via email so that they can continue to enjoy 
and keep in touch with the community in which we 
live. All of this at no cost to our readers because of 
a wonderful group of volunteers and advertisers 
who, over the years, have given freely of their time 
and support to produce this magazine. 
 
Together, we have celebrated the successes of so 
many of our individuals and groups who have 
achieved so much, often in the face of adversity. 
Through the pages of the Dorn Free Press the 
troops have been rallied to raise funds, fight causes, 
and gather together to celebrate Jubilees and other 
events that mark our journey through life. 
Friendships have been made through common 
interests that have been brought together through 
the many activities, groups and clubs that have 
been reported and highlighted in our pages. Our 

local politicians and councillors have kept us up to 
date with the latest news and activities of those 
whom we elect to look after our interests. Our local 
schools, our clubs, our groups have all invited us to 
join in the many and varied activities and successes 
that are part of our wonderful community life. More 
importantly, through the pages of the Dorn Free 
Press, the community has been able to help those 
who, from time to time, need a helping hand. 
 
In this ‘modern age’, there is a danger that we have 
become too insular or just too busy. We live in small 
communities with a mixture of the wealthy and not 
so wealthy, the ‘life and souls’, and the lonely. Many 
groups within the Bartons, and further afield, are 
closing or reducing in activity because folk seem to 
have lost the idea of what living in a community is. 
Community living is where folk can get together to 
have fun, share a common interest, and look after 
their own. This means being aware of the person 
next door, giving up a little time and sharing our 
respective expertise for the good of everyone. 
Volunteering is not a chore, it is one of the most 
rewarding things you can do. We need to put our 
collective arms back around our community.

Final thoughts

 www.dornfreepress.com  Dorn Free Press,  March/April 2023 – P23

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

Philip’s hat blew orf at Blenheim, but where did it land?   20p a square or 3 squares for 50p!
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Where have the corgis buried the Queen’s spare crown?   20p a square or 3 squares for 50p!

2012 DFP  
Jubilee stall



Dates for the Diary
March 2023 

 
7th Tues.        W.I  
                       Duns Tew Village Hall,7.30pm 
                       Event: The AGM. All welcome 
                       Contact: Jenny Jackson: 
                       01869 340759 
 
9th Thurs.      The Barton’s and Woodstock  
                       Walking Group 
                       Meet at 10am. Various venues 
                       Contact: David Wharton:  
                       david@thistledome.net 
 
18th Sat.        Abilene Country Music Club -  
                       featuring: Travis Logan 
                       Sports and Social Club, 8.00pm 
 
19th Sun.       Mothering Sunday 
 
20th Mon.      Steeple Barton Parish Council 
                       Meeting 
                       Alice Marshall Hall, 8.00pm 
 
26th Sat.        British Summer Time begins 
                       Clocks spring forward one hour. 
 
31st Fri.          End of Term at Middle Barton  
                       Primary School 
 

 

April 2023 
 
7th Fri.- 10th Mon: Easter Bank Holiday                            
Weekend. 
 
11th Tues.      W.I. 
                       Duns Tew Village Hall, 7.30pm 
                       Event: A Talk About Hedgehogs -  
                       Hugh Warwick 
                       Contact: Jenny Jackson: 
                       01869 340759 
 
13th Thurs.    The Barton’s and Woodstock  
                       Walking Group 
                       Meet at 10am. Various venues  
                       Contact: David Wharton:  
                       david@thistledome.net 
 
15th Sat.        Abilene Country Music Club - 
                       featuring Ben Thompson 
                       Sports and Social Club, 8.00pm 
 
17th Mon.      Steeple Barton Parish Council 
                       Meeting 
                       Alice Marshall Hall, 8.00pm

Banbury: 1st Fri of the month, 8.30–1.30pm 
Bicester: every Fri, 9.00–4.30pm 
Chipping Norton: 3rd Sat of the month, 8.30–
1.30pm 
Deddington: 4th Sat of the month, 9:00–
12.30pm 
Kidlington: every Fri and Sat, 9.00–4.30pm 
Summertown: every Sun, 10.00–2.00pm 
Woodstock: 1st and 3rd Sat of the month, 8.30–
1.00pm 
For more information visit: www.tvfm.org.uk 
Tel: 01235 227266 

Farmers’ Markets 

Most Farm Shops will be re-opening from March 
with Pick Your Own fields opening for the first 
vegetables of the season in late April followed by 
early fruit in May. 
 
You will be able to collect ready cut asparagus 
bunches, freshly dug new potatoes and the first 
harvested tender rhubarb (for pies and crumbles) 
from the shop in late March or early April. 
 
Some Farm Shops are beginning new creative 
workshops using flowers to make Spring 
wreaths, flower gifts for Mothering Sunday and 
home displays using seasonal flowers and 
greenery. Please check on each farm’s website 
for booking workshops and for their opening 
times. 
 
Medley Manor Farm: Binsey Lane, OX2 0NJ 
Millets Farm Centre: Frilford, Abingdon OX13 
5HB 
Rectory Farm: Stanton St.John, OX33 IHF 
Wykham Park Farm, Banbury OX16 9UP

Farm Shops 
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